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SPRING HAS SPRUNG!
Spring-time oods me with episodic memories of my childhood growing up in multiple parts
of our state. I am also faintly reminded of my father playing Johnny Horton in our garage and
the artist's lyrics speaking con dently: "When it's spring time in Alaska, it's 40 below". Mr.
Horton was not terribly off on his temperature exclamation. Mr. Sun and Morning's breathe are
battling this time of the year. Please continue to dress your kiddos warmly; it's almost Xtra-tuff
time!
BTW: This week is National Goof-Off Week (ssshhh, don't tell the kids); it's also National
Bavarian Cream Week, if that suits you better.
Teachers and Staff are gearing students for PEAKS assessments starting April 6th and
continuing through April 9th. Our at-home learners have received their practice assessments
to complete with Mr. Sidelinger. If you are an At-Home learner that needs to pick up your
device, they are in the front o ce with other paperwork.
Why So Many Assessments?
Beyond the battle of Morning's Chill and Mr. Sun's rays, spring-time also brings assessments
for students. At MNC, we use both MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) and PEAKs
(Performance Evaluations for Alaska Schools) to determine student progress. PEAKs are
standardized, at-grade level assessments that speak to how well your student, teacher, school,
and district are performing. MAP is an adaptive assessment (see how I am using the word
"assessment" instead of "test"; assessment is used to show progress or lack there-of, "tests"
are pass/fail or leveled/graded at percentiles based on 100%) that grows with your child.
These are extremely important assessments because it allows us to make instructional
decisions based on your students performance in math, reading, language, and science. If your
child performs well above grade level in core classes (math, reading/language), then
instruction needs to take place at their instructional level. The same goes for if they perform
well-below grade level; we will use research-based intervention materials to ensure that gaps
are lled for your child to perform at grade level. All of this data allows instructional decisions
to be made and for changes to take place based on absolutes instead of just assuming.
Both MAP and PEAKs work well together. Our MAP reports from fall and winter can tell me
whether the majority of our school is in-line to score "pro cient" or "below-pro cient" in the
core areas.

Why is it important for my child to participate in the statewide assessment?
Educators make decisions locally about how to teach Alaska’s standards. With this in mind,
the summative assessment is a standardized way to determine how well your child’s school
and district are performing. Also, at the state level, we invest over a billion dollars in public
education each year, and the citizens of Alaska have a right to know if that money is
contributing to increased learning for students.
More information can be found on the department’s Assessment webpage
(https://education.alaska.gov/assessments). We also encourage you to view DEED’s video on
Assessments: Why Are They Important? (https://vimeo.com/193465985).
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