Principal Post
The weather is ridiculous...

Is it March? Late March? January?
It rained at my house over the weekend and I live 70 miles north of Midnight Sun. I’ve had grand
illusions of taking kids out snowshoeing this winter...one trip with Mrs. Olsen’s class, though fun, does
not make for a whole-school sharing of the art of snowshoeing. Plus, it was mostly just on ice...which
created a whole different set of skills. Hope is not all lost...as I gaze at my calendar, I do realize it is just
January, and sometimes, February can send a urry (no pun intended) of wicked weather our way.
Let’s hope for the uffy white stuff!
The reason I start this newsletter off with a prayer to the snow-gods is because even with slight snow
seasons, Nordic skiing is easily accomplished. My hopes is to nd a school set of Nordic skis and have
students on ice or snow next year. I am hoping to put my undiscovered grant writing skills to work on
this endeavor. I’ll keep all of you up-to-date on my luck; cross country skiing is a relatively inexpensive
sport over the long-term but the initial expense can be shocking. I don’t give up easily and I love snow,
plus kids love snow and kids love sliding on snow; it’s a great recipe for perseverance.
Battle of the Books (BOB):
This year’s Battle of the Books for Middle School is in person at Wasilla High School. Of course the
caveat to this is that only the coach and team can attend. February 5th 8:30-12:30
Battle of the Books for 5/6th is February 10th and Finals on February 11th. These are on Zoom at 46pm for both days.
MNC does not have a 3rd/4th team...
I have talked to some of the staff about starting earlier next year and making this an after school
activity. This does not mean the books cannot be incorporated into a novel study or that questions
cannot be practiced during the day. BOB is not intended as a portion of the curriculum but as a
voluntary activity (student choice) to drive academic competition. I will keep you updated.
ALICE DRILL:
Wednesday at 9:30 we are practicing our armed intruder response. This semester we are not
exiting the building but staying put in our classrooms. Teachers have literature they are sharing with
students and I am visiting each classroom this week ahead of the ALICE drill to speak to students.
Thank you for having a conversation with your student about the importance of these drills; these are
not just training for students in our building but for any environment that may become unsafe due to a
variety of human-made or natural emergencies.

Parents: please have your student show you how to check grades on Synergy.
https://www.matsuk12.us/registration. If you registered your student online, you have access to all of
their information at our school, including grade reports anytime you want. Teacher have to put in at
least 2 grades per week in each core-content area. If you have any problem logging on, please let me
know. I can contact IT and have your password reset.
Upcoming Dates for you to know:
February 15th Parent-Teacher Conferences (no students)
February 16th Professional Development (no students)
March 5th: End of Quarter 3
March 8-12th Spring Break
Have a wonderful week!

