
 

  

  

  

 

   
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Event: 

4/15 Pick up your raffle 
tickets 

Sibling Lottery 
Forms Due 

4/19-4/21 8th Grade Alaska 
Coastal Studies 

Fieldtrip 

4/20-4/23 Map Testing 

4/30 Lottery Forms Due 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 

Assistant Principal: Peter Olson         Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          

 

 

 

April 9, 2021 

Dear Academy Families, 

Advisory Board Member Position Open 

Advisory Board Member position open.  If you or someone 

you know is interested in serving on the Advisory Board, 

please submit a letter of interest to Board President Kara 

Kusche. (moon1949@hotmail.com)  Letters of interest will be 

accepted until May 1st.  The new Board member will be 

appointed on Tuesday, May 18th.     

A huge thank you to Julie Estey for all your years of serving 

on the Board.  You will be missed! 

 

Thrilled with Academy’s Students! 

I am absolutely thrilled with Academy’s students and the 

effort they put forth on the PEAKS testing!  I can hardly wait 

to receive the testing results in July!  I have no doubt that we 

will see huge increases in student learning growth!  This year, 

despite COVID-19, has been tremendous!  Small class sizes, 

top-notch teachers, and a constant focus on learning 

opportunities has allowed Academy’s students to thrive in 

every way!   Thank you to you, the parents!  What a team  

we are! 

 

End of School Picnic – noon to 12:45 pm – Monday, May 17th 

A huge thanks to one of our families  

(anonymous) is providing all the hamburgers  

and hot dogs, individual bags of chips, and 

water bottles for the End of School Picnic!   

We are very grateful!   

 

Thank you for all you do to make Academy GREAT!  If you need 

anything, or have a question, please give me a call 

 

With Warm Regards, 

Barbara Gerard, Principal 

907-841-5704 
 

 

 

Job Corner 

11:55 to 12:35 – We could use your help 

covering lunches every day. Contact the 

office if you can set a day or two or more to 

help or drop in if you’re in the 

neighborhood and we can put you in a 

class! We have openings every day and 

would love to have your help giving 

teachers a lunch break! 

❖ Fix the butcher paper holder-need new 

rods to hold the paper in the rack. 

❖ Replace lights in the Library building. 

(12-foot ceilings, need ladder!) 

❖ We have another light going out 

(ballast?) above the back stairs.  This 

will require someone not afraid of 

heights with a really big ladder. 

(Electrical experience also required!) 

 

http://matsuk12.us/acc
mailto:moon1949@hotmail.com


  

Judging opens at 1:30 pm (Viewing/visiting time has been reduced this year.) 

• K-1-2 grades 1:30 - 2:30 pm 

• 3 -8th grades 1:30 – 2:45 pm 

Tents 

9 Tents will be set up on Thursday, April 29th, one tent for each grade level.   

The tents are 30’x 10’.  (see picture) 

   

Plan for layout of tents on campus – Layout may vary, but this approximates the placement of the 

tents. 

 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

   

   

 

     

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

First-Grade Facts 
 

We have begun incorporating instruction about animals 

and their adaptations (creature powers) to their habitats 

into our regular, developing structures of Spalding, Read 

Naturally, Lexia and Daily Five. They are writing and reading 

about these topics in class and in writing lab.  I hope you 

enjoy researching at home with your children about their 

animals of choice.  We have introduced the concepts of 

diurnal/nocturnal/herbivore/carnivore/omnivore/ 

producer/consumer to give them a little heads up with the 

papers brought home.  Whatever they discover will be 

shared with the class, and they are super excited about 

this!  Math has been fun as they wrap up time and continue 

practicing telling time with a new game while we explore 2D 

shapes!   

Contact me anytime ...  

 

Mrs. Mayer 

Betsy.mayer@matsuk12.us  

 

 

This week Kindergarten read  

birthday stories to get in the 

mind set for our community  

service project.  Students  

each chose an item to bring  

for our birthday boxes for  

the Family Promise shelter in Wasilla.  Extra donations 

are welcome.  Our new phonogram is WH.  

During math we reviewed ways to make five and added 

it to our math books.  We also learned about dollar bills 

and writing a dollar sign. 

Mrs. Berg     

 Verona.berg@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

Holler for Reading! 

Hello Families, 

We had a wonderful week in 2nd Grade!  The 

students have been reading about Greek 

Gods.  They are excited to make connections to 

names and symbols that we see in our daily lives.  I 

am proud of their eagerness to investigate and 

research through reading! 

In math we leaped into measurement!  The 

students used standard and non-standard forms of 

measurement to estimate and calculate lengths of 

desks, shoes, friends, and many other objects from 

around our environment!  They had fun moving 

around the classroom and determining how close 

their estimates were to the actual measurements. 

Mrs. Holler 

Misty.holler@matsuk12.us  

Richardson’s Rockin’ 2nd Grade! 
 

Our study of spelling and practice reading will continue through 

the first week in May. Expect to receive weekly spelling lists for 

homework and continue to read with your child every night. 

Our study of the digestive system is fully under way for our 

World Fair project! Today, we had so much fun building a 

digestive system and meeting a “friend," Nick Nutri, who told us 

about the importance of nutrition and keeping our body 

systems healthy. We love digestion! 

 

In math, the study of measurement will 

continue through next week. Our class 

has been practicing with measuring and 

comparing lengths using inches, feet 

and yards. We might not be ready to 

build a house with our measuring skills 

yet, but we are getting great at 

estimating and comparing those 

measurements! Our final unit of study 

for our 2nd grade year will be centered 

on geometric shapes. 

 

Although the snow continues to fall, 

our spring is going quickly! Thank you 

for the privilege of working with your 

child every day! 

 

Mrs. Richardson  

laura.richardson@matsuk12.us 

mailto:Betsy.mayer@matsuk12.us
mailto:Verona.berg@matsuk12.us
mailto:Misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:laura.richardson@matsuk12.us


     

  

The Manley Minute: 

I am proud of each student doing their best on the 

PEAKS testing this week.  Each student took their 

time and gave thoughtful answers.  Great job! 

Language Arts: We finished King Arthur and the 

Round Table.  Students enjoyed this book of 

fighting, rescue and adventure!  Our reading 

comprehension focus this week was making 

inferences.  While this is somewhat difficult to 

grasp, overall the students did very well.  Next 

week will be our last library for the year.  Please be 

sure all library books are returned to school by 

Thursday.   

Math: Our fraction unit continues, and this week we 

changed fractions from mixed numbers to improper 

fractions (and vice versa).  Students also added 

fractions with like and unlike denominators.  

Please feel free to contact me with questions or 

concerns.  Grades are entered weekly on 

ParentVUE.  It is a JOY to be teaching your 4th 

grader; I look forward to a great year! 

Mrs. Manley 
Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us  

Benbow’s Buzz 

know that we are nearing the end of the year, but we are still doing 

important work every day! We have MAP testing, end of year 

assessments and World Fair prep to cover in the next three and a 

half weeks! Any days your child misses will be significant!  

Although we took time to complete PEAKS testing this week, we 

still found time to learn more about the American Revolution in 

language arts. We have filled in our timelines up to the surrender at 

Yorktown and have continued to review information as we add to 

it. We also took a few minutes to look at the costumes that we have 

on hand as a first step toward knowing what we will be needing 

from our families as we get closer to May 6, the actual day of 

World Fair in the Open Air! 

Math class has been reviewing our year while solving a variety of 

logic puzzles! These are great because the review is the easy part of 

the task. After the basic problems have been solved, students use 

that information to fill in a grid that determines which person 

matches up to which answers.  

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns! 
cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

Grimes Gambit 

Happy Friday! 

Language Arts - We started  

the week by writing about  

cookies, this was a quick  

exercise about everything and anything about cookies.  Then we 

went out and made three different types of cookies.  Thank you, 

Mr. Griffith and Mrs. Marshall, for helping make cookies with 

us.  Then we had two days of PEAKs testing.  What a great group of 

students, who truly work hard!  To end this week, we began our 

Core Knowledge (this is not Common Core) unit on The Ancient 

Roman Civilization.  We will continue working on The Ancient 

Roman Civilization over the next couple of weeks.  

Math - On Monday, the students played 

multiplication battleship and various other 

math games.  Then we had Peaks testing 

on Tuesday and Wednesday.  On Thursday 

and Friday, we continued working on 

creating equivalent fractions.  We will 

move on to measurement soon. 

 

Mrs. Grimes 

Austin.grimes@matsuk12.us  

 

 
 

 

Kile’s Kiddos 
This week we worked on spelling words 
using the Spalding rules.  We are continuing 
to work on comprehension and fluency.   

In math, we are working on fluency of math 
facts.  Next week we will begin working on 
telling time to the minute. 

The class did an awesome job on their 
PEAKS testing.  They were prepared and 
worked very hard.  Nice Job. 

Mrs. Kile 
Tamela.kile@matsuk12.us  

 

 

mailto:Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
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Sturgis Super Students!  

LA-- The class did a fabulous job working on their 

PEAKS test this week. I am so proud of the time 

and thought each one put into this test. Next week 

we will work on our Athens Forest Visitor's Guide 

which will utilize a variety of writing and creative 

skills to convince visitors to visit the forest! 

Math-- PEAKS testing took up most of our class 
time this week. I was pleased with how hard the 
students worked on this test. While we won't get 
results for a while, they all showed a strong work 
ethic and commitment to doing their best. We will 
continue our work with fractions next week and 
finish off the week with a fun Pizza Fraction party!  
 
Mrs. Sturgis 
Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us  

Kramer Kids 

Math-Students worked hard on PEAKS tests this week! I am 
really proud of their efforts. We have finished Chapter 10 on 
volume and surface area of rectangular and triangular 
prisms.  Next week we will make our own sculptures and 
calculate the volume and surface area of our own creations.  
Pizza Fraction day is on Friday the 16th, be on the lookout 
for emails from Mr. O if you are wanting to earn some 
volunteer hours and help out!  
 
LA-I’m sure you heard that we spent three days testing this 
week. The students were diligent and worked so hard! 
Remind your student to be reading their novel and working 
on their book report rough draft at home. We will have class 
time to type it up the week of the 26th but students need to 
come prepared to type.   
 

Mrs. Kramer 

Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us  

 
Mr. O’s TEAM  

Testing: What a fantastic effort given by our class, I was so proud with the focus, 

determination, and maturity that the kids showed while taking the PEAKS 

assessment. It was a long three days, but we managed and put our best foot 

forward, thank you to the parents for making sure your student was well rested 

and prepared for this assessment. 

Next Week: I have sent out emails concerning Pizza Fraction Day, thank you so 

much for the volunteers that are helping and all of the food donations that we will 

use for making our pizzas! If you have any questions or need any information 

resent, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me directly. I’ll also attach the pizza 

ingredient list below. 

 

Mr. Olson 

Pete.olson@matsuk12.us  

mailto:Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us
mailto:Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us
mailto:Pete.olson@matsuk12.us


  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holler for Art! 

Mrs. Grimes and I had a 

wonderful week in art!  The 3,4, 

and 5 grade students completed 

glazing their clay sculptures and 

worked on projects for World's 

Fair.  It has been an exciting 

year, and it is hard to believe 

that this was our last rotation 

with this group! 

 

 

 

 

Primary Grades are busy in the 

afternoons exploring virtual reality 

with their iPads. They are also busy 

gaining segments in Lexia lessons 

everyday along with their math 

skills on Splashmath.com. All of 

those websites are available at 

home or anywhere you have 

internet.  

 

 

 

 

 
Español with Señorita 

Catarina 
 

 
Kindergarten students are 
practicing their calendar words 
and singing elefante songs. 
First graders are working on 
their coloring books and 
listening to stories in Spanish 
and English about Medias 
Apestosas (Stinky Socks). 
Second graders have done a 
wonderful job creating our new 
Spanish Alphabet Line that will 
hang in our classroom next 
year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd, 4th, and 5th continued to 
work TDA.  Most have it 

down.  Yeah.   

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

Geography Lab .... 3rd graders studied 

the Middle and Southern Colonies, 

4th grade finished their Alaska relief 

maps (they look amazing!) and 5th 

grade students acquired a great start 

with World Fair Japan getting a strong 

introduction to its geography! ... Mrs. 

Mayer & Mrs. Kramer 

 

All primary labs finished their 

studies on their World Fair topics.  

There were several projects that 

were completed that will be used 

during the student presentations.   

IMPORTANT DATES 

4th GRADE FROG DISSECTIONS: 

APRIL 19th Group A 12:30-1:50 pm    

FILLED 

APRIL 22nd Group B 12:30-1:50 pm    

STILL NEED PARENTS! 

5th GRADE FETAL PIG DISSECTIONS: 

APRIL 20th Group A 12:30-1:50 pm    

STILL NEED PARENTS! 

APRIL 23rd Group B 12:30-1:50 pm    

STILL NEED PARENTS! 

DUE DATE for 5th GRADE SCIENCE FAIR 

DISPLAY BOARD ONLY:  

APRIL 12TH 7:30 am 

The Science fair results will be posted 

on the Academy Facebook page. 

 

 

 

K-5 Lab Classes 

http://splashmath.com/


 

 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

     

Sixth Grade News 

Students have worked hard on PEAKS testing this week and should be proud of 

their efforts. In social studies, the unit on immigration continues, exploring the 

reasons people's ancestors have moved to America. We have also attempted to 

create our own island world with student's choice of government, resources, 

immigration, etc. Math groups are learning volume and surface area calculations. 

Science class is working on electrical generation. 

Looking for parent hours? We will be spending many of the days in the 

week after World Fair taking local hikes and picking up trash along the 

trails as part of our community volunteer time. Parents are welcome to 

come along. 

Let us know if you have any questions. 

Mr. T and Mr. S 

Robert.titus@matsuk12.us 

Jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us  

Middle school students worked hard on their Peaks 
testing and kept their Duolingo homework habit up this 
week. 
 

Señorita  
Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us  

 

mailto:Robert.titus@matsuk12.us
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Wrights Winners! 

World Fair needs: Seventh grade is looking for OLD radios, 

appliances, typewriter, etc. - nothing newer than the early 1950s 

(and it doesn't have to work) - to borrow for our project. We will 

return items to you the week after World Fair. Please contact Mr. 

Reilly or Mrs. Wright to arrange pick up or drop off. Thank you!! 

Wright 7th LA: Between PEAKS testing this week, we continued our 

poetry unit. Students practiced using TPCASTT to translate lyric poems 

by Langston Hughes and Emily Dickinson. They wrote their own poem, 

"Where I'm From" and continued drafting Scene 2 of their short 

stories.  

Wright 7th math: Students are working 

steadily through beginning geometry, such as 

angles, triangles and transformations. They 

turned in creative Pythagorean spirals earlier 

this week, which are hanging in the art 

hallway - check them out next time you visit!  

Wright 7th history: We learned about the build up to the US joining 

the war, from Germany breaking treaties to the Lend-Lease Act's 

impact on Alaska and Pearl Harbor. Students were quizzed on those 

facts Thursday. They continue to work their way through Diary of 

Anne Frank and Prisoner B-3087; questions are due each Thursday 

after students meet in their discussion groups. Next week, they will 

begin their book projects which are due the end of April.  

All homework and hand outs are in ConnectEd or Google Classroom. 

Have a great weekend! 

Mrs. Wright 

Melodie.wright@matsuk12.us  

 

Beling Blurb: 
Although PEAKS testing was definitely the  

theme of this week, we also had some fun with geometry before we move on to statistics 

and probability next week. Ask your student about our activity involving toilet paper. You 

just might learn some new and interesting facts about its origins, surface area and 

volume!  I’m really proud of all of the students and their hard work this week. Thank you 

for all that you do at home as well.  Have a great weekend! 

Megan Beling 
megan.beling@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Around the World in 180 

Days   

This week we have been making a timeline 

for Hitler's rise to power. Students were 

given the facts and had to create their own 

timeline in chronological order.  They also 

had to draw a picture of Hitler, the Nazi 

insignia and a German WWII helmet. 

We did go back into the the1930s to show 

how the belligerent nations brought the 

world into another world war.  We also 

looked at original film footage of Hitler and 

had discussions about his evil reign. 

 
 

Write On!  (7th grade L.A. 

with Mr. Reilly) 

 We have been doing PEAKS testing this 

week. Overall students took their time and 

were very focused in approaching their 

testing.  This week we also examined 

another story, To Build A Fire, by Jack 

London.  We read it out loud together in 

class.  Afterwards I shared an outdoor 

adventure in which my life was in peril due 

to the weather, during a two-hundred-mile 

hike through the Yukon Territories of 

Canada.  

Students then summarized the story and 

gave their insights about the actions of the 

main character.  They also had to talk about 

rising action, climax, falling action, and the 

conclusion.  

 Enjoy your weekend with your family! 

Mr. Reilly       

Edward.reilly@matsuk12.us    
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8th Grade Home Room 

Wow- what a week!! The 8th grade students 
worked so incredibly hard on PEAKS testing & 
I am so proud of them.  We spent the majority 
of our week in “testing mode” and it feels great 
to have this piece finished! 
 
Please check your email from last week for 
permission slips for regarding our upcoming 
field trip to Peterson Bay Field Station with the 
Alaska Center for Coastal studies. These 
permission slips need to be turned in right 
away! Thank you.  
 
We are starting to plan for World’s Fair, which 
will definitely look at little different this year 
due to it being outdoors, in our 10’X30’  (8th 
grade) tent.  Please watch your email for ways 
that you can help!! 

 
**PLEASE NOTE: We are VERY 
short on paper plates and 
could also use more forks & 
spoons as well.  If you are able 
to donate a pack, that would 
be an enormous help!   

 
Think Spring! 
  

Mrs. Molina  
Stacy.molina@matsuk12.us  

 

8th Science 

We were able to meet on Thursday and Friday to 

continue in Ch. 10. 

Algebra 1 

Due to PEAKS assessments, 8th science did not meet 

this week. 

Mrs. Tompkins 

Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us  

 

Manley’s Minute: 8th Grade LA 

I am proud of each student for doing their best on their 

PEAKS testing!  The proctor reported that students 

took their time, highlighted parts of the passage and 

used scratch paper to plan their writing portion. Well 

done!  In class we have finished reading Act 2 of 

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.  Each student has a 

separate role to read as we make our way 

through.  Book Talks have been assigned and will be 

presented on April 15.  Specific instructions are on 

Google Classroom. 
 
Mrs. Manley 

Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us  
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