
 

  

  

  

 

   
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 

Assistant Principal: Peter Olson         Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          

 

 

 

April 30, 2021 

 

❖ We are looking for a stand 

mixer for the kitchen, ours 

finally wore out! If you have an 

extra or are looking to upgrade 

yours, let us know!   

If you are interested in helping out 

with any of the upcoming end-of-

year events-graduation, picnic, 

World Fair setup/cleanup- call/text 

Lindsey at 907-317-4617.   

 

 

Date: Event: 

5/6 World Fair 

5/7 At home learning day 

5/11 8th Grade Graduation 

5/17 Last day of school & 
end of year picnic 

 

Dear Academy Families, 

 
It is with great excitement that we begin World Fair.  We are so pleased to be 

able to pull this event off even with the restrictions of COVID that still cause 

mitigation and limits.  I am extremely proud of this staff for their “can do” 

attitude!  World Fair will be a wonderful learning experience! 

  

EPIC Drive Thru Graduation  

8th Grade Graduation will be held on Tuesday, May 11th, and will begin at 

6:30 on at Academy in the parking lot. With the impressive and creative 

parent graduation committee, Academy is excited to provide an EPIC DRIVE 

THRU GRADUATION experience for Academy’s 8th graders!  This is not a 

simple drive thru and over experience.  This committee has planned 

opportunities for each student to receive their own acknowledgement and 

glory.   Well done Parent Epic Drive Thru Graduation Committee!  A huge 

thank you especially to Lindsey for chairing this committee.  

  

World Fair Parking Overflow 

World Fair Parking Overflow at Dept of Forestry on Thursday, May 6th. 

  

Thank You! 
A huge thank you to the Ortiz family for their work and preparation to set up 

the tents! 

 

A huge thank you to Jim Jett, Jason Ortiz, and Joe Gerard for helping to 

reinforce the tent posts to withstand the Palmer winds! 

 

NO School on May 7th 

No school on Friday, May 7th due to the extended workday for staff and 

students on World Fair Public Viewing!   
 

Exit Interview Appointments 

Exit Interview Appointment slips will go out this coming home on Monday! 

Keep an eye out for your family's back-to-back to meet with your student’s 

grade level team.  You will review the learning goals that were set at the 

Entrance Interviews and discuss how well these were met.  We will hand out 

report cards and color copies of MAP scores for 3rd thru 8th grade.  This has 

been a fantastic school year!  Thank you so much for your constant 

support!  Together we do! Together we did!  

If you need anything, please call me. 

 

With Warm Regards, 

Barbara 

Principal, Academy Charter School 

907-841-5704 

 

 

http://matsuk12.us/acc


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

   

   

 

     

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Kindergarten began their sayings books this week.  We learned sayings 

like: A place for everything and everything in its place.  Students always 

surprise me with their ability to understand and apply these sayings 

once we have talked about them.  In Ms. Laura's room they have been 

illustrating a poem about Jennifer Juniper.  Watch for that poem so 

they can share their drawings with you.   

 

Our math time was spent on solid shapes.  Our shapes for Kindergarten 

are cone, cube, sphere, and cylinder.  We also talked about pyramids 

since it is a shape many are familiar with.  Thank you to the parents 

that were able to come in and help make these shapes with the 

students.   

Next week is World Fair week.  If you are able to come in at 12:30 or 1 and help till the end of the day, we 

would love to have you.  There is lots to be done.  On Thursday, students will present what they have 

learned to families and the community.  Since they will be staying until 2:45 that day, there is no class on 

Friday (it would typically be an early release day).   

We will be serving individual serving size packages of sweet or salty foods.  Please donate a box of small 

individual packages of cookies or goldfish if you can.  Each student needs a "lab coat".  This can be as simple 

as an oversize white button up shirt.  Short sleeves are recommended since it will be warmer next 

week.  Please let me know if you need one of the extras I have collected from prior years.   

Thank you for all you do!!  We appreciate you. 
Mrs. Berg    Verona.berg@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

First-Grade Facts 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all of our 

wonderful parents who helped out on our 

fabulous learning field trips and who created 

fabulous World Fair props!  Next week will be 

a success because of all of you!    

Contact me anytime ... Mrs. Mayer 

Betsy.mayer@matsuk12.us  

 

CALLING ALL LIBRARY BOOKS!  

NOW is the time to scan your 

bookshelves, under the bed, and 

behind the couch for any 

lingering Academy library books. 

Please return those to the school 

ASAP so our fabulous parent 

volunteers can get them checked 

back in and ready for school next 

fall! 

 

mailto:Verona.berg@matsuk12.us
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Richardson’s Rockin’ 2nd Grade! 
 

It’s here! It’s here! World Fair week is HERE! We had the 

best time this week learning about good care of our 

mouth, teeth, and gums from our wonderful parent 

volunteer, Mandy Johnson. Since the mouth is an 

essential part of the digestive system, this was a great 

opportunity for kids to learn about oral hygiene as well 

as how teeth, tongue, gums, and the human mouth 

contribute to their overall health and wellness. This 

week, we also did spring assessments in both math and 

language arts. We are excited to show your child’s 

growth at exit interviews coming up in the middle of 

May. 

Please be watching for information and permission slips 

to come home for exit interviews and field trips during 

our last week of school. We plan to travel off-campus on 

both Thursday and Friday for some really fun 

community experiences!  Next week our focus will be on 

completing world fair preparations and practicing for 

our presentation on Thursday. Thank you to all of you 

who have contributed to our world fair project by 

sending in lab coats or white shirts to be modified into 

lab coats. There are 101 ways that you have all made 

the school you’re so great… We appreciate your 

support. 

 

~~Mrs. Richardson 

laura.richardson@matsuk12.us 

Holler for Reading! 

Hello Families, 

It has been a fantastic week in 2nd Grade!  The 

students displayed impressive growth in their 

reading and math assessments.  We were able 

to weave in more studies of Greek History into 

our week as well.  They particularly enjoyed 

learning about the strength and creativity of 

Hephaestus.  In math this week we continued 

to explore fractions and shape.  The students 

were excited to learn how to draw shapes in 

3D.  It was fun to see them discover them in 

our classroom. 

Mrs. Holler 

Misty.holler@matsuk12.us  

mailto:laura.richardson@matsuk12.us
mailto:Misty.holler@matsuk12.us


 

  

The Manley Minute: 

Language Arts:  We continued to learn about the 

American Revolution.  This week we learned about 

some of the famous patriots, the life of a soldier, 

women in the war, spies, and life after the 

war.  The students are soaking up all this 

information about the American Revolution!   

Math: Our focus this week was a fraction review 

and ALEKS topics.  If you stop by the school 

check out their equivalent fraction art in the 

hallway!  We are just a few students shy of having 

our whole class complete their grade level 

ALEKS!  

Mrs. Manley 
Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us  

Benbow’s Buzz 

Thank you so much to the families that have 
already contributed to our World Fair activities! 
We are looking forward to seeing everyone next 
year at our culminating event! If you signed up to 
help us next week, please make sure that you 
arrive on time and ready to go as we have 
everything planned down to the minute! 

Although our official World Fair activities do not 
begin until next week, we spent this week 
reviewing the events of the American Revolution 
as we finished creating our books. The class got 
to practice their handwriting skills as they rewrote 
parts of the Declaration of Independence and the 
Preamble of the Constitution. We have plenty of 
oral reading practice with memorizing part of the 
Declaration of Independence, and are still using 
comprehension skills to recall all of the facts 
about the Revolutionary War and the events 
leading up to it.  

Math class spent the week reviewing our year and 
preparing for summer. We did complete a final CSI 
using fractions, decimals and percentages! 
Additionally, we learned several games that are 
great for practicing basic operations. Farkle, 
Yahtzee and dominoes are just a few examples.   

As always, feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns! 
cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

Grimes Gambit 

First, I want to thank each of our 3rd Graders and their 

parents.  The class has been so excited to support the 

5th grade with their alpaca fundraiser.  The students' 

excitement to raise money to purchase an alpaca for a 

Peruvian family has been amazing and 

heartwarming.  So thank you for supporting your 

student and our 5th Graders fundraiser!  

Language Arts - This week we explored the 

relationships between Cupid, Venus, and Psyche.  The 

biggest accomplishment this week was that we 

finished List S and are officially done with Spalding 

for the year.  The students are extremely proud of this 

accomplishment! We finished up the week by starting 

our World Fair Composer books.  The students have 

been accumulating facts and information about each of 

their composers and are now creating books, that will 

be printed and bound.    

Math - We kicked off the week by learning about 

measurement, specifically capacity, and mass.  The 

students literally had a blast measuring water, 

exploring to see how many cups of water are in a pint, 

liter, quarts, and gallons.  Next, we moved onto mass, 

kilograms, and grams.  It has been a lot of exploring 

measurement and we will work on measuring length.   

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Mrs. Grimes 
Austin.grimes@matsuk12.us  

 

 
 

 

Kile’s Kiddos 

LA this week was spent reviewing and working on 
Book Creator.  The books are looking great.  I am 
also very happy with the end of the year 
scores.  Your children rocked this year. 

Math was spent doing many hands-on activities 
with measurement.  We did the liquid measuring, 
what a mess but fun.  We also measured with 
rulers inside and outside.  What fun this week has 
been 

Mrs. Kile 
Tamela.kile@matsuk12.us  

 

mailto:Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
mailto:Austin.grimes@matsuk12.us
mailto:Tamela.kile@matsuk12.us


  
 

   
 

   
 
 
 

   
 
 

    
     
   
 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
   
   
  
  
  
  
   

 
     
   
    
   
     
  
 

Sturgis Super Students!  

LA-- The class has been working hard on their 

Athens Forest Visitor Guides and most students 

have completed a rough draft and are now in the 

editing stage. If your child is not done with a rough 

draft, please make sure they get those finished. This 

is our last LA class assignment for the year so final 

products will need to be turned in by May 12. For 

the second half of the week, we were in our A/B 

groups and got started on our World's Fair projects. 

Every student picked a topic, began research, and 

came up with ideas to bring their topic to life. 

Please see the email from Mr. Olson for more 

information about World's Fair 

Math-- This week we have taken our fraction skills 

to the next level and are adding and subtracting like 

and unlike fractions. We also took a break from our 

usual routine and used Skittles to practice 

calculating mean, mode, median, and range. The 

students have continued to work diligently on Aleks 

as well and are excited for every pie piece they 

complete. I am very proud of them! 
 
Mrs. Sturgis 
Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us  

Kramer Kids 

LA 

We started the week off typing and editing book reports. 

Towards the end of the week fifth grade switched gears and 

started researching and gathering information on Japan for 

World Fair. Due to this, I am not requiring book reports to 

be completed on Monday. We will have an additional 3 days 

after World Fair. The new due date is May 13. Thank you for 

being so flexible and encouraging those that need the extra 

time to take advantage of it!  

Math 

Students finished calculating volume and surface area and 

completed their sculptures this week.  Next week we will 

start Ch. 11 on statistical measures. Keep reminding your 

student to work on their Aleks topics! 

Mrs. Kramer 

Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us  

 

Mr. O’s TEAM  

Language Arts- This week we put the final touches on 

our Saint George and the Dragon stories. We printed 

out story and made a small booklet for it and our 

illustration. Unbelievable work by the class and what a 

great job they did forging through a couple month 

long writing process. Last thing we have to do is finish 

Hatchet which we only have a few chapters left. This 

week we spent some time buttoning up some things 

as well as organizing our World’s Fair projects. The 

class is organizing and collaborating to create a pretty 

fantastic event for next week.  

Math- We are having fun with fractions still as we do 

some hopping around to different topics at the end of 

the book. We will finish the week with some money 

counting as we compile all of the donations from our 

community service project with Ms. Senorita for the 

Llamas.  

Mr. Olson 

Pete.olson@matsuk12.us  

mailto:Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us
mailto:Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us
mailto:Pete.olson@matsuk12.us


  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art this week was fantastic!  The 

K,1, and 2 students explored 

their World's Fair topics through 

art.  They can't wait to share 

their creations with you on May 

6! 

 

 

 

 

We are finishing World’s Fair 

projects in computer lab while 

also letting students get some 

web searching completed for 

their own research. 

 

 
K - Studied all about the 4th of 

July and learned a few songs 

too! 1st - Wrapped up the 

American Revolution.  2nd - 

Wrapped up the War of 1812.   

Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. Kramer 

 

  

 

 

 
Español with Señorita 

Catarina 

Third and fourth grade students 
took their last Spanish test of 
the year centered around 
pastimes and hobbies 
vocabulary, the culture of Peru 
and the grammatical concept of 
cognates. Fifth graders have 
been working hard motivating 
all students to contribute to their 
global community service 
Alpaca Project benefitting 
indigenous communities in 
Peru. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kinders continued to work on 
handwriting and beginning, 
middle, and ending sounds. 

First Grade completed their 
facts sheet on their animals.   

Second Grade worked on 
writing sentences. 

 

 

 
 

 

It’s hard to believe that this was 

the last week of science labs for 

the year!  Grades 3-5 wrapped 

up of variety of projects or made 

up missed assignments.  Have a 

wonderful summer! ~ Mrs. T.  

 

The big news for 5th grade were 

the results of the Science Fair.  

Everyone should be very proud 

of their hard work because it 

showed in their presentations 

and display boards!   We had 

amazing and original projects 

presented that made scoring 

very difficult.  We ended up with 

a two-way tie for First (Teagan 

and Jaden), and a three-way tie 

for Second (Lyla, Dawson, Jacey)!  

Third place went to Hawkin and 

an Honorable Mention went to 

Avery. Videos from the ribbon 

winners will be posted on the 

Academy Facebook page for our 

virtual Science Fair.  I’m so proud 

of all of you! ~ Mrs. T. 

 

 

K-5 Lab Classes 



 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

     

Sixth Grade News 

Please watch for Butte hike and biking day permission slips.   Consider joining us as you sign 

the slips before your child turns them in. We'd enjoy having you bike and hike with us!   

Students steadily gained knowledge this week about their Alaskan resource for the World 

Fair.  We researched, wrote paragraphs, applied math concepts and created visuals for our 

trifolds.  Next week we'll work on speeches, costumes, displays and scenes.   

Students should be checking their grades and redoing any final assignments for regrading. 

A big "Thank you" to the parents who have volunteered to help us enjoy our final week of 

school.  It will be great to see you on the trail! 

Enjoy your weekend, 

Mr. Schumacher & Mr. Titus 
Robert.titus@matsuk12.us 
Jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us  

 

Seventh graders finished out the year focusing on places 
and playing board games in Spanish.  Eighth graders were 
working with Ir + A + Infinitive and discerning when to use 
saber and conocer. 
 
Seventh and eighth graders who maintained a consistent 
daily language study habit with the engaging Duolingo App 
received rewards for their diligent hard work this week. As 
J.R. R. Tolkien said ““I wish life was not so short,” …. 
“languages take such a time, and so do all the things one 
wants to know about.”  I am proud of these students and 
salute their perseverance. 
 

Señorita  
Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us  

 

mailto:Robert.titus@matsuk12.us
mailto:Jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us
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Wrights Winners! 

World Fair needs: Seventh grade is looking for OLD radios, appliances, 

typewriter, etc. - nothing newer than the early 1950s (and it doesn't 

have to work) - to borrow for our project. We will return items to you 

the week after World Fair. Please contact Mr. Reilly or Mrs. Wright to 

arrange pick up or drop off. Thank you!! 

Wright 7th LA: We wrapped up our dystopian unit with our final book 

presentations. Students discussed various aspects of this genre, 

including freedom vs. safety and the relationship between technology 

and power. They worked in teams and as individuals on their book 

trailers and presented them today.  

Wright 7th math: We almost got to the end!  

Students wrapped up 8 lessons in Chapter  

12, did a review Thursday and took the  

test today. I'm proud of all they've  

accomplished this year.  

Wright 7th history: This week, students  

turned in their book projects and I was impressed with the level of 

detail most revealed. They also learned about the Manhattan project 

and the D-day invasion prior to reviewing for Thursday's unit test. 

They're a fun group of kids and I enjoyed working with them this year.  

It's been a privilege teaching your child this year. I hope you all have a 

great summer! Mrs. Wright 

Mrs. Wright 

Mary.wright@matsuk12.us  

 

 Beling Blurb: 
We wrapped up our probability unit this week and students put on 

their detective hats in order to solve a mystery using their probability 

skills.  I was really impressed to see students working through the 

problems together and ultimately identifying the guilty suspect.  We 

also had some fun and played a dice game called Farkle.  Students 

have become really familiar with the probability of rolling numbers on 

a die!  If you haven’t played Farkle before, ask your student to show 

you - all you need are 6 dice. As we wrap up our last week in math for 

the year, I want to say thank you again for the support and for 

entrusting your students with me - it’s been a great year and I’m so 

proud of the growth I’ve seen in and out of the classroom.  

Megan Beling 
megan.beling@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Around the World in 180 

Days   

In class this week we continued to study the 

two major theaters of war during WWII. We 

focused on the Battle of the Bulge, D-Day, 

the Battle for Berlin and the Battle of 

Stalingrad. We saw original film footage of 

some of these battles. We also saw iconic 

photos for VE Day. Students got to see a 

giant sculpture of the famous kiss of a sailor 

kissing a young woman in Times Square, 

while half a million Americans celebrate the 

end of WWII in Europe. We also explored 

some of the later major battles in the Pacific 

campaign. We saw actual film footage of 

the dropping of the atom bomb on 

Hiroshima, Japan, to attempt to end WWII 

with the Japanese. 

 Parents, ask your child what more they still 

need for their Roaring Twenties outfit for 

World Fair! 

 

Write On!  (7th grade L.A. 

with Mr. Reilly) 

This week we have been sharing our 

creative short stories that students had 

written, which were a minimum of three 

typed pages. Students gained confidence in 

public speaking and had feedback 

concerning their writing from their teacher 

and peers. It was a great way to close out 

the school year! 

Enjoy your weekend with your family! 

Mr. Reilly       

Edward.reilly@matsuk12.us    

 

mailto:Mary.wright@matsuk12.us
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Happy last day of April! It is hard to 

believe that May is already here and 

that World Fair is next week! All I can 

say is WOW!! 

In regard to world Fair, please see the email that I 

sent to all of you.  It details our needs and ways that 

you can help.  We are definitely looking forward to 

this new challenge.  

On Wednesday, the counselors from Palmer High 

visited our students and the students selected 

classes for next year.  If you child was absent but is 

planning to attend PHS, you will need to contact Mrs. 

Johnson at Palmer High to arrange scheduling.  

Additionally, if your child is planning to attend 

Wasilla High, please let me know so I can put you in 

touch with a counselor there who is excited to work 

with Academy students. Those bound for Colony 

High, received a scheduling packet to bring home.  If 

you have any additional questions, please let me 

know.  

Please watch your email for more details from the 

front office about the 8th grade graduation 

celebration.   

Have a wonderful weekend,  

Mrs. Molina  
Stacy.molina@matsuk12.us  

 

Algebra 1 

Chapter 10 was finally assessed after several 

unplanned delays.  The grades will be posted at 

the end of the week and early credit forms will be 

handed out at Exit Interviews.  Have fun in 

Geometry next year! ~ Mrs. T. 

 

8th Science 

We took a brief detour into the atomic realm with 

a review of matter and atomic structure during our 

last meetings for the year.  We had some good 

questions about the quantum world which I hope 

they will solve in their future academic endeavors!  

Best of luck for next year! ~ Mrs. T. 

Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us  

 

 

Mrs. Tompkins 

Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us  

 

Manley’s Minute: 8th Grade LA 

Wow! The end is here.  This week went by fast 

and furious as we finished the Twelfth Night and 

our book shares.  The students enjoyed finishing 

Twelfth Night and seeing the different love 

triangles that emerged in this comedy of 

Shakespeare.  For the book shares, the students 

had to “sell” their book to the class.  It was great to 

see their creativity flow through this end of the 

year project!  I have truly enjoyed this group of 8th 

graders and wish them the best in high school.   

Mrs. Manley 

Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us  
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