
 

  

  

  

 

   
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 

Assistant Principal: Peter Olson         Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          

 

 

 

April 23, 2021 

Dear Families, 

Fantastic 8th Grade Trip 

I thoroughly enjoyed spending three days with the 8th grade at the Peterson 

Bay Field Station.  The students were extremely well-behaved, and they were 

engaged fully in the opportunity to learn!  The Peterson Bay education team 

shared they were incredibly impressed with the students, especially their kind 

interaction with each other, as well as their helpful and polite approach to 

their instructors. Way to go Academy! 

 

A huge thank you to the 8th grade parents that shopped and prepped the food 

for the trip.  Your planning and prepping helped us to have great meals and 

snacks.  A huge thank you to the outstanding parents that attended the 3-day 

field trip.  You were helpful, attentive to student needs, and provided positive 

support in many ways! 

Academy’s FY22 School Calendar 

Please keep Academy’s approved FY22 School Calendar in a safe place to refer 

to as needed.  Remember, the MSBSD website’s calendar is not reflective of 

Academy’s calendar.   The Academy calendar that we provide for you reflects 

all those special events and unique days for which Academy is known! 

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 

The assessment, Measures of Academic Progress (MAP), is given three times a 

year, fall, winter, and spring.   It is an untimed, computerized adaptive test 

which helps teachers, parents, and principals make informed decisions on how 

well a student is performing, especially when evaluating student growth over 

the school year.  This test is uniquely created for each student based on how 

he or she responds to each question.  If the student responds correctly, the 

next question will be a little harder, or a little easier if the student responds 

incorrectly.  We are looking for one year of growth, which is based on the 

individual starting scale score and grade in school.  I am very pleased with 

Academy’s MAP scores!  WOW!! Students have made up any learning loss from 

the COVID shut down last year, PLUS made HUGE GAINS!  Well done 

students!  Well done staff!! 

If you have any questions on your child’s scores, please reach out to your 

child’s classroom teacher and they will explain the RIT and norms. 

Thank you for all your support!  If you need anything, please do not hesitate 

to call me. 

With Warm Regards, 

Barbara 

Principal, Academy Charter School 

907-841-5704 

 

 

11:55 to 12:35 – We could use your help 

covering lunches every day. Contact the 

office if you can set a day or two or more 

to help or drop in if you’re in the 

neighborhood and we can put you in a 

class! We would love to have your help 

giving teachers a lunch break! 

❖ Fix the butcher paper holder-need 

new rods to hold the paper in the 

rack. 

If you are interested in helping out with 

any of the upcoming end-of-year events-

graduation, picnic, World Fair 

setup/cleanup- call/text Lindsey at 907-

317-4617.   

 

 

Date: Event: 

4/30 Lottery Forms Due 

 

5/6 World Fair 

5/7 At home learning day 

5/17 Last day of school & 
end of year picnic 

 

http://matsuk12.us/acc


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

   

   

 

     

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

The Ugly Duckling and other duck  

stories were our focus this week.   

We also learned a new song that  

is a bit "quacky."  Students  

continue to add words to their  

Spalding books and are doing a 

great job using the phonograms  

sounds we have learned.  This week we also worked a lot on 

making sentences to match our pictures.  They are such hard 

workers!  

Subtraction was the action for math.  Students challenged 

their brains to use our double dice to make subtraction 

equations.  We have used the double dice so much for 

addition, they really had to stop themselves from 

automatically adding the two numbers shown.  Next week we 

will begin talking about 3 dimensional shapes.  It would be 

great to have one or two helpers during math time on 

Wednesday or Thursday.  Let me know if you would be 

available 10:15 to 11:45 on one of those days.  

Thank you for all the helpers who signed up for world fair 

projects.  I updated the sign-up sheet on our Facebook page.    

Feel free to contact me anytime. 

Mrs. Berg    Verona.berg@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

First-Grade Facts 
 

First-Grade Facts ... Spalding and Read Naturally 

have continued as we incorporate writing about 

our different habitats of study with creating lap 

books.  We have also been learning about 3D 

shapes while spiraling our previous learning of 

time, addition, subtraction and fractions.   

Seward Sea Life Center did an AMAZING job with 

its Zoom presentation, our zoo field trip has 

given us a tangible experience to relate our 

teaching to and our presentation on Friday from 

a marine biologist was very educational!  We are 

incredibly thankful for our parents and 

community for teaming up with us!  

Contact me anytime ... Mrs. Mayer 

Betsy.mayer@matsuk12.us  

 

Richardson’s Rockin’ 2nd Grade! 
 

We will continue to read and write every day in Language Arts. Our final Spalding spelling list of the year 

will be sent home on Monday. Other than the spelling list to review, you can expect no other language arts 

homework for Mrs. Richardson’s 2nd grade. With that being said, PLEASE continue to read with your child 

every day. Reading together could involve a nighttime read aloud with a picture book or a chapter book, 

having your child read you road signs, baking together and having them read the recipe. ANY reading your 

child can do with a loving and trusted adult not only improves reading comprehension and fluency, but it 

also instills warm and happy feelings that go with a love of reading.   

In math, we have completed our unit in measurement. Homework is also done for the year in math…no 

more practice work will be sent home, but you are encouraged to engage your child in mathematical 

conversations and problem solving!  Things like letting your child calculate how much time will lapse before 

leaving for school, calculating mileage from your home to a friend’s house, practicing double- and triple-

digit addition and subtraction will all help your child keep their math skills sharp through the summer. Our 

final chapter will involve geometric shapes, parts of a whole, and work to answer the question, “how do we 

use shapes and equal parts?” We will continue to work diligently in our math routines every day.   

Our time is passing quickly! Please check your child’s uniforms 

for holes and fit. Also, stay tuned for World Fair and end of the  

year volunteer opportunities!  

~~Mrs. Richardson 

laura.richardson@matsuk12.us 

CALLING ALL LIBRARY BOOKS!  

NOW is the time to scan your 

bookshelves, under the bed, and 

behind the couch for any lingering 

Academy library books. Please 

return those to the school ASAP so 

our fabulous parent volunteers can 

get them checked back in and ready 

for school next fall! 

 

mailto:Verona.berg@matsuk12.us
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The Manley Minute: 

Language Arts:  We continued to 

learn about the American 

Revolution.  This week we read “Paul 

Revere’s Ride” by Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow and acted out some 

Reader’s Theater plays about the 

Revolution.  Students began doing 

independent research on their 

assigned character or event.   

 

Math: Our focus this week was a 

spiraled end of year review.  Students 

revisited the topics we learned 

throughout the year in various formats 

in preparation for our MAP testing on 

Thursday and Friday.   

 

Mrs. Manley 
Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us  

Benbow’s Buzz 

Please do remember that although we are close to the year 
being over, we still are doing important work every day! Any 
days missed now will impact end of year assessments and 
World Fair activities.  

Three days this week were spent completing MAP tests, so 
we didn't get much time at all for language arts. We did use 
every available minute to squeeze in some review of 
American Revolution facts and to practice the Declaration of 
Independence! We also fit in some of our end-of-year 
assessments. 

Math class also lost three days to MAP testing, but we did 
take advantage of the other days to wrap up our review of 
fourth grade math with a CSI mystery about who kidnapped 
the teacher!  

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns! cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns! 
cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

Grimes Gambit 

Wow-what a week! 

Language Arts & Math - This week we did three days of 

MAP testing.  Over the three days, we completed the 

Math, Reading, and Language Arts portions of the NWEA 

Map tests.  The students worked extremely hard, and I am 

proud of the growth that can be seen from the beginning 

of the year to now.  I will be sending home their scores 

sometime next week.   On Friday, we continued studying 

the Romans, and students are really enjoying learning 

about the different stories of the Roman Gods and 

Goddesses.  Next week will be our last week of labs for the 

year as we start to bring together all of our knowledge and 

ideas on our composers.   

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Mrs. Grimes 

Austin.grimes@matsuk12.us  

 

 
 

 

Kile’s Kiddos 

This week during LA we completed MAP 
testing for the Spring.  Your children did a 
great job working hard and taking their time 
to do their very best.  On the two days we 
did have LA class, completed the end of 
the year assessments. 

In Math we explored liquid measures.  This 
was a Fun time with water and third 
graders, as you can imagine. 

Mrs. Kile 
Tamela.kile@matsuk12.us  

 

 

mailto:Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
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Sturgis Super Students!  

LA-- On Monday, the class worked on  

finishing their paragraphs for their  

Athens Visitor's Guides and turned  

on their creative juices to add extras  

to their brochures such as photos,  

reviews, and hotel suggestions. Mid-week was taken up 

by MAP testing so we will finish these up next week. 

After that, our focus will be on doing research for our 

World's Fair projects.  

Math-- We have been in A/B groups for much of the 

week due to MAP testing. We kicked off the week with 

a crash course in multiplying & dividing fractions and 

partnered with students from Mr. O's and Mrs. 

Kramer's class to complete a Math Escape Room 

activity. The students did an amazing job putting a new 

skill to use very quickly! 

Mrs. Sturgis 
Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us  

Kramer Kids 

Math-This week student’s had MAP testing and did a really 

good job applying everything we have been working on this 

year. We are still working on our sculptures to represent 

volume and surface area. Next week we will start on 

statistical measures! 

 

LA-We are on the final draft of our Sweet vs Sour Candy 

opinion/persuasion essay.  MAP testing has made this 

week’s schedule a bit different than our regular schedule, 

but everyone is being very flexible and working hard.  Next 

week we will start typing our book reports on the novel they 

were assigned to read.    

Mrs. Kramer 

Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us  

 

Mr. O’s TEAM  

Language Arts- The class is in full swing with Hatchet as we are progressing in the survival journey of 

Brian who is alone in the Canadian woods. We are having great discussions about the style of writing 

and the plot of the story and how the main character is handling his survival. We are also finishing our 

computerized MAP tests this week and we are seeing some serious growth from the beginning of the 

year! The 5th grade team is so proud of the class as a whole with how hard they have worked these past 

few weeks with our testing and end of year projects! 

Math- We are still doing our fractions as we are diving into operations with fractions and manipulating improper to 

mixed numbers. There are many students that are so close to finishing their ALEKS goal and with that completion they 

will receive a free lunch! We also finished MAP testing this week and the math growth was impressive from the 

beginning of the year to the end. We are in the final push and the class is still working so hard, we are very proud of our 

group for their maturity and effort in our last few weeks of school. 

Mr. Olson 

Pete.olson@matsuk12.us  

Dear Parents, 

This year our fifth-grade global community service project is working to help disadvantaged families in Peru to generate 
living incomes. We are working with Heifer International to raise money to buy an alpaca for a needy family.  Students 
have been learning about the communities of the Andean Altiplano, the difference between a survival income and a living 
income and want to share the advantages they have been given by Passing On The Gift.  Any donation brought in during 
the month of April to the classroom donation jar will go towards this worthy cause. 

The class that donates the most will earn a paleta (popsicle) party! If we meet our fundraising  
goal Mr. Olson has promised he will wear a llama costume if Señorita can find one! (And she sure can!) 

Thanks for your support, 
Mrs. Sturgis, Mr. Olson, Mrs. Kramer and Señorita Caterina 

 

mailto:Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us
mailto:Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us
mailto:Pete.olson@matsuk12.us


  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K-1st ... America's history of its 

independence and 2nd ... War of 

1812, James Madison and Francis 

Scott Key.  Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. 

Kramer 

 

 

 

In lab the elementary grades are 

busy finishing their World Fair 

projects and research. 3rd grade is 

working on a slide presentation for 

their composers, 4th has been 

enjoying videos from the American 

Revolution to create a digital 

project, and 5th grade has been 

busy creating Japan brochures 

along with digital displays of the 

geography and information.  

 

 

 

 

 
Español with Señorita 

Catarina 

Third and fourth grade students 
illustrated fun facts about the 
magnificent country of Peru. Fifth 
graders created and decorated 
llamas to raise interest in the 
domestic animals of Peru and 
prepared for their global 
community service project with 
Heifer International.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinders continued to work on 
handwriting and simple 

sentence structure. 

First Graders completed their 
World Fair projects and simple 

sentence writing. 

Second Grade worked on their 
books about the Greek Gods. 

 

 
 
 

 

Wow, what a week!  With Earth 

Day on Thursday, the third 

graders learned about fossil 

fuels, pollution, and global 

warming.  Fourth and fifth grades 

will do the same next week.  

Dissections went off without a 

hitch and we had great success 

and participation from all the 

students.  A special thank you 

goes out to all the parent 

volunteers that make this activity 

possible.  An extra special thank 

you goes out to Mrs. Ivacic for 

volunteering with her extensive 

experience that really helped 

with prep, scoring, and clean up. 

 

 

K-5 Lab Classes 



 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

     

Sixth Grade News 

Students had a busy week MAPping and learning. We are beginning to turn our focus towards World's Fair in 

two weeks where sixth grade will be presenting "Alaska's Resources". Students are choosing a resource to 

work on next week.  

If you would like any parent volunteer hours, we have some biking and  

hiking planned for the week after World Fair. Look for more information  

to come home soon along with student permission slips. 

As we close in on the end of our year, this is the time for students to redo  

any work that they are not satisfied with. Most assignments are still available  

in Google Classroom or on Aleks or NoRedInk. 

Let us know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Mr. Schumacher and Mr. Titus 
Robert.titus@matsuk12.us 
Jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us  

 
Seventh graders map tested this week. Eighth 
graders had a wonderful hands-on field trip to 
Peterson Bay in Seldovia. 
 

Señorita  
Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us  

 

mailto:Robert.titus@matsuk12.us
mailto:Jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us
mailto:Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us


   

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wrights Winners! 

World Fair needs: Seventh grade is looking for OLD radios, appliances, 

typewriter, etc. - nothing newer than the early 1950s (and it doesn't 

have to work) - to borrow for our project. We will return items to you 

the week after World Fair. Please contact Mr. Reilly or Mrs. Wright to 

arrange pick up or drop off. Thank you!! 

Wright 7th LA: In between MAP testing, the class began its final unit of 

dystopian literature for this year! Last week, students chose from a 

variety of books in the genre and tested them out over the weekend. 

They could swap Monday if the story didn't grab their attention. 

Students work in literature circles for their 3 book presentations and 

will create a video book trailer due next week.  

Wright 7th math: Students are working through Chapter 12 and its 

emphasis on shapes, volume and surface area. It'll be a race to see if 

we can reach the end of the book by April 30, our last day of formal 

classes. This coming Monday, their last 10 ALEKS topics are due.  

Wright 7th history: It's been a firehose of information this week, as 

students studied turning point battles in the USSR and N. Africa during 

WW2. We also looked at technological and societal contributions by 

Native Americans and the British code breakers at Bletchley Park. 

Students studied war propaganda types and identified them, 

specifically in the use of comics and movies aimed at kids. They are in 

week 4 of their chosen novels, and should be working steadily on their 

book projects, due next week.  

All hands outs and assignments are in  

ConnectEd or Google Classroom. Have  

a great weekend!  

Mrs. Wright 

Mary.wright@matsuk12.us  

 

 Beling Blurb: 
This week felt like a blur with MAP testing, but we managed to get 

through several more lessons on probability.  We have one more topic 

to cover next week and then we’ll be ready to take the Chapter 9 test 

and wrap up the semester. If students have a quiz and/or test that 

they would like to retake, then I need to know by Tuesday so we can 

get it scheduled and completed.  Thanks, and have a great weekend! 

Megan Beling 
megan.beling@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Around the World in 180 

Days   

We have been looking at the highlights 

of WWII (1940-1942). Students made a 

timeline and were tested on the major 

battles and what occurred of 

consequence in that year, such as Hitler 

invading USSR. We discussed these 

major occurrences and watched original 

film footage about them.  We also 

talked about Japan's imperialism and 

how it eventually led to the attack by 

the Japanese on China's ally, the 

USA.  We watched videos and discussed 

these happenings.  

Parents, ask your child what more they 

still need for their Roaring Twenties 

outfit for World Fair!

 

 

Write On!  (7th grade L.A. 

with Mr. Reilly) 

We have been MAP testing this 

week.  So, this has taken up quite a bit 

of our time.  However, students have 

been writing short stories, in class.  They 

were to write a fictitious or non-fiction 

short 3–4-page creative short 

story.  They had watched a video on 

"plot mountain," which explained rising 

action, climax, falling action, and 

resolution in a story.  Of course, they 

need to create conflict in their story! 

They are presently editing their work.  

Enjoy your weekend with your family! 

Mr. Reilly       

Edward.reilly@matsuk12.us    

 

mailto:Mary.wright@matsuk12.us
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What an AWESOME week! Thank you to every single person who helped make our 
Peterson Bay Field Trip happen. It was an incredible experience pack full of amazing 
science education and fantastic team building & bonding experiences.  It was so good 

for everyone’s hearts to spend time with the full class and the students seemed to have 
a blast. I want to give a giant shout out to the awesome parents that did all of our 

grocery shopping and then prepped & packed all of our food. I’d also like to thank all of 
our fantastic parent chaperones. We had such a great crew and the trip was such a 

blessing.  Hopefully the students are all rested up! 
 

Have a great, SUNNY weekend 
 
Mrs. Molina  
Stacy.molina@matsuk12.us  

 

mailto:Stacy.molina@matsuk12.us

