
 

  

  

  

 

   
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Event: 

4/6-4/8 Peaks Testing 

4/15 Pick up your raffle 
tickets 

Sibling Lottery 
Forms Due 

4/19-4/21 8th Grade Alaska 
Coastal Studies 

Fieldtrip 

4/30 Lottery Forms Due 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 

Assistant Principal: Peter Olson         Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          

 

 

 

April 2, 2021 

Dear Academy Families, 
 
PEAKS is the Performance Evaluation for Alaska’s Schools and part of 
the Alaska’s Report Card to the Public.  In Alaska, we invest over a 
billion dollars in public education each year.  This summative 
assessment informs stakeholders whether the money invested is 
contributing to increased learning for students.   
 
Thank you for ensuring that your child is well-nourished and well 
rested! 
 

• Tuesday, April 6th, 3rd thru 8h grade - English Language Arts 
portion of the PEAKS. 

 

• Wednesday, April 7th, 3rd thru 8th grade - Math portion of 
the PEAKS. 

 

• Thursday, April 8th, 5th Grade and 8th Grade only - Science 
PEAKS.   

Please have your student to finish their food and drinks before they 
come into the gym in the morning.  Students are not allowed to eat 
or drink in the gym.   

Thank you for all you do to help make Academy GREAT!  If you need 

anything, please do not hesitate to call, or email.  WE CARE! 

With Warm Regards, 

Barbara Gerard, Principal 

907-841-5704 

Job Corner 

11:55 to 12:35 – We could use your help covering lunches every day. 

Contact the office if you can set a day or two or more to help or drop in if 

you’re in the neighborhood and we can put you in a class! We have 

openings every day and would love to have your help giving teachers a 

lunch break! 

❖ Fix the butcher paper holder- 

❖ Sand down windowsills in office and restore and paint or install other 

solid surface for protection. 

❖ Replace lights in the Library building. (12-foot ceilings, need ladder!) 

http://matsuk12.us/acc


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

   

   

 

     

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

 First-Grade Facts  
 

Reading fluency has been our focus in reading 

strategies the last couple of weeks, having the 

accuracy portion well practiced ... becoming a 

voracious reader, recognizing punctuation and 

REreading!  We have been introducing writing 

paragraphs and talking about animal habitats as well 

as comparing/contrasting the stories of "Issun Boshi" 

and "Tom Thumb."  Math has been a lot of fun telling 

time and doing culminating projects with it ... making 

a timeline and flower clocks to display in our hallway.  

 

Also ... World Fair meeting next Thursday and watch 

for field trips posted on our FB group for upcoming 

field trips! 
 

Contact me anytime ... Mrs. Mayer 

Betsy.mayer@matsuk12.us  

 

Hey Diddle, Diddle, Little Miss Moffitt  

and Humpty Dumpty are just a few  

of the Mother Goose rhymes  

Kindergarten enjoyed this week.  I think  

the students surprised themselves with  

how many words they could read in the  

small rhyme books they colored.  Each  

small group completed another book  

and brought it home to share with you this week.  Our new 

phonogram sounds are AU and AW. 

 During math we began reviewing coins and their values as 

students added coin cut outs to the math book they are 

making.  We also continue to work on numbers, quantities, and 

place value during our math block. 

Thank you for all the generous donations for our egg 

hunt.  Students in the yellow group hid eggs for the orange 

group while the orange group hid eggs for the yellow 

group.  Students colored a small basket to collect their eggs 

in.  Check out our Facebook page for pictures. 

Academy World Fair is quickly approaching.  There are a lot of 

areas to plan and help with to make the event a success.  We 

will have our first meeting on Zoom on Tuesday at 2:30. I will 

email out the meeting link.  Please join us if you can.  

As always, feel free to contact me anytime if I can help with any 

questions or concerns.  

Mrs. Berg     Verona.berg@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

Holler for Reading! 

Hello Families, 

This week in 2nd grade was fantastic!  The students 

writing is greatly improving. It is exciting to see the 

growth in the structure of their sentences and 

development of expanding vocabulary!  Our study of 

time was culminated with a Chapter 10 test on 

Friday.  They have worked hard to be able to tell time 

on an analog clock.  I am proud of their efforts! 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend! 

Mrs. Holler 

Misty.holler@matsuk12.us  

Richardson’s Rockin’ 2nd Grade! 
 

Language Arts: 

This April, we will have our final days of progress 

monitoring students for reading fluency and will be 

collecting end of the school year data on reading fluency 

and comprehension in the days and weeks to come. We 

also will be working on reading informational text as we 

write and learn about the digestive system for World Fair! 

Stay tuned for parent volunteer opportunities as we 

prepare for World Fair in the Open Air! 

Math: 

It’s about time we wrap up our unit on time! (Do you like 

that play on words?!  Lol!) Students have completed 

Chapter 10 on telling time. Our next unit of study focuses 

on measurement. The growth and confidence in math has 

been fun to watch this school year!  

Please don't hesitate to reach out with questions or 

concerns. 

Mrs. Richardson  

laura.richardson@matsuk12.us 

mailto:Betsy.mayer@matsuk12.us
mailto:Verona.berg@matsuk12.us
mailto:Misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:laura.richardson@matsuk12.us


  

Grimes Gambit 

Language Arts - 

This week in Language Arts we worked on our reading 

comprehension and really worked on homing in our skills 

for answering "tricky" questions.  The students also 

worked on reading a passage, answering the questions 

by restating the question, and then providing evidence 

from the passage to support their answer.  We 

continued working on our Spalding and inputted 30 

words from List S into our Spalding notebooks.  We 

finished the week by writing about kindness, each 

student wrote about how they are kind and helpful in 

our classroom, school, and community. 

Math - 

This week in Math was an intense week of review.  We 

reviewed area, perimeter, fractions, measurement, 

elapsed time, answering questions from data provided 

from line plots and various other graphs.  These are all 

areas that the students have learned throughout the 

school year, but I wanted them to review each content 

matter so it would be fresh in their minds for next week.  

We will continue with more in-depth learning of 

fractions and measurement over the next couple of 

weeks.  

I hope everyone has a wonderful weekend!  

See you on Monday! 

Mrs. Grimes 

Austin.grimes@matsuk12.us  

 

Kile’s Kiddos 
 

This week we completed our last spelling list for 
the year for testing.  No worries we are going to 
practice using our rules to spell complex 
words.  Students are also preparing for next week 
Peak Testing in LA and Math. 

In math we are revisiting different concepts to 
prepare for Peak testing. 

Next week we will Peak Test on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Please be sure your child gets 
plenty of sleep, has a healthy breakfast and 
brings a healthy snack. Thank you in advance. 

Mrs. Kile 
Tamela.kile@matsuk12.us  

 

 

mailto:Austin.grimes@matsuk12.us
mailto:Tamela.kile@matsuk12.us


 

                                                                                                                 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Manley Minute: 

Our World Fair topic this year is The American 

Revolution.  Please check our Facebook page and 

Ms. B’s newsletter for announcements for the whole 

group. More information will come as we receive it!  

 

Language Arts: This week we continued to practice 

our Spalding phonograms and took our monthly 50-

word test.  We continued reading King Arthur where 

once again Sir Lancelot has come to rescue the 

queen.  The students are really enjoying the book, 

despite the challenging vocabulary. Our reading 

comprehension focus this week has come back 

around to finding the main idea.   

 

Math: We have continued our fractions unit and 

students are doing well finding equivalent fractions 

and writing fractions in simplest form.  Students 

completed a “Who Stole the Easter Eggs?” CSI 

packet that covered adding fractions with unlike 

denominators, finding volume, elapsed time, and 

multiplication to discover who the suspect was.  For 

students who met their ALEKS goal, we had our 

monthly incentive party on Friday.  Quite a few 

students have moved on to the next level in ALEKS 

and have earned their free lunch from Mrs. Gerard.  

Way to go!   

 

Please feel free to contact me with questions or 

concerns.  Grades are entered weekly on 

ParentVUE.  It is a JOY to be teaching your 4th 

grader; I look forward to a great year! 

 

Mrs. Manley 
Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us  

Benbow’s Buzz 

Thank you to the families that have already 
responded to our World Fair update. The Folcik family 
and the Miller family have offered to take care of the 
north church and the ship. So far we have two rocking 
chairs, which should have us covered. We will 
continue to send out updates as we get more 
information about the space we will have available 
and our needs as we get closer! 

In language arts, we continued our unit on the 
American Revolution, which will carry us through to 
World Fair. Although we finished the reader in class, 
which gave us a great overview, we will begin doing 
more research about specific people and events in 
the upcoming weeks. Please ask your child to share 
what he or she has learned about this important part 
of history. 

In math, we finished building our cities! It was 
wonderful to watch the class get so involved in a 
learning project! It was a lot of cutting and gluing, but 
we extended our geometry knowledge to include 
three dimensional shapes that are not normally 
covered in fourth grade. We have also been 
reviewing the rest of our fourth-grade concepts at the 
start of every class.  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or concerns. 

cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

mailto:Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us


 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 

   
 
 

    
     
   
 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
   
   
  
  
  
  
   

 
     
   
    
   
     
  
 

Sturgis Super Students!  

LA-- We finished our first read-through of A 

Midsummer Night's Dream this week. Shakespeare's 

language is challenging but the class really rose to the 

occasion and began to understand this unique way of 

writing. Along with reading, we watched several short clips 

of actors performing this play to enhance our 

understanding. The next challenge for the students will be 

to use what they have read, and their own imaginations, to 

create a visitor's guide to persuade tourists to visit the 

forest outside of Athens. PEAKS practice tests were woven 

in throughout the week as well. The students worked very 

hard and I know they will do great on the actual test next 

week.   

Math-- Reviewing and preparing for the PEAKS was our 

focus this week. We covered the practice test and put 

several test-taking strategies to good use. Our work in our 

regular math book was a little slow, but we did work hard 

on finding the lowest common denominator (LCD) and 

used that to compare fractions. Our final activity for the 

week was a partner activity to solve story problems 

involving adding or subtracting fractions. Everyone dove 

right in and I was very pleased with how quickly they 

developed an understanding of this skill.  

Mrs. Sturgis 
Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us  

Kramer Kids 

Language Arts 

We have been working hard on improving our text 

dependent analysis writing skills. We are working on 

restating the question, citing and finding evidence in 

the text, and explaining how the evidence relates to 

the question. Each student has been assigned a book 

to read on their own. They will have a book report 

due May 3. They were given a description of the 

assignment requirements today. Important things to 

note are: they will not have class time to read the 

book, but there will be class time to type the report- 

however, a rough draft will need to be written at 

home.  

Math 

We are working through Chapter 10 and have been 

busy calculating the surface area and volume of 

rectangular and triangular prisms and pyramids.  As 

we get into lengthy formulas we have had to realize 

that sometimes it is easier to slow down, write 

things down, and stay very organized with all of the 

different equations. Students are still making great 

progress in Aleks. We even had a student complete 

the 6th grade level and move onto the 7th grade 

level! They are all such hard workers! Pizza fraction 

day is coming up on the 16th, be on the lookout for 

more information coming home about that.  

 

Mrs. Kramer 

Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us  

 

Mr. O’s TEAM  

Language Arts- This week we have been doing some test 

preparation for the PEAKS assessment that is next week. We 

have been making connections to our prior learning this year 

and realizing that we have been practicing all of the skills, all 

year long. I am excited to see their performance and the class 

is ready to perform well. We have also been busy daily with 

our spelling practice as well as working on our fiction writing 

piece about Saint George and the Dragon.  

Math- Math has been busy this week as we have been 

tackling the hardest topics of the year, GCF (greatest 

common factor) and LCM (least common multiple). The class 

is really starting to get it and we are now applying these skills 

to reducing and comparing fractions. We have also been 

sprinkling in a few other subjects like geometry before state 

testing next week.  

Mr. Olson 

Pete.olson@matsuk12.us  

mailto:Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us
mailto:Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us
mailto:Pete.olson@matsuk12.us


  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holler for Art! 

This week in art was 

wonderful!  The 3,4, and 5 

students are immersed in clay 

building!  They were thrilled to 

have their hands in the wet 

material and can't wait for it to 

be fired and then have a chance 

to glaze.   

 

 

 

 

 

The labs are busy this rotation in 

primary we are completing daily 

literacy skill practice with Lexia, 

doing math facts on 

splashmath.com , and learning 

about geography, literacy, math, 

and science in ABCmouse.com. The 

second and first graders are also 

getting to use their iPads in most 

labs as they learn to draw and take 

notes. 

 

 

 

 
Español with Señorita 

Catarina 
 

Kindergarten students are working 
on an opposites book and dancing 
some monkey dances.  First 
graders are playing Simon Dice 
and working with cold vocabulary 
and their clothing vocabulary. 
Second graders are creating their 
Spanish alphabet books and 
working on their own personal 
letters. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd, 4th and 5th are continuing 
to perfect TDA writing.  I am 
proud of the effort put forth. 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

New England Colony focus in 3rd 

grade .... Alaska Relief Map success 

in 4th ... and Geographical 

exploration of Japan!   

Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. Kramer 

 

 

 

All primary labs continued to work 

on their World Fair topics during 

this rotation.  Kindergarten is 

mastering their knowledge of the 5-

Senses.  First grade concentrated on 

desert habitats.  Second grade is 

building a lapbook about all of the 

human body systems. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

4th GRADE FROG DISSECTIONS: 

APRIL 19th Group A 12:30-1:50 pm 

APRIL 22nd Group B 12:30-1:50 pm 

 

5th GRADE FETAL PIG DISSECTIONS: 

APRIL 20th Group A 12:30-1:50 pm 

APRIL 23rd Group B 12:30-1:50 pm 

 

DUE DATE for 5th GRADE SCIENCE 

FAIR DISPLAY BOARD ONLY:  

APRIL 12TH 7:30 am 

The Science fair results will be 

posted on the Academy Facebook 

page. 

 

 

 

K-5 Lab Classes 

http://splashmath.com/
http://abcmouse.com/


 

 

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

     

Sixth Grade News 

We are working hard to prepare for testing and World Fair in the weeks to come. Students in both LA classes are 

spending time getting re-acquainted with writing by hand, reading for detail, and making claims supported by 

evidence. In social studies, students have completed their Gettysburg Address recitation. The unit on family 

immigration continues, exploring the reasons people's ancestors have moved to America.  Math groups are 

learning volume and surface area calculations as well as reviewing previous chapters. Science class used 

Newton's Laws of motion and the Scientific Method to improve balloon car distances.  Ask your child how they 

did in the races. 

Looking for parent hours? We will be spending many of the days in the week after World Fair taking local hikes 

and picking up trash along the trails as part of our community volunteer time. Parents are welcome to come 

along. 

Let us know if you have any questions. 

Mr. S and Mr. T 

Robert.titus@matsuk12.us 

Jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us  

 
Seventh grade Spanish students are learning the irregular verbs Ir, 
Dar and Estar and taking their test on Transportation words.   
Eighth Bluebirds are working with verbs in the present progressive 
tense.  We are working on amalgamating our vocabulary and being 
able to create cohesive, more complex sentences that express our 
thoughts in Spanish. 
Eighth grade Blackbirds are working on the difference between 
conjugations and infinitives and creating their own restaurant skits. 
All middle school grades are updated daily and available on Synergy  
for students to gauge their progress. 

 
Señorita  
Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us  

 

mailto:Robert.titus@matsuk12.us
mailto:Jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us
mailto:Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us


   

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wrights Winners! 

World Fair needs: Seventh grade is looking for OLD radios, appliances, 

typewriter, etc. - nothing newer than the early 1950s (and it doesn't have to 

work) - to borrow for our project. We will return items to you the week after 

World Fair. Please contact Mr. Reilly or Mrs. Wright to arrange pick up or drop 

off. Thank you!! 

Wright 7th LA: We began our unit on poetry this week. Students learned 

and studied poetry vocabulary, and we practiced identifying literary 

devices with various poems. We also used the TPCASTT method to analyze 

poetry that uses higher vocabulary or language style than that of middle 

school, and practiced with the poem "Tyger" by William Blake. Students 

continued to revise their short stories, some moving onto Scene 2.  

Wright 7th math: Students are working in Chapter 11, with its emphasis on 

angles, shapes and beginning geometry. The homework is timed for best 

brain practice and it is given Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please 

encourage your student to complete that practice in the evening. Those 

who do not end up relearning what was taught the day before; it is 

definitely working harder, not smarter. Ten ALEKS topics are due Monday 

for those who have completed their Prodigy PEAKS review.  

Wright 7th history: The class took notes and a timeline on the build up to 

World War 2 and the evolution of the Axis dictators. We looked at type 

and characteristics of those governments and took a quiz Wednesday. 

Students are reading either Diary of Anne Frank or Prison B-3087. They are 

meeting in literature circles each Thursday and have questions on their 

reading due Thursday as well.  

All hand outs and homework are in Classroom or ConnectEd. Have a great 

weekend! 

Mrs. Wright 

 

Beling Blurb: 
I can’t believe how fast these weeks are going by, but here we are, at the 

beginning of April with PEAKS tests next week.  My 7th Grade Math 

students worked really hard this week on Geometry. We extended last 

week’s learning by practicing how to solve for the volume and surface area 

of a 3D shape.  On Thursday, students also took a test on Chapter 8 

content. We wrapped up the week on Friday with a comprehensive review 

of the 7th Grade material by rotating through stations as a small group. 

We’ll also be doing the PEAKS practice test on Monday in order to review 

testing strategies.  I saw a really big improvement in ALEKS completion this 

week! Thank you for your continued support! Have a great weekend. 

 

Megan Beling 
megan.beling@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Around the World in 180 

Days   

 

We are putting the 1930s in the rearview 

mirror.  Students created their own 

competition games this week to help them 

remember all the varied social programs 

that FDR implemented in his first two years 

in office.  Some of these social programs 

are still a big part of how our government 

and society operates. The week culminated 

with students demonstrating their 

knowledge and memory of the major 

events of the Depression era. We also 

looked at primary sources portraying the 

significance and challenges of this time 

period. 

 

 
  

Write On!  (7th grade L.A. 

with Mr. Reilly) 
  

We have continued to practice skills and 

strategies for responding to text 

dependent analysis.  We have been 

discussing how to be successful in 

approaching our narratives to be able to 

analyze the reading and write a 2–3-page 

response in essay form.  Students used the 

Venn diagram and their outlines to help 

themselves prepare to write a rough draft.  

We also examined other student's essays 

that had been judged and we saw what 

comprised a strong response and also 

what a weak response looked like. 

We have started reading a graphic novel 

version of Shakespeare's play, The 

Tempest.  

  

Enjoy your weekend with your family! 

Mr. Reilly       

Edward.reilly@matsuk12.us    

 

mailto:megan.beling@matsuk12.us
mailto:Edward.reilly@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      

  

   

     

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

8th Grade Home Room 

Happy April!  
 
Our math class has been digging deep into 
applying the principles of the Pythagorean 
Theorem and I love hearing the students 
say “This is so easy!” These concepts era 
coming easily to them because all of the 
hard work they have put in throughout the 
year.  Also, I am prouder by the day of our 
class’s hard work on their ALKS which is 
now 88%, which is phenomenal.  I am so 
proud! 
 
We have begun our unit on The Cold War 
and are also at Presidents #38-40. We are 
moving into the Modern Era and this is 
truly my favorite unit of the year. The 
students are always fascinated to see how 
the elements of the Cold War were 
interconnected.  
 
Please check your email for permission 
slips for regarding our upcoming field trip 
to Peterson Bay Field Station with the 
Alaska Center for Coastal studies.   Our trip 
dates HAVE BEEN MOVED to April 19th-
21st.   Please return the permission slips 
A.S.A.P. Thank you! 
 
 
**PLEASE NOTE: We are VERY short on 
paper plates and could also use more forks 
& spoons as well.  If you are able to donate 
a pack, that would be an enormous help!   
 
Have a Happy Easter,  
Mrs. Molina  
Stacy.molina@matsuk12.us  

 

8th Science 

The Blackbird group continued to work on the construction 

and redesign of their Rube Goldberg projects.  The Bluebird 

group is completing their circuit quiz board as well as 

reviewing concepts in preparation for the PEAKS science 

assessment which is taken in 5th, 8th, and 10th grades. 

 

Algebra 1 

Chapter 9 is in the books!  Friday was a review of the PEAKS 

8th grade math assessment.  Next week will be more review 

then the math assessment on Wednesday. 

Mrs. Tompkins 

Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us  

 

Manley’s Minute: 8th Grade LA 

 

This week we’ve focused on the TDA portion of the 

PEAKS practice test.  We examined the rubric and 

scored student work according to the guidelines.  

Students then submitted a paragraph that showed all 

the components of a quality paragraph.  Next week we 

will be PEAKS testing and diving into Shakespeare’s 

Twelfth Night.   

 

Mrs. Manley 

Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us  
 

 

 

mailto:Stacy.molina@matsuk12.us
mailto:Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us
mailto:Patsy.manley@matsuk12.us

