
 

  

  

  

  
     

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

   

   

March 9-
15 

 Spring Break 

3/16  WD no school for 
students 

3/27  Ski field trip day  

4/3 1pm Early release day  

5/7  All day World Fair Day 
students stay late 
this day till 5 pm  

5/8  No school for 
students  

5/13 6pm 8th grade 
Graduation 

5/15 11:20-
1pm 

End of school picnic 
and early release 
day  

5/16-18  Exit interviews  

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 
Assistant Principal: Peter Olson        Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          
 
 
 

March 6, 2020 

Date:    Time:          Event: Congratulations  Sam Moose for making to 
the state Geography Bee competition!!   It 
will be held on March 27th in 
Anchorage.  Good luck Sam! 

PHOTOS NEEDED! 

Please email or text any awesome 
photos you took this year to Sabrena 
for inclusion in the 2019-2020 
yearbook! 

academycharteryearbook@gmail.com 

907-350-8070 

Field Trips, Class Parties, Electives, 
Competitions, Etc.!  

Need by 03/20/2020  
 

The Academy Advisory Board  
Meets every second Tuesday of each 
month at 3:30 at Academy’s All welcome 
to attend. 
** Next Advisory Board meeting 
will be held on Marcy 17, 2020 
due to Break.  

All welcome to attend  

 

http://matsuk12.us/acc
mailto:academycharteryearbook@gmail.com


  

    

 

    

 

  

  

 

 

   
  

 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

  

 

 First-Grade Facts . . .  
Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us   
Dr. Seuss week .... antonyms, synonyms, 
Horton hands and write-ups, Sneetches project, 
Cat in the Hat visitor and eating green eggs and 
ham ... as well as choosing what to research for 
World Fair!  They LOVE reading Dr. Seuss 
books and have had a whole lot of that thanks 
to everyone letting the class borrow books!  We 
will come back from break to review and be 
tested on double-digit addition/subtraction and 
then launch into doing that addition with 
regrouping!  Enjoy your spring break, and I look 
forward to seeing everyone again for our 
downward slide of first grade!   

 

Contact me anytime!  Mrs. Mayer 

 

Classroom News  
                                                                  

Kindergarten Construction! 

Dr. Seuss was our focus this week.  His birthday 
would have been Monday.  In his 7 decade career he 
wrote lots of books that our students still enjoy.  He 
had a way with rhyme and imagination that pulled 
you into a story--no matter how silly.  Kindergarten 
students could be heard delighting in all the words 
they could read in his books!  Thank you to all the 
families that so quickly signed up to help with our 
green eggs and ham today.  You are wonderful! 

We learned about measurement this week in 
math.  Students were introduced to our standard 
measure of foot and inches on a ruler and measuring 
tape.  They practiced measuring to the nearest 
inch.  After our break we will begin our take home 
math book that reviews all the standards for 
Kindergarten. 

Have a great break!! 

Verona.berg@matsuk12.us 

Holler for Reading! 
We finished "Charlotte's Web" by sitting on the carpet 
together and reading the last chapter.  On Thursday we 
watched the movie with Mrs. Booth's class and ate 
popcorn.  It was fun to hear the students talk about the 
differences between the movie and book.   
 
Holler for Math! 
The students finished the money chapter.  When we 
return from the break they'll be studying time and 
measurement.  Students can access Splash Learn at 
home during the break for extra practice.  I was very 
proud of their efforts in learning to count coins! 
 
I hope you have a wonderful break! 
misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

 

Mrs. Booth 

We finished Charlotte's Web this week.  It 
was a little tearful at the end.  We did 
watch the movie with popcorn for the 
finale. 

The class heard/read many stories from the 
Dr. Seuss books.  It was a fun week with the 
various activities.  They invented their own 
cleaning machine from the Cat in the Hat 
book. 

Thank you for helping with Green Eggs and 
Ham morning.  The kids were excited for it. 

Thank you to Melissa and Callie for bringing 
in a new microwave for the class.  It really 
helped for lunches. 

Have a relaxing and fun filled break!    Mrs. 
Booth 

Michelle.booth@matsuk12.us  

mailto:Verona.berg@matsuk12.us
mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:Michelle.booth@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  

  Kile’s Kiddos 
 tamela.kile@matsuk12.us   

This week the group stayed together and finished our core 
stories.  This was a fun unit of exploration of Greek myths.  Ask your 
child which one was his/her favorite.  Spelling list for the week after 
spring break will be emailed at the end of next week. 

In math we also stayed together and did our geometry lessons.  This 
was a lot of hands on exploration of angles, polygons, triangles, and 
quadrilaterals.  We sure had fun using toothpicks, triangles, and geo 
boards to explore all of the above. 

 

The Manley Minute:   
patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

  Language Arts:  We entered 30 words into our 
Spalding notebooks and the students were 
tasked with finding their meaning in the 
dictionary.   

We also finished reading King Arthur and the 
Knights at the Round Table.  After the book, the 
students chose a favorite scene from the book 
to summarize and retell from the character’s 
point of view.   

Math: We continued working on fractions this 
week, specifically making equivalent fractions 
and writing fractions in simplest form.  Their 
brains were definitely challenged through our 
Equivalent Fraction Star Puzzles!  Our Hawaiian 
Party to celebrate students passing their 
multiplication tests is just 9 class periods 
away!  Thank you for continuing to practice over 
Spring Break!   

Please feel free to contact me with questions or 
concerns.  Grades are entered weekly on 
ParentVue, however please allow additional 
time for late or missing assignments to be 
entered.    It is a JOY to be teaching your 4th 
grader; I look forward to a great year! 

 

 

Fourth Grade Buzz   

Please make sure to let Mrs. Manley and me know 
if you are planning vacations over the next few 
weeks! Without the proper notice that students 
will be absent, it is very difficult for us to plan 
important lessons and assessments as we 
approach the end of the year.  
 
Fourth grade has two field trips planned that will 
require drivers! Please remember that as a driver, 
we are counting on you to serve as a chaperone 
for your group for the entirety of the trip. We are 
going to the Alaska Native Heritage Museum on 
March 31 and to the Anchorage Museum on April 
23. Do remember that we cannot bring siblings on 
Academy field trips. Also, if you plan to request 
that your child ride with a certain parent, make 
sure you have communicated with that parent 
prior to submitting your request.   
 
Language Arts – We focused most of our time 
reading King Arthur this week. Not only did we 
practice our comprehension skills by answering 
questions, but I turned the tables this week and 
asked the students to write the questions! It was 
quite a challenge for them to come up with questions 
that would lead to open discussions 
 
Math – This week we focused on classifying, 
measuring and drawing angles.  We will continue to 
review the concepts that have been introduced 
throughout the year.   
As always, if you have concerns or questions, please send an 
email to: cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us  or 
patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 
 
 
 

3rd  4t h & 5t h grades  
                                                                  

mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us
mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
   
  
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richardson’s Rockin’ Language Arts 

Our class has been reading Harriet Tubman and 
Frederick Douglass and discussing the difficulties of 
slavery and pre-Civil War history. Each of our class is 
creating an ABC Book with vocabulary, quotes and 
characters that help demonstrate an understanding 
of the biographies we are reading. For example, for 
the letter A, a student may use the word Abolitionist 
to show what they know about people who were 
risking their lives and careers to abolish slavery 
These books will be due after spring break. . 

Many kids and congratulations to the ENTIRE 5th 
grade on a fantastic mercado! I can’t wait to hear 
about how much money was raised to help the 
tortugas (turtles)! The student-made projects were 
really top notch and fun to browse and buy.  Nice 
job, 5th grade!!!  

Have a safe and healthy spring break!  

~~Mrs. Richardson 

Laura.Richardson@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 Mercado 

Fifth graders put on a fabulous Mercado to aid 
Tortugranja of Isla Mujeres, Mexico in saving sea turtles 
as they nest, hatch and go back to the sea.  Our fifth 
graders worked hard - researching, writing speeches, 
making beautiful posters, creating games and 
wonderful  handicrafts.  Students made:  turtle cookies, 
turtle jokes, turtle lego projects, knitted turtles, turtle 
bookmarks, turtle earrings, turtle slime, turtle bracelets, 
turtle coloring books, turtle t-shirts, turtle magnets, 
turtle woodburnings and of course Churros!  Many 
thanks to fifth grade parents supplying butter and eggs 
and oil for churros and loaning out their fryers. Special 
thanks to Kaelin Licht (resident turtle expert), Mrs. 
Drummond, Mr.and Mrs.  Wuestenberg, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sakis, Kaylee and Sophia's Grandmothers, Mrs. Provo, 
Mrs. Cambron, Mrs. Tichenor, Mr. Thomas, Mrs. Megan 
and Mrs. Ashley for all their help especially with churro 
making. We appreciate you!  

 

5th grade has a field trip to see Kattam and 
his Tam Tams at the Anchorage Performing 
Arts Center on Tuesday, March 17—our 
first day back from spring break? We will 
leave at 8:30 and return approximately at 
noon.  

 

mailto:Laura.Richardson@matsuk12.us
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Hello Families, 

This week in art the K, 1, and 
2 students celebrated the 
illustrations of Dr. 
Seuss!  They built their own 
creatures in his style.  Their 
challenge was to mix at least 
4 animals together to create 
their own image.  It was fun 
to see them brainstorm with 
their neighbors about what 
an elephant, dog, lion, rat 
would look like!  

misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3-5 Science 

This week we wrapped up some odds 
and ends.  Fourth and fifth grades 
began their anatomy lessons in 
preparation for the dissections 
coming up in April. 

The lab needs someone to regularly 
straighten up the science library 
books.  It can be done at any time of 
the day and only takes a few minutes. 

5th Science Fair Project Display 
Boards are due: April 13th, 2020. 

5th Science Fair is Open April 17th at 
1:00 pm.  Please do not come in 
earlier. 

4th Grade Frog Dissection is April 21, 
2020, 1-2:20. Volunteer spots are 
full! 

5th Grade Fetal Pig Dissection is April 
22, 2020, 1-2:20pm. Volunteer spots 
are full! 

 

 

 

Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Kindergarten class learned 
about North America.  We 
studied the 3 countries.  Thank 
you to Mrs. Holler for finishing 
our maps for us. 

The First graders completed their 
bell shaped American Symbol 
Book.  Thank you Ms. Jessica for 
the help on that project. 

The Second graders reviewed 
Paul Revere and his role in the 
American Revolution.  We will 
now move our focus to the War 
of 1812. 

***4th grade parents....There is a 
sign-up in front of the office for 
help needed for the Alaska Relief 
Maps.  It is a for two days..March 
30th and April 2nd.  :O)  

michelle.booth@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

Kindergarteners worked on 
writing and exploring verbs 
and nouns.  First grade wrote 
opinion papers.  They were 
asked to explain what 
superpower and pet they 
thought was best and give 
three reason why.  Second 
graders continued to work on 
their bug reports for world fair.  

tamela.kile@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us
mailto:michelle.booth@matsuk12.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us


   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                           6th, 7th and 8th Grades 

The way to say Middle School in Spanish is escuela intermedia 😊😊 

 

  Sixth Grade News 

Thank you to all the families who made us feel 
very "appreciated" last week. We enjoyed the 
goodies and cards. 

This week students in all writing classes have 
been developing a claim and finding evidence 
to support that claim.  Response paragraphs 
will be due by Friday.  

Math groups are finishing up chapter 
assessments. 

Science class has begun building balloon cars. 

Social studies has wrapped up the Gettysburg 
Address and we are now focused on Juneau. 

Enjoy Spring Break! 

Mr. Titus and Mr. Schumacher 

Have a great weekend, Mr. Schumacher and 
Mr. Titus Robert.titus@matsuk12.us 
jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us  

 

 

 

6th grade Reading 

We finalized our study of Julius Caesar this 
week, and we are still not confident that we 
truly know who was responsible for his 
tragic death!  
Cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

Español with Señorita Catarina 
Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us 
Sixth graders have a telling time 
worksheet to complete over Spring 
Break. 

 Seventh graders are working on 
Listening mastery with Voces their 
online textbook.  

Eighth graders are working on a 
body ailment project. 

 

Señorita's Superb Sixth Graders 
Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us 
We are finishing our book of choice over Spring 
Break and creating a full color timeline to wow 
our fellow students with upon our return. 

 

Vaminos con Senor Reilly  

Two of the three Spanish grade levels have been reviewing 
with commands, such as look at me or stand up.  They were 
given a quiz, asking them to write 10 sentences giving three 
separate orders for each sentence.   

Sixth grade reviewed their good manners, such as excuse me 
and I am so sorry!  We practiced with a choral response and 
then students worked with several different partners, getting 
lots of repetitions.  They have homework to do for or next 
meeting, in a couple of weeks. Have a great weekend with your 
family! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Robert.titus@matsuk12.us
mailto:jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us
mailto:Cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
mailto:Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us
mailto:Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

News at 7  

Wright 7th LA: This week, students 
worked steadily on scenes 1 and 2 in 
their creative writing short story. 
We also studied Shakespeare's The 
Tempest,  comparing the modern 
English to the script. Student 
practiced their text dependent 
analysis, skills they learned last 
semester, in going deeper into 
character motivations. We also 
watched the 2010 movie starring 
Helen Mirren. Over spring break, the 
assignment is to read at least one 
book of their choice.  

Wright 7th math: Students are 
moving through the geometry 
concepts of Chapter 11. They 
created a Pythagorean spiral and 
began practicing in Prodigy, which 
targets areas of weakness in grade 
level math concepts. We'll be 
working in Prodigy the test of this 
month, and students will have the 
opportunity to earn extra credit in 
Prodigy over spring break.  

Wright 7th history: We reviewed the 
New Deal programs in class using 
flashcards students made. Students 
took an open note quiz on Thursday. 
The class also began a timeline of 
events leading up to WW2, such as 
Hitler becoming Chancellor of 
Germany in 1933, and the evolution 
of the Japanese military. 

All hand outs and assignments are 
on ConnectEd or Google Classroom. 
Have a great spring break! Mrs. 
Wright Mary.wright@matsuk12.us  

Write On!  (7th grade Reading & L.A. 
with Mr. Reilly) 

Students wrote a five paragraph persuasive 
essay, which they edited and peer 
edited.  They were given seven different 
topics to pick from.  The past couple of 
days students have been presenting their 
essays in front of the class.  Gaining 
confidence for public speaking is 
imperative; therefore students get lots of 
opportunity in my class to practice that. 

We have finished reading The Old Man 
and the Sea, by Hemingway.  Students 
reading this aloud in class and at home. 
We had a  discussion afterwards 
comparing what their predictions were 
compared to how the author resolved the 
conflict in the story.  Then had to write a 
full one page reflection paper about this 
book. Also, students had to draw a new 
and improved drawing for this 
book. Students seemed to have enjoyed 
this book!  

 Around the World in 180 Days  (7th grade 
History with Mr. Reilly) 

Students had been learning about the 
geographic land forms of Asia, like 
mountain ranges, major rivers, and 
deserts.  Then they took a test on the 
material; it was an online interactive quiz 
for them to test their working memory to 
reflect what they had learned. 

We've been learning about FDR's New 
Deal Programs during the 1930s.  Students 
were several relief programs to research 
and report back to the class.  Then we 
discussed some of those programs and 
came to consensus as to what to write for 
short notes about some of those 
"alphabet"  programs.  We also listened to 
some segments from FDR's fireside 
speeches. They'll be a quiz on some of 
those programs after spring break. 

Have a great weekend with your 
family! Mr. Reilly        

 

7th Grade Science 

Seventh grade wrapped up 
their study of protists, 
fungi, and algae.  We will 
be moving on to 
environmental science after 
spring break. 

Georgia.tompkins@matsuk
12.us 

 

7th grade math 
started the week 
off with a test on 
equations and 
inequalities. We 
have now moved on 
to Chapter 7, 
Geometry. Please 
remind your 
student to work on 
their Aleks topics 
over spring break! 

 
ATTENTION PARENTS: 
State testing is the first 
week of April. All 
weeks of school are 
important, but if your 
child goes on vacation 
in the weeks between 
spring break and 
testing, we teachers 
cannot catch them up 
before they take the 
state assessment.   

Please use one of ACS's 
many breaks instead of 
removing your child 
from regular instruction 
for a vacation.  

 

mailto:Mary.wright@matsuk12.us
mailto:Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us
mailto:Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manley’s Minute: 8th Grade LA 
patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

This week we started finished reading 
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night aloud in 
class.  The student’s easily spotted 
the many uses of dramatic and verbal 
irony throughout the play. They were 
on the edge of their seats when all of 
the characters came to the stage in 
Act 5.  Thankfully, this comedy did 
have a happy ending!   

 

8th Grade Science  
Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us 

Rube Goldberg rocked the lab!  We 
had some amazing contraptions to 
staple papers, pour water, and open a 
soda can.  I’m hoping to post some 
videos on the Academy website soon. 

 

Algebra 1 

Chapter 8 is in the books just 
in time before the break! 

 

Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us 

 

8th grade home room  

Welcome to March! The extended daylight 
is has been wonderful and the students are 
very eager for Spring Break! 

Our current math unit is all about Geometry 
and the students are doing fabulously! They 
have done a great job integrating the new 
vocabulary and applying the rules specific 
to this unit.   

English I created Greek Mythology Trading 
cards this week as a culminating project 
after completing Homer’s The Odyssey.  
They are also independently reading 
Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter. 
We will have a one day, Socratic Seminar-
style discussion of this text after the break.   

In history, we had a thorough discussion of 
the implications of China’s One Child Policy 
and how the policy will impact the nation for 
decades to come.   

Have a fantastic break, 

Mrs. Molina  

 

mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us
mailto:Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us
mailto:Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us
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