
 

  

  

  

 

   
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Event: 

2/15/21 
At 12:35  

Valentines 
parties for k-5 

grades  

2/16/21 Early release 
day  

2/17 -19 PD days no 
school 

3/2/21 8th Grade Cap 
and Gown 
Pictures 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 

Assistant Principal: Peter Olson         Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          

 

 

 

February 5, 2021 

 

Kindergarten celebrated 100 days of school on Tuesday.  We made crowns and took silly pics that 

have been posted on our Face Book page.  We also did lots of counting in lots of ways.  We then  

moved into stories and rhymes about kings for our new phonogram NG.  Each small group has  

completed a new book.  Most brought it home on Friday.  A few still need to read it to me before bringing it home on 

Monday.  I am so proud of their efforts and progress.   

Our math time has been all about numbers--especially the tricky teens.  Students have counted and written to 100.  Skip 

counting by tens has been a successful hit.  Next week we will work on skip counting by 2s and 5s.   

Thanks for all the workshop helpers--you are wonderful!  The room moms posted a sign up for our Valentine party.  Thanks for 

signing up to help:-)   

Students may bring Valentines for their classmates.  Please have them sign who they are from, but do not address them to 

specific students.  That way students can easily pass one to each holder without matching names. (We have a lot of tricky 

ones in this group!)  There are 26 students in our class or send 13 for only their color group.   

Please feel free to contact me anytime! 

Ronni Berg 

verona.berg@matsuk12.us 

 

Dear Academy Families, 

It has been another great week! We are already seeing the beginning of spring fever, 

so the Staff PD week without students comes at a perfect time for our students.   

 

Middle School Intensive #2 Persuasive Letters 

The middle school students really stepped up to the challenge of meeting the 

deadline for the Intensive #2 persuasive letters.  The students continue to impress 

me as they demonstrate their mastery of persuasion.  The ability to persuade 

someone to see things from another perspective is a skill that will serve them their 

entire life.  The students truly earn a space in an Intensive by the quality of their 

letter along with meeting the deadline. 

Thank you for all you do to help at Academy!  We sure appreciate you! 

With Warm Regards, 

Barbara Gerard, Principal 

907-841-5704 

Barbara.gerard@matsuk12.us  

http://matsuk12.us/acc
mailto:verona.berg@matsuk12.us
mailto:Barbara.gerard@matsuk12.us


  

 

   

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

                                                                                                                 

 

   

 

 First-Grade Facts . .  
 

Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us   

It was fun celebrating our 100th day of school this week, sharing the growth they have all experienced this year so far!  They are all 

"smart cookies!"  Along with our daily practice with Spalding, Read Naturally, Daily 5 and adding/subtracting double-digit numbers 

we have been reading a Gerald and Piggie book daily to discuss reading strategies and friendship.  They enjoyed making their own 

Gerald or Piggie with a caption to put in the hallway. 

The Seward Sealife Center field trip is tentatively planned for May 10th.  First grade is allowed to have three chaperones for the 

sleepover, and I have had two parents let me know they would like to do that.  If I get more than three of you showing interest, I will 

hold a drawing on March 5th ... so be sure to let me know before then if you are interested.       Contact me anytime ... Mrs. Mayer 

 

Holler for Reading! 

Hello Families, 

This week in 2nd grade was wonderful!  The 

students enjoyed celebrating the 100th day 

of school through writing, math, and 

exercising!  On Wednesday they wrote a 

book about 100 things.  The books turned 

out great!  

In math this week the students have been 

busy counting money!  They are still getting 

the hang of identify the value of each coin 

and adding them up.  It would be helpful for 

them to practice counting coins at home 

too!   

I hope you have a wonderful weekend! 

Mrs. Holler 
misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

Richardson’s Rockin’ 2nd 

Grade! 
 

A list of student names (first names only) have been sent 

home with students for our Valentine party schedule for 

February 15. That list is printed on bright red paper and 

was in student boxes this week. We have a total of 26 

kids in 2nd grade.  

Thank you for your daily reading of Read Naturally 

passages that are being sent home as homework! 

Student’s confidence and progress is showing as we 

practice and progress monitor their reading fluency 

using those passages at school Keep up the good work! 

Also in 2nd grade language arts, we have started to 

practice cursive clock letters and are continually 

practicing writing. Finally, Charlotte’s Web is a wonderful 

book as our first novel study. Students are really 

engaged int he friendship between Fern and Wilbur, 

including learning about Wilbur’s fate on the farm! 

In math, we are continuing to practice counting coins. 

Students are becoming more and more fluent in 

counting on using 5’s and 10’s. If you have the 

opportunity, have your child help add up the price of 

groceries, clothes, trinkets, etc. They have had fun 

considering the cost of lots of different things, and I 

think I even have a few volunteers to help me with my 

grocery shopping.       

As always, please reach out with questions and 

concerns!  

Mrs. Richardson 

laura.richardson@matsuk12.us 

mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:laura.richardson@matsuk12.us


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

   
 

   
 

The Manley Minute: 

Language Arts: In class we entered 30 

words in our Spalding notebooks and took a 

spelling test on Friday.  We are continuing 

with our Biography reports.  Students 

completed the time line and reflection 

components this week. We have also started 

to put our portfolios together.  This is a large 

project, but the students are thoroughly 

enjoying learning about their chosen 

individual.  

Math: We finished our Geometry unit with the 

chapter test on Thursday.  Friday we entered 

vocabulary into our math notebooks 

pertaining to our next unit on area and 

perimeter.  Our next ALEKS Incentive party is 

on February 16; students have been 

informed of their goal and are working on 

topics in class and at home. Thank you for 

allowing them to complete topics at home! 

The highlight this week was TWO students 

finishing their ALEKS program and earning a 

free lunch from Mrs. Gerard!  Way to go!   

Please feel free to contact me with questions 

or concerns.  Grades are entered weekly on 

ParentVUE.  It is a JOY to be teaching your 

4th grader; I look forward to a great year! 

Mrs. Manley 

patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Benbow’s Buzz 

Wow! It is already February! January flew by so fast, and I 
just know the rest of the year will disappear in the blink of 
an eye as well. Thank you to all the families who have 
given advance notice to upcoming vacation dates! I did 
send home the class list for the Valentines party; look for a 

yellow half sheet 🙂  

We had a great week in language arts. We are progressing 
nicely through our spelling lists and improving our sentence 
writing skills as we go. We got a bit more practice using 
commas in lists and identified cause and effect for reading 
comprehension. While reading about Milton S. Hershey, we 
also practiced writing responses using our RACE acronym 
to rephrase the prompt and use textual evidence to fully 
answer the question. Our big project this week has been to 
work on creating a new candy and an advertisement for it. 
We will present our ads to our class within the next week.  

Area and perimeter have been the focus this week for 
math. Although we have some simple shapes throughout 
the year, we added the formulas to our math notebooks 
and used what we know to determine the area and 
perimeter of irregular shapes. This is another time in which 
we are relying on the automatic recall of basic 
multiplication facts. Please make sure that your child has 
time every day to practice or apply multiplication!  

As always, feel free to send an email with any questions or 
concerns to cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Grimes Gambit 

Language Arts - This week was the beginning of a new unit for us.  The 

students were extremely excited to start the unit on Norse Myths.  We 

started with the story about Sif's Golden Hair and finished this week 

reading about Loki and the Dwarves.  Next week we will continue our 

voyage of reading about Odin and his family members.  We have 

officially finished Section Q in our Spalding notebooks and will begin 

Section R.  What an accomplishment that these students have 

achieved!  We also had our first book report presentation! As your 

student finishes their book report, they can bring it in to present it to 

the class, you do not have to wait until February 25th.     

Math - We have officially finished our multiplication and division facts 

for 9s, 5s, 2s, 4s, 8s, 3s, and now 6s.  The next week we will work on 

our 7s and then two days of 10s and 11s.  I am proud of how hard our 

students work on memorizing their multiplication  

and division facts.  As always if you have any questions  

or concerns please contact me! 

Mrs. Grimes  

austin.grimes@matsuk12.us 

  

 
 

 

Kile’s Kiddos 

In LA we are continuing to put spelling words into 
our Spalding notebooks.  Their spelling test are 
looking very good.  They are grasping the rules 
and the application of said rules.  We are working 
on restating questions and incorporating that in 
our comprehension answers. 

In MATH we have completed 3’s and are starting 
work on 6’s.  Students are really working on their 
fluency and Alek pies.  I am really proud of the 
hard work they are putting forth.   

Mrs. Kile 
tamela.kile@matsuk12.us  

mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
mailto:austin.grimes@matsuk12.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us


 
 

   
 
 

    
     
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
   
  
  
  
  
   

 
     
  
    
   
     
  
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

Sturgis Super Students!  

 LA-- We finished our reading of Frederick Douglass this 

week and completed several comprehension questions 

using TDA style answers. This is a challenging skill that we 

will focus on over the next few weeks as we begin our unit 

on the Renaissance. To culminate of our study of Frederick 

Douglass the students viewed a 19th Century cotton 

picking basket and some Confederate Bills dating back to 

1862-1865. The students were very interested in these 

historical pieces and they helped them to connect to 

events that occurred long before their lifetime. 

Math-- Our week ended with our Chapter 4 test on division 

with multi-digit divisor. The class is showing a good 

understanding and ability to use the long division algorithm 

and we are ready to move on to adding and subtracting 

decimals. We will continue to review long division 

throughout the rest of the year as this is a skill that needs 

repetition to be retained and is a good way to continue to 

practice multiplication and multi-digit subtraction.  

Mrs. Sturgis 
Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us  

Kramer Kids 

LA 

We have finished reading, “Harriet Tubman” and 

“Fredrick Douglass” this week. We also focused on 

figurative language and had fun learning about 

hyperboles, personifications, similes, and 

metaphors.  We had another student finish all of 

Lexia and move on to the next program, PowerUp. 

Any extra Lexia time at home is very appreciated! 

Students have been saving their Spalding money 

all year long and were able to purchase a painting 

party next week.  

Math 

We are so busy in math! Students are learning 

about inequalities, function tables, and algebraic 

expressions. On Friday the students earned a math 

party and fun was had by all! We will be starting 

area and volume in the next week or so! 

Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us 
 

 

Mr. O’s TEAM  

Language Arts-  

We are busy in class working on our own adaptations of Saint George and the Dragon. The class has ready a few different 

versions and we have used a plot diagram to identify the different elements of the story. Then we had a discussion of 

how we would write our own version of the story, what elements we needed to keep and what we could change to our 

own liking. Then we decided what we had license to change and began our own version of the story. We are one 

paragraph in and the class has done a great job adapting their changes into the classic story.  

Math- 

The class is knee deep into decimal division and multiplication and we are cruising. It is only a few differences in rules but 

the algorithm is the same so the class is really doing well with it. We also have a few more students that are about to 

earn their free lunches for finishing their ALEKS! Looking forward to getting this chapter done and behind us so we can 

move on to fractions before spring break. 

Mr. Olson peter.olson@matsuk12.us  

 

mailto:Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us
mailto:Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us
mailto:peter.olson@matsuk12.us


  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holler for Art! 

 This week in art was fun!  The 

students studied pattern by 

constructing a snake chain out 

of paper. First they investigated 

types of snakes and their 

varieties of beautiful markings, 

then they used markers, colored 

pencils, and crayons to add 

color and shape to each 

strip!  Look for these sculptures 

to slither home next week! 

misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

          

 

 

Primary grades are busy working 

on their early literacy skills, 

computer navigation, and math 

skills as they work everyday on 

those skills in lab.  

 

 

 

Español with Señorita 
Catarina 

Kindergarten students are talking 
about their favorite colors in 
Spanish and dancing along to “El 
Arco Iris”.  First and second 
graders read about David who 
always gets in trouble.  We sang 
and danced along to “Cinco 
Sapitos Moteados” and practiced 
our counting in Spanish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

3rd 4th and 5th are working on 
writing solid paragraphs using 
information form a text to infer the 
meaning and their thoughts. 

Mrs. Kile  

tamela.kile@matsuk12.us

2.us 

 

 
 

  

 

 

3rd grade: The class made either a 

wigwam or a longhouse to go with the 

Native Americans from the Eastern 

Woodland region.   

4th grade: Alaska studies about 

cities/towns, bodies of water, the 

Pipeline and Iditarod.   

5th grade: Studying and quizzing for 

the test on February 5th .... be sure to 

have your child utilize the 

packet/papers coming home and the 

sites on our Google classroom.....  

Mrs. Mayer 

 

 

 

K-2 Science 

First grade was introduced to what 

telescopes and microscopes are 

used for.  First and second grade 

were introduced to matter, atoms, 

and molecules.  Kindergarten began 

their life cycle unit on animals that 

hatch from eggs. 

 

 

 

 

 

K-5 Lab Classes 

mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us2.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us2.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us2.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us2.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us2.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us2.us


 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

     

 
Seventh grade Spanish students are working with AR 
verbs.  We are trying to become comfortable with asking for help 
and viewing the teacher as their resource instead of focusing 
fixedly and expecting problems to solve themselves.    
Eighth Grade Blue is reviewing Ser and Estar as it relates to 
sickness and location. They are working on their restaurant 
skit.  Eighth Grade Black created extremely funny transportation 
skits and is mastering the art of creating contractions in 
Spanish.    
 
All students who do their daily Duolingo homework will see the 
results reflected in their grades and their increased language 
acquisition.  Correspondingly, students who choose not to do 
their ten minutes a day of Duolingo work will see their grades fall 
and their language acquisition remain static.   

Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us  
 

  Sixth Grade News 

 Students worked hard this week in sixth grade.  We have wrapped up our 

look at algebra skills with equations in math class and are moving forward. 

In reading class, we enjoy discussing and analyzing the character's motives 

and choices in The Outsiders.  We are also finding and writing about heros 

who exhibited courage, achieved great accomplishments, and/or behaved 

nobly.  

World Fair projects continue with research and revising of the rough draft 

about a complicated resource, energy source, appliance or tool.  In social 

studies we are beginning a unit on the Industrial Revolution, and science 

class is learning about large scale mining in Alaska.  

Upcoming work will be editing and revising the resource report, 

memorizing The Gettysburg Address, and mastering the process to solve 

equations.  If you'd like to volunteer to help with intensives be sure to let 

a middle school teacher know your availability. 

We are looking for drivers and skiers on March 2 for a class party 

day. We will be going to Government Peak in the morning for some 

skiing and sledding and then on to Fly Trampoline at 12:30 with a 

fast food stop in between. Please return permission slips promptly. 

Have a good weekend, Mr. Titus and Mr. Schumacher 

Robert.titus@matsuk12.us 

jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us  
 

 

mailto:Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us
mailto:Robert.titus@matsuk12.us
mailto:jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us


   

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wrights Winners! 

Wright 7th LA: This week, we dove into two books 

set in Alaska: Two Old Women and Call of the 

Wild. Using elements of plot we learned in our last 

unit, students studied the beginning of character arc, 

what it is, and how authors use it to show change in 

a character. We practiced our text dependent 

analysis skills while reading, took a grammar quiz on 

adjective and adverb clauses, and finished up our 

Gothic radio hour podcast presentations. I look 

forward to hearing their short story adaptations and 

acting skills next week! 

Wright 7th math: Students are studying Chapter 8, 

with solving equations and inequalities. We've taken 

our time on a few lessons, learning to interpret and 

write equations from word problems. This chapter is 

generally when students who are struggling tend to 

hit the wall; please encourage your child to do the 

practice homework, and ALEKS topics. Ten topics are 

due each Monday. 

Wright 7th history: We wrapped up the Roaring 20s 

this week, with a stock market simulation that 

showed students how Black Tuesday happened. I 

also touched on the rising popularity of Eugenics as it 

foreshadows the Holocaust. Students tested on 

Thursday and finished presenting their women's 

suffrage podcasts. Next time we meet, we'll begin 

studying the Great Depression.  

All homework and hand-outs are on ConnectEd or 

Google Classroom. Have a great weekend!  

Mrs. Wright mary.wright@matsuk12.us  

Beling Blurb: 
We’re still working our way through Chapter 6 and Algebraic Equations 

in 7th Grade Math.  This week we started two-step equations and also 

took the Chapter 6 quiz.  We’ll continue with two-step equations next 

week and look at inequalities as well.  We began a new goal setting 

period with ALEKS on Monday, so students are working toward 

completing 20 topics by next Friday, Feb 12th. If EVERYONE completes 

their topics, then we’ll celebrate with Krispy Kreme! Synergy is finally 

fixed, so you should be able to see your student’s grades. Have a great 

weekend and let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

  Have a great weekend! Megan.beling@matsuk12.us  

 

Around the World in 180 

Days 

We have been focusing on the Jazz Age and 

the Harlem Renaissance.  We watched some 

video clips about the rebirth of literature and 

music centered around the neighborhood of 

Harlem.  We looked at some of the 

composers, writers and musicians of this 

period and learned a bit about them.  Then 

each student chose a musician, composer, or 

writer to do a Google slide show about their 

life. Students also pick out a song, 

composition, or a poem that these movers 

and shakers created and they incorporate that 

into their slide show of 10-20 slides. Students 

go in front of the class and present what they 

have put together for the whole class. 

This year the 7th grade class will be doing the 

Roaring Twenties for World Fair.  You might 

ask your child what character resonates most 

with them from this time period. 

Write On! 

We finished our book, Lord of the Flies.  As a 

culminating event students had to make their 

own island, that fits in a pizza box that depicts 

the island that the boys lived on in the South 

Pacific, as the boys lived through their survival 

ordeal.  On the island students must 

represent the mountain, cliffs, meeting 

platform, shelters/huts, signal fire, lagoon, 

and Castle Rock.   

Students also had to write one page about 

their insights into the big issues facing the 

boys on the island, like savagery vs. 

civilization, loss of innocence, and whether 

man has a tendency toward evil or not.  They 

had to refer to scenes back in the book that 

supported their claims. 

Enjoy your weekend with your family! 

Mr. Reilly 

edward.reilly@matsuk12.us                        

                                                                 

 

mailto:mary.wright@matsuk12.us
mailto:Megan.beling@matsuk12.us
mailto:edward.reilly@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      

  

 

    

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

8th Grade Home Room 

Happy February! we kicked the week off with the 
introductory lesson to intensive letters.  These 
letters were due to Mrs. Gerard yesterday 
afternoon and the students will find out what 
intensive they were placed in on Monday.    
 
Math class has become very busy withs 
students encountering a seemingly endless 
string of  bigger and more complex problems. I 
have been amazed at how hard they are working 
and they are truly mastering how to take all of 
the smaller concepts we’ve learned so far this 
year and put them together to solve some pretty 
tough stuff! 
 
English 1 worked on a combination of Intensive 
letters and Act 1 of their individual Hero’s 
Journey.  They have started to realize how tough 
creative writing can really be. We discussed that 
this effort and focus is why authors often go into 
seclusion to write.  I was BLOWN AWAY by a 
few of the pieces I read this week and once read 
aloud, the other students were impressed by 
those pieces as well! 
 
 
Have a fantastic weekend!  
 
Mrs. Molina  
stacy.molina@matsuk12.us 

   

Algebra 1 

Chapter 8 on monomials and polynomials is well 

under way!  Please remember that it is still early in 

the semester and 1 low test score can impact your 

student’s grade average a lot, but there still plenty of 

assignments coming to pull that grade up!   

8th Science 

Some of the Bluebird Groups are close to finalizing 

the construction of their Rube Goldberg projects. A 

few of the Blackbird Group have completed their 

project on circuitry with a quiz board.  The projects 

will wrap up next week.  Bluebird will also be 

assessed on Ch. 5 next Wednesday. 

Parents: Please be aware that the two groups’ 

assignments do not align in ParentVue and input of 

grades may show missing work until that group does 

the assignment.-Mrs. Tompkins 

 

 

Manley’s Minute: 8th Grade LA 

The students worked hard to finish their Intensive letters and 

peer edit the paragraph for this week’s Daily Dazzle.  We 

finished reading Animal Farm and read the paired passage 

“The Third Wave” about a social experiment conducted within 

a history class.  It sparked some great discussion throughout 

the class.   

patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

 

 

patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

 

mailto:stacy.molina@matsuk12.us
mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
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