
 

  

  

  

  
     

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

   

   

  

    

 

    

 

  

  

 

 

   
  

 

      

  

 

3/3 8am Spring pictures 

   

March 
9-15 

 Spring Break 

3/17  WD no school for 
students 

3/6 1pm Early release day 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 
Assistant Principal: Peter Olson        Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          
 
 
 

February 28, 2020 
 

Date:    Time:          Event: 

Dear Families, 

Thankful! 

Wow! The staff has appreciated the 
amazing meals and breakfast snacks, 
along with the beautifully decorated 
classroom doors!  The thoughtful cards 
and wonderful student created thank 
you’ s brightened our days!  I’ve heard 
staff state “this has to be the BEST ever 
Staff Appreciation Week!”.  We are so 
very fortunate to have such wonderful 
families!  Thank you again! 

If you need anything or are worrying 
about something, please do not hesitate 
to call, come in, email!  WE CARE! 

Barbara Gerard, Principal 

 Here is a link to 
the photos Mrs. 
Houghtelling took 
at the middle 
school dance last 
night!  
https://chphotograph
y.pic-time.com/-
middleschooldance  
 

http://matsuk12.us/acc
https://chphotography.pic-time.com/-middleschooldance
https://chphotography.pic-time.com/-middleschooldance
https://chphotography.pic-time.com/-middleschooldance


 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 First-Grade Facts . . .  
Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us   
We've already started reading Dr. Seuss books in 
preparation for Dr. Seuss week!  A paper went home 
about sending some of your books to share ... just write 
your name on them and we'll send them back before 
spring break!   

It's been a terrific week with reading and writing leaps as 
well as working with adding/subtracting 2-digit 
numbers!  It has also been a special week being 
appreciated by so many parents ... THANK YOU!  We love 
teaming with all of you to teach your children!  

Please sign up on FB if you are interested in helping out 
next Friday with making green eggs and ham with the 
class and look for a post giving you the lowdown on our 
first world-fair meeting! Contact me anytime ... Mrs. 
Mayer 

 

Classroom News  
                                                                  

Kindergarten Construction! 

Verona.berg@matsuk12.us 

Wow!!  Our families are amazingly generous and I feel 
very appreciated!  Thank you:-) 

This week in reading we worked on color words.  Our 
practice with 2 letter phonograms made words like green, 
gray and purple much easier to sound out.  Our students 
brought home 2 small books to read to you--one from 
their reading group and one with color words. I hope you 
are as proud of their progress as I am!   

Shapes were the focus for math.  Cube, cone, cylinder and 
sphere are the solid shapes that Kindergarten students 
are to be familiar with.  They worked hard to make the 
shapes from paper and brought them home on 
Wednesday.  We also worked on making flat shapes from 
smaller shapes.  You can make a hexagon from triangles, 
but you can also make it with a trapezoid and 
triangles.  Or you can use a rhombus and triangles. I will 
try to post some of their cool shape structures on our 
facebook page. Next week is measurement.   

Next Friday we will celebrate Dr. Seuss by having green 
eggs and ham for snack.  Please sign up to come help 
crack eggs or send supplies if that is an easier way for 
your family to help.  Have a  wonderful weekend!  

Holler for Reading! 

Holler for Reading! 

This week our class started a book report using a 
non-fiction text!  They are very excited to work on 
this project.  I am proud of their note taking 
skills!  Their book report will be developed into a 
project that they will share with the class. 

Holler for Math! 

The students have been cruising through our 
counting coins chapter.  Thank you to the families 
that have been practicing adding coins at 
home.  We'll be starting telling time soon.   

I hope you have a wonderful weekend!  

misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

 

Mrs. Booth 

Thank you families for making this week extra 
special.  The yummy food, kind thoughts, and gifts 
were incredibly heart warming.  We do have a special 
place here at Academy. 

This week was very busy in class.  We practiced more 
cursive letters--I and u.  We worked on verbs this 
week.  We were looking for them and nouns in a 
sentence.   

We created another story about a Ticket to 
Anywhere.  The kids are showing growth in their ability 
to put their thoughts on paper and work through the 
writing process. 

We are about 6 chapters away from finishing 
Charlotte's Web.  We will end this project by watching 
this the movie in class next week. 

In math, we finished Chapter 7.  This was a tough 
chapter with three-digit  subtraction.  The kids worked 
hard.  Now we will be heading into money. 

Thank you for signing up for Green Eggs and Ham Day 
on March 6th.  It will be a fun morning. 

Have a good weekend.  Mrs. Booth 

  

mailto:Verona.berg@matsuk12.us
mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:Michelle.booth@matsuk12.us


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

  Kile’s Kiddos 
 tamela.kile@matsuk12.us   

In LA we worked on our composition books and Spalding.  Your student is dong 
fantastic.  We also continued to work on restating the questions to answer.  This 
has been a bit of a struggle but we are getting there.  Please remember all book 
reports are due on Monday March 2, 2020.  Every day that they are late will cost 
them 10 points.  There is not a spelling list this week. 

In math we worked on expressions, equations, and solving equations.  We are 
heading into out geometry series, which is always a fun exploration of 
shapes.  Please continue to work on fact fluency with multiplication. 

The Manley Minute:   patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

  Wow!  What a week!  We have been spoiled with an 
outpour of snacks, food, gifts, notes, chocolate, and 
hugs!  Thank you for all of your thoughtfulness!  It am 
grateful every day to be a teacher at Academy with 
wonderful students, families, staff and 
administration.  Sincere thanks to all of you for making 
it so special!   

Language Arts:  We entered 30 words into our 
Spalding notebooks and took the spelling test on 
Friday.  In class, the students were able to write a 
letter to a school in a different state as part of The 
Great Mail Race.  We are eagerly hoping to receive 
letters in return!   

We also continued reading King Arthur and the 
Knights at the Round Table.  This week King Arthur 
has disguised himself as a garden boy with a magic 
cap in the garden of Lady Guinevere.  However, Lady 
Guinevere discovered his secret.   

Math: We have had a wonderful time learning about 
fractions this week!  We learned that a fraction 
represents a part of a whole, how to read fractions, 
different ways to write fractions, how to write fractions 
on a number line, and have introduced equivalent 
fractions.  This fraction unit has been very popular 
with the fourth graders!   

Please feel free to contact me with questions or 
concerns.  Grades are entered weekly on ParentVue, 
however please allow additional time for late or 
missing assignments to be entered.    It is a JOY to be 
teaching your 4th grader; I look forward to a great 
year! 

 

Fourth Grade Buzz   

I would like to extend a heartfelt Thank You to 
all everyone who worked to make this a great 
week for the staff at Academy! I greatly 
appreciate the effort that went into providing 
meals and other special treats throughout the 
week.  
 
Language Arts – We had a great week! We had 
plenty of time to review rules of spelling in 
Spalding, as well as time to really focus on 
writing sentences that give meaning to our 
spelling words. Our next task was to look over 
our past ‘Paragraph of The Week’ writings and 
choose one to improve it by varying our 
sentences or adding more detail and better 
words. We didn’t neglect reading 
comprehension; in fact, we used it to 
determine who tried to sabotage McClucky’s 
Café by releasing a box full of critters in the 
busy café.  
 
Math – We finished our unit on fractions and 
began working toward a better understanding 
of geometry. We are adding terminology to our 
notebooks and will continue to apply our 
knowledge as we learn how to classify shapes 
and angles. We will continue to review the 
concepts that have been introduced 
throughout the year.   
 
As always, if you have concerns or questions, please 
send an email to: cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us  
or patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 
 
 
 
 

 

3rd  4t h & 5t h grades  
                                                                  

mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us
mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us


 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
   
  
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Sturgis's Super Students! 

We had an unusual start to our week as Mr. 
Olson and Mrs. Richardson were gone. For 
Language Arts all of the classes joined together 
for a cooperative review of nouns, verbs, 
adjectives and adverbs along with antonyms, 
synonyms and homonyms. They did a great job 
interacting and learning from each other. We 
also started reading Escape from 
Slavery: The Boyhood of Frederick Douglass-In 
His Own Words. As this is an autobiography of 
the life of Frederick Douglass, there are some 
difficult topics having to do with slavery. We will 
be having several class discussions and the class 
is encouraged to discuss any difficulties they 
have with the story with parents as well. Math 
classes continue to work on fractions 
and participated in an escape room activity 
working with reducing fractions to their simplest 
form. Please have children continue to work on 
being able to list all of the factors for a 
number.  .Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Mr. O’s TEAM 

Language Arts- The finishing touches are being put on our 
largest writing project yet as the class finishes their last edits 
and illustrations for Saint George and the Dragon. The 
adaptations have been great with many different versions 
and a deep understanding of plot and character description. 
The illustrations are looking especially amazing as the class is 
utilizing resources to help them both creatively and 
strategically make some beautiful pictures of their stories. 

Math- We are still knee deep in fractions as we are 
remembering how to prime factorize and then applying that 
to finding the Greatest Common Factor and then on to 
reducing fractions. The class is understanding the connection 
to fact families and multiplication which is helping make the 
process faster. We have more to master before our 
upcoming break. Peter.olson@matsuk12.us  

MERCADO! 

Give Some Moolah, Save a Tortuga at the 
Mercado! 

What: Handmade crafts, churros and games 

When: Wednesday March 4th 12-3* 

Why: 5th Grade Global Community Service project - working to save sea turtles with Tortugranja of Isla Mujeres, Mexico. 

Where: Spanish classroom - your teacher will schedule times 

How Much:  Games, churros and student made crafts  = 50 cents - $5 

    *Fair Trade import items range from $2 to  $25 

(Yes, we have hackysacks!) (*parents welcome ) 

 

 

 

mailto:Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us
mailto:Peter.olson@matsuk12.us
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Hello Families, 

This week in art the 
Kindergarten students created 
pizza sculptures.  They have 
been practicing cutting shapes 
by rotating the paper instead 
of their hand.  The sculptures 
are on display in the hall by 
2nd grade!  The first graders 

investigated patterns on 
snake skin and then built a 
snake sculpture too!  The 2nd 
grade artists investigated 
Henri Matiisse and cut out 
goldfish and leaves to create 
a fishbowl.  Then they added 
color with tempera paint 
sticks!  I hope you have a 
great weekend! 
misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3-5 Science 

Third and fifth grade wrapped up 
some old work on ecosystems that 
was interrupted by winter break.  
Fourth grade had a stump the science 
teacher lab where we reviewed 
ecosystems and discussed all kinds of 
related threats to ecosystems. 

5th Science Fair Project Display 
Boards are due: April 13th, 2020. 

5th Science Fair is Open April 17th at 
1:00 pm.  Please do not come in 
earlier. 

 

 

 

 

 

Muchissima Gracias for all of 
the delicious treats this 
week! I am so very thankful! 
Señorita Caterina 

Intermediate Rotation 
We are conversing about our 
families and where we live. This 
year our fifth grade global 
community service project is 
working to save sea turtles in 
Mexico. We are working with 
Tortugranja in Isla Mujeres, 
Mexico. 

Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us  

 

 

 
 
The Kindergarten class learned 
about George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln.  The First and 
Second graders are working on 
the 13 colonies and the 
beginning of the American 
Revolution.  The First grade class 
is very close to finishing their 
American Symbol Bell Book. 
michelle.booth@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

Kinder and first grade wrote 
story about a gingerbread 
man. They did a fantastic 
job.  Second grade wrote 
awesome bug reports for 
worldfair.  tamela.kile@matsuk
12.us 

 
 
 

 

In lab this rotation we have 3rd 
grade composing music using 
GarageBand on the iMacs for their 
Worlds Fair event. 4th grade utilized 
iPads to start gathering their 
knowledge of Alaska to align with 
their Worlds Fair topic, and finally 
5th grade has been creating videos 
and gaining more knowledge about 
turtle sanctuaries as they are 
beginning work on their community 
service project and Mercado with 
Ms.Señorita.Peter.olson@matsuk
12.us 
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                           6th, 7th and 8th Grades 

The way to say Middle School in Spanish is escuela intermedia 😊😊 

 

  Sixth Grade News 

   Our class worked the first half of the week 
with text about the Founding of Juneau finally 
supporting a claim about the most important 
figure with evidence from their text.  Students 
then worked to apply these skills to their own 
personal interest issue.  Algebra skills 
continue to develop in math class.  Science 
class wrapped up unit on plate tectonics with 
a quiz and subduction zone poster. 

  Reminder that the Gettysburg Address 
recitation is due March 4th. 

   Thank you so much for the cool class door 
decorations, kind words, generous gifts and 
tasty food this week.  We feel appreciated! 

   Stop by if you have questions or concerns. 

Mr. Titus 

Mr. Schumacher 

Have a great weekend, Mr. Schumacher and 
Mr. Titus Robert.titus@matsuk12.us 

  

 

6th grade Reading 

We jumped from Greek mythology to ancient Rome this 
week, and we are trying to determine who killed Julius 
Caesar! We began by reading about his life and his impact 
on Roman civilization, then dug into the statements given 
by witnesses and historians in an attempt to solve the 
mystery!   Cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

Español with Señorita Catarina 
Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us 

Some sixth graders had a little trouble 
remembering to study for their last vocabulary 
test during the last break from regular 
instruction.  All sixth graders have the 
opportunity to redo one vocabulary test a 
semester. If last week’s was the one please 
make arrangements with me for a retake after 
studying these words. Seventh graders met as 
an entire class. We learned about the country, 
flora and fauna of Argentina and reviewed the 
use of possessive adjectives.  Eighth graders 
worked on comprehensive grammatical 
descriptions of their friends’ illustrations and 
practiced conversation as pairs. 

 

Señorita's Superb Sixth Graders 
Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us 
After judiciously considering their decisions, students are 
reading their books of choice.  We have groups reading and 
reacting to The Hobbit, My Side Of The Mountain, The Giver 
and Homecoming. These highly disparate novels all explore 
the sixth grade reading class themes of courage, 
metamorphosis, and stepping outside the box. Students are 
preparing a skit to present to the other groups this upcoming 
week. 
 

Vaminos con Senor Reilly  

All of the three Spanish grade levels have been working with 
commands, such as look at me or stand up.  They were given 
word banks to make compound sentences in Spanish.  Also, 
they could combine different commands together in one 
sentence.  We also learned a new game using a map of the 
USA.  Students were divided into two teams and each team 
picked one of the fifty states, as their home.  The other team 
asked questions in Spanish to eliminate states and then have an 
educated guess as to where they were from.  
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News at 7  

Thanks to all parents who volunteered 
time and effort to spoil us with 
delicious meals this week. I'm grateful 
and feel very spoiled! 

Wright 7th LA: This week we wrapped up our 
unit on Two Old Women and Call of the Wild 
with an essay assessment on character arc. 
Students studied this very important literary 
device, and will implement it as it's a goal for 
their own short story writing. They wrote a 
plot outline and exposition to set up their 
conflict. We'll continue this project through 
the end of March. In the meantime, next week 
we dive into Shakespeare's The Tempest.  

Wright 7th math: Students worked through 
Chapter 10's lessons on probability. They 
tested on Thursday and Friday. The class is also 
playing in the Stock Market Game and trying to 
spend all their $100,000 so they can be vested 
in the game. Please remind your student to 
complete 10 ALEKS topics this weekend.  

Wright 7th history: We studied the 
circumstances leading up to the New Deal, and 
how FDR's policies grew the role of 
government in American's lives. Students 
designed a flashcard to share with the class 
that will help their memorization and 
comprehension for each of the 17 New Deal 
programs. We'll take a quiz on them next 
week. 

All hand outs and assignments are on Connect 
Ed or Google Classroom. Have a great 
weekend - Mrs. Wright 

All homework and hand-outs are on Connect-
Ed and Google Classroom. Have a great 
weekend! Mrs. Wright 

Mary.wright@matsuk12.us  

Write On!  (7th grade Reading & L.A. with Mr. Reilly) 

Students created an outline for a five paragraph 
persuasive essay.  They were given seven different topics 
to pick from.  Then they had to write a rough draft and 
begin editing their essay. 

We are already nearing the end of our new book, The Old 
Man and the Sea.  Students are reading this aloud in class 
and at home.  we are having lots of discussion about the 
book.  Students seem to be enjoying this book!  They do 
have reading to do in the next couple of days. 

 Around the World in 180 Days  (7th grade History with 
Mr. Reilly) 

  Students researched the main reasons for the Great 
Depression.  Then  they picked a familiar song or rap and 
changed the lyrics and plugged in their own 
words.  Afterwards students performed in front of the 
class!  also, we were reviewing our capitals for all the 
countries of Asia, coupled with the countries.   

7th Grade Science 

Seventh grade examined sand under the microscopes and 
learned about finding the source materials for beach 
deposits.  

Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us 

mailto:Mary.wright@matsuk12.us
mailto:Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Manley’s Minute: 8th Grade LA 
patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

Thank you for the gifts of kindness, 
snacks, and lunch provided in the 
lounge this week!  It is a true honor to 
be teaching 8th grade this year and I 
have thoroughly enjoyed having a 
second opportunity with this 
wonderful group of students.   

This week we started reading 
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night aloud in 
class.  We explored the Globe 
Theater and talked about how 
different it would be to attend a play 
400 years ago with no stage lights, 
microphones, props, curtains, or even 
a roof over your head!  Can you 
imagine standing in the “pit” to watch 
a play for 2 hours?  While we have 
only read Act I of the play, we have 
already seen many examples of 
dramatic irony. 

8th Grade Science  Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us 

Rube Goldberg is in the lab!  Teams of 8th graders designed and are 
building prototypes of their Rube Goldberg contraptions using all 
of the different simple machines.    

 

Algebra 1 

Chapter 8 is wrapping up and should 
be tested before spring break!  This 
group mastered factoring polynomials 
very quickly! 

Georgia.tompkins@matsuk12.us 

 

 Here is a link to the 
photos Mrs. Houghtelling 
took at the middle school 
dance last night.  
https://chphotography.pic-
time.com/-
middleschooldance  
 

8th grade home room  

Thank you Academy parents for all of the wonderful 
gifts, meals & all the ways you spoiled us this week! I 
am so incredibly grateful. Additionally, I’d like to extend 
a HUGE “thank you” to all of the parents that helped 
make the middle school dance such an enormous 
success! The students had a fabulous time.  

 

In Math, we are working with geometry concepts and will 
continue with this unit on into next week.   I am so incredibly 
proud of how hard the students have been working on their 
ALEKS courses and many of them are getting very close to 
finishing.  

Today, Mrs. Wulvik, the counselor from CTHS, visited to 
help the students plan their scheduling for freshmen 
year.  Students that are PHS bound should have their 
registration forms turned in to me by Monday of next week.   

 

Have a great weekend, Mrs. Molina  
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