
 

  

  

  

 

   
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Event: 

3/4/21 Early Release 

3/5-3/15 Spring Break 

3/18 Alyeska Ski Day 

3/19 At home 
learning day 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 

Assistant Principal: Peter Olson         Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          

 

 

 

February 26, 2021 

Dear Academy Families, 

Middle School Intensives…WOW!! 
This has been a great week of Intensives for the middle school students.  As I 

walked around and observed the amazing, hands on learning opportunities, I 

almost felt overcome with emotion!  These experiences are life-changing and 

will provide these students with a different perspective of the world.  I am so 

grateful and thankful for this top-notch staff!  They are willing to create, 

develop, and implement these wonderful Intensives!  I am so thankful for all 

the wonderful volunteers!  These students are so very, very fortunate! 

 

Thursday, March 4th is an Early Release day, at 1:00pm. Students 

should bring a lunch (no pizza). 

 

Academy Ski Day 
I am incredibly thankful that we were able to schedule Academy’s Alyeska Ski 

Day.  This is a big deal!  We are the only group Alyeska is allowing this entire 

season!   It was quite a battle and it took numerous persistent calls to get the 

Alyeska General Managers to agree.  We are grateful!   

 

I reached out to Hilltop to see if I could arrange lessons and rentals for the 5- 

and 6-year-old age group.  Sadly, Hilltop’s instructors are fully booked up 

through March 21st.   Hilltop is a great place to learn.  Hilltop opens for lessons 

from 3 – 5 pm.  Parents may want to consider Hilltop as a great option. 

 

The Alyeska Hotel Room block is under “Academy Charter 

School”.  Phone number is 907-754-1111.  To obtain the room block rate, 

please say that you are booking a room under the Academy Charter School 

room block.  The room block is available for Wednesday and Thursday nights. 

 

Seward Sealife Nocturne Fieldtrip Cancelled 
The Seward Sealife Center cancelled the 1st & 2nd grade overnight trip 

scheduled for May 10th.   It is extremely frustrating to think we can 

successfully and safely operate a school with 254 students during COVID, and 

yet the Sealife Center is unable to handle 50 students in their huge 

facility.  Such a disappointment. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call, email, or 

come in.  WE CARE! 
 

With Warm Regards, 

Barbara Gerard, Principal   

(907-841-5704) 
 

Job Corner 

Snow removal at the back gate (gate to 

playground). 

Need florescent lights replaced, you will 

need a very tall ladder- for Library 

building. Can be done anytime. After 

school, over break. 

11:55 to 12:35 – We need help 

covering lunches every day! 

Contact the office if you can set a 

day or two or more       to help or if 

you find you are nearby and have 

time, drop on in and we can always 

put you in a class!  

 

If you took pictures of class activities, 

outings, we would love to share them 

in the Yearbook! Please send photos 

to 

academycharteryearbook@gmail.com 

or text them to our yearbook creator, 

Sabrena at (907) 350-8070 

 

http://matsuk12.us/acc
mailto:academycharteryearbook@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

  

 

   

   

 

     

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

                                                                                                                 

 

 First-Grade Facts . .  
 

We added phonograms /ph/, /dge/, /kn/ and /gn/ to 

our stack of cards and learned many sayings this 

week!  We have also dug out Dr. Seuss books to start 

our celebration of him next week.  If you want to share 

your Dr. Seuss books with the class just make sure your 

have your name written on them, and I will send them 

back home on the 4th.  Math has been a lot of fun 

taking surveys, making a variety of graphs and 

discussing them.  Contact me anytime ... Mrs. Mayer 

Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us   

 

 

Colors, colors and more colors!  We were reading them with the 

knowledge of our Spalding phonograms.  Students enjoyed lots of 

color stories and loved our new songs that have them standing when a 

color they are wearing is sung about.  Our new phonograms were CK 

and OR; perfect for sounding out black and orange. This group of 

students really are doing a great job.  Our class average (for both 

groups combined) on Lexia is 6.1.  The Kindergarten curriculum ends 

at 5.  Both groups are well ahead of where other K classes have been 

at this time of year. Nice job students and families! 

Our math time had us practicing fractions.  Next week we will work on 

time to the half hour using that fraction of half. 

THANK YOU for all the wonderful gifts, cards and yummy food!  Our 

students and their families are AMAZING!! 

As always feel free to contact me anytime. 

Have a great weekend!  Please feel free to contact me anytime. 

verona.berg@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Holler for Reading! 

Hello Families, 
This week was exciting in 2nd Grade!  The students created board 
games to demonstrate their knowledge of the chapter books that 
they are reading.  On Friday they played their game with their 
classmates.     
 
In math this week we created and analyzed types of graphs.  Next 
week there will not be homework due to the short week.  2nd grade 
will be celebrating Dr. Seuss' birthday on March 4th by reading tons 
of books and eating green eggs and ham!  There is a sign-up sheet 
near the front office if you would like to volunteer or send in an 
item.   
 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend! 
 
Mrs. Holler 
Misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

     

Richardson’s Rockin’ 2nd 

Grade! 
What a week! Your breakfast, lunches, and 

treats this week for Teacher Appreciation were 

INCREDIBLE! Thank you for your contributions 

and for spoiling us in a big way! 

Next Thursday, March 4 we will celebrate Dr. 

Seuss’ birthday. Please check the Facebook page 

for opportunities to volunteer or contribute to 

this special 2nd grade celebration.  

Language Arts: We are cruising through 

Charlotte’s Web by EB White, learning about 

characters, plot, and story elements along the 

way. What a beautiful story of friendship and 

ingenuity! Students are practicing summarizing 

each chapter with both an illustration and 

writing.  

Math: We will have completed our chapter on 

analyzing data and graphs by Spring Break. Upon 

return from our break, we will dive in to learning 

about time and measurement! 

The year is going to go incredibly fast from here 

on out…please don’t hesitate to reach out with 

questions or concerns! 

~~Mrs. Richardson 

(laura.richardson@matsuk12.us) 

  

mailto:verona.berg@matsuk12.us
mailto:laura.richardson@matsuk12.us


   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

   

The Manley Minute: 

A heartfelt and sincere thank you to all the families 
who made this week’s Teacher Appreciation  
so special.  From the handwritten note cards, words 
of encouragement, and a lounge full of spectacular 
food each day - we sure felt the love!  The biggest 
reward is being trusted with your student’s learning 
on a daily basis.  I feel truly blessed to be part of the 
Academy family!   

 
Language Arts & Math:  Since I was teaching 

Intensives this week, the talented Ms. Lindsey 

stepped up to hang out with fourth grade!  They 

began reading our Core Knowledge novel King 

Arthur in language arts and started a unit on Patterns 

and Sequencing in math.  I’m sure you’ve heard 

many exciting tales about the adventures of Sir 

Lancelot and his fight with the Black Knight!  I look 

forward to being in the classroom again next week.   

Please feel free to contact me with questions or 

concerns.  Grades are entered weekly on 

ParentVUE.  It is a JOY to be teaching your 4th 

grader!patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

Benbow’s Buzz 

Thank you, thank you, thank you for all of the special treats this 
week! Being allowed to share in your children's education is a 
blessing in itself; recognition beyond that is appreciated so much!  

Our week in language arts was focused on writing our fractured 
fairy tales, which will be completed next week. I can't wait to see the 
final product of this great effort!  We did manage to fit in our regular 
Spalding routine, including both a fifty-word test for progress 
monitoring and a weekly spelling test to cover this week's in-class 
word work. We have been working toward providing context in our 
sentences that will provide meaning for the spelling words. Reading 
comprehension and text dependent analysis did not get skipped 
this week! We read some passages that gave us the opportunity to 
use our inferencing skills to determine character traits.  

Math class continued with geometry this week. We reviewed by 
using the sides and angles to identify different types of triangles, 
then added vocabulary to our math notebooks and practiced 
identifying quadrilaterals by their attributes. We also continued our 
review of the entire unit, including area and perimeter, by 
completing another math mystery!  

As always, if you have any concerns or questions, please feel free 
to email me! cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

As always, feel free to send me an email with any questions or 
concerns! cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Grimes Gambit 

Book Reports!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always if you ever have any questions or 
concerns please send me an email 
at austin.grimes@matsuk12.us 

  

 
 

 

Kile’s Kiddos 

This week in LA we concentrated on TDA (text 
evidence).  Students are making a notebook that will 
help them throughout the remainder of their academic 
years. This will be sent home at exit interviews. As 
always we continue to study Spalding rules and 
applying them to spelling. 

There will not be a spelling test next week.  

The class has completed all of the multiplication facts.  
Now the real work begins, we will be working on fluency 
for the next month (or 2).  This will be achieved through 
meaningful games and frequent testing.  WE GOT 
THIS!! 

Mrs. Kile  
tamela.kile@matsuk12.us  

mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
mailto:austin.grimes@matsuk12.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us


 
   

 
 
 

   
 
 

    
     
   
 
  
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sturgis Super Students!  

Language Arts-- 
We are working our way through our 
Renaissance Reader and have learned about 
Leonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo, and 
Raphael. As we read about these artists the 
students are practicing their TDA writing 
skills to create well designed paragraphs that 
cite evidence from the text and fully explain 
their answers. The class was very excited to 
see how easy it was to write a paragraph 
once they had a good plan in place. 
 
Math--  
This week we began Chapter 8 which focuses 

on fractions. The students drew connections 

to see how fractions were related to division 

and used their factoring skills from the first 

semester to find the Greatest Common 

Factor (GCF.) Along with fractions we will 

continue to practice adding and subtracting 

decimals and review division with multi-digit 

divisors.  

Mrs. Sturgis  
Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us  

Kramer Kids 

 Language Arts 

We have been working on writing 

autobiographies and will be finishing that 

up next week. We started a new book, 

“Front Desk” and the students are really 

enjoying this novel written from the 

perspective of a fifth grade Chinese 

immigrant in California. We have been 

studying homophones and homographs 

as well this week!  

Math: 

We are learning formulas for solving area 

of parallelograms, triangles, and 

trapezoid’s.  The students are doing a 

great job following the formulas and 

manipulating the numbers to solve for 

missing variable. Keep encouraging your 

student to work on Aleks. We are so 

close to having everyone on the 6th 

grade level!  

Mrs. Kramer 

Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us 

 

 

mailto:Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us
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Holler for Art! 

This week in art was 
wonderful!  We started the K,1, 
and 2 rotation with building 
pinch pots and animals out of 
clay. They will be fired in the 
kiln, glazed, and fired again by 
next week!  While half the class 
was working in clay the other 
half was with Mrs. Grimes in her 
room, studying the artist, Paul 
Klee.  The students were excited 
to work with clay and can't wait 
to see the finished products! 
 

misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Writing Lab: Kindergarten, first, and 
second grades worked on core 
fairytales/stories 

Kindergarten - The Bremen Town 
Musicians 

 

First Grade -  The Boy at the Dike 

 

Second Grade - Three Little Pigs  

 

Mrs. Kile 

tamela.kile@matsuk12.us2.us 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 

 

We have studied all about George 

Washington and Abraham Lincoln!  Mrs. 

Mayer 

 

3-5 Science 

Third grade learned about the materials 

and tools that Earth has provided over 

human history.  Everything from food, 

to stone points, to fibers, metals, and 

plastic!   

Both fourth grade groups were informed 

of the scheduled frog dissections and 

many questions were asked and 

answered.  Both groups also learned 

about how insulation works and all of its 

important uses.   

Fifth grade group A should have 

brought home a note card with all of the 

important dates coming in April.  Fifth 

grade group B will get that information 

on Monday. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

 

4th GRADE FROG DISSECTIONS: 

APRIL 19th Group A 12:30-1:50 pm 

APRIL 22nd Group B 12:30-1:50 pm 

 

5th GRADE FETAL PIG 

DISSECTIONS: 

APRIL 20th Group A 12:30-1:50 pm 

APRIL 23rd Group B 12:30-1:50 pm 

 
DUE DATE for 5th GRADE 

SCIENCE FAIR DISPLAY BOARD 

ONLY:  

APRIL 12TH 7:30 am 

 

 

 

K-5 Lab Classes 

mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us2.us


 

 

Puzzles, Mysteries and Breakouts 

The Puzzles, Mysteries & Breakouts students and instructors had a fantastic week filled with Breakout rooms, codes and 

ciphers that stretched our brains in ways we couldn’t have possibly imagined!   I want to extend a HUGE thank you to Adrian 

DaSilva & Trish Ivacic for joining me in teaching this intensives. I am also so grateful to the amazing parents that joined us on 

our field trip to Escape! Alaska on Thursday.   

Have a wonderful weekend! 

Mrs. Molina  

  

 

     

 

Theater Camp 

Theatre camp! This week,  we had special guests stop by who are professionals in the field of acting. Many 

thanks to Alaska Theatre of Youth, who stopped by Monday to lead an all-morning workshop on creating 

characters and played lots of games to practice method acting. We also visited Valley Performing Arts for a 

behind-the-scenes look at the theater itself, and to practice putting on an audition. Students chose two plays - 

Demeter & Persephone, a Greek comedy, and the very silly Tangled-Up Feet - to perform. Students created 

costumes and props, and practiced countless times to get everything just right for two performances on 

Friday.  

Many thanks to all the parents who contributed to our breakfast and lunches this week! I appreciated your 
time and culinary skills a LOT!! 
 

 



 

Just Do It! 

We had a fabulous week learning creative ways to be fit as well as healthy eating and sleeping habits.  I would like 

to extend a huge thank you to: Kangaroo Club of Big Lake - Houston; Kathy Jurva, POUND; Winona Benson, The 

Nourished Kitchen; Amy Pettit, amazing yoga skills; Sierra Dorman, calm Zentangle techniques; Nanette Honea, 

health presentation; Brady Dale, Fearless Friends Fitness; Grizzly Family Fitness; and Mrs. Gerard for always 

saying “yes” to fantastic learning opportunities! 

          

Farm to Table 

This intensive helped us learn us be more food secure in our state during a pandemic or other times of 
need.  We butchered and processed farm animals and produce of the Matanuska Valley and learned 

various old and new world techniques for preserving and putting food by.  We focused on making use of 
the entire animal that is gifted to us and not wasting a thing.  A student who chose this intensive  learned 
useful life skills, to work with their hands, was not too squeamish,  and was willing to put in work to attain 

a reward.  We were helped by Master Butchers Steve Hughes and Joseph Hartman. We learned 
preservation techniques from Karen Hill, Conrad Holler and Peter Olson.  We worked with Havemeister 

Family and received contributions from Bruce Bush and Ben Vanderweele.  We are extraordinarily 
grateful to all who helped us learn. 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildlife Watercolor Painting and Drawing 

Thomas Merton said, “Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves at the same time.”  This week, students in the 

Wildlife Watercolor Art Intensive really stepped out of their comfort zones and created amazing pieces of art.  We explored a 

variety of watercolor and acrylic techniques, created a color wheel, discussed the elements of art and visited the Anchorage 

Zoo for inspiration.  The highlight of our trip to the zoo was the wolf encounter, where we met Nikolai, a 15 year old Gray 

Wolf.  It was really a great week and I was so blown away with every student’s artistic ability and creativity. I can’t wait for 

everyone to see the art on display in the school’s foyer. 

 

 

Arrowheads 

Students learned how to make their own arrowheads, spear heads, and knife blades out of stone. This 

ancient art is kept alive by being passed down... 

         



  

  
  
  
 
  

Thanks to all the parents who helped with intensives! We had amazing parent 

support, without which we would be unable to do some of our great 

activities.  Also, thank you for the wonderful meals this week.  They were 

delicious! 

Work on your Gettysburg Address, Sixth graders. 

Enjoy your weekend, 

                  Mr. Schumacher and Mr. Titus 

 

Sewing Intensive 

 

 


