
 

  

  

  

   
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Event: 

2/15/21  Valentines 
parties for 
k-5 grades  

2/16/21 Early 
release day  

2/17 -19 PD days no 
school 

2/25/21 Spring 
Pictures 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 
Assistant Principal: Peter Olson         Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          
 
 
 

January 29, 2021 

Dear Families, 

January seemed to go incredibly fast!   

Middle School Intensives 

The middle school staff have put together some wonderful options for the students 
to consider such as Snow Sport Safety; Sewing Intensive; Farm to Table; Puzzles, 
Mysteries, and Breakouts; Arrowheads; Wildlife Watercolor Painting and Drawing; 
Theater Camp; and Just Do It! Health and Fitness Intensive.   The middle school 
students will write their persuasive letter and the final draft is due by Thursday, 
February 4th.  It is all so exciting! 

If you need anything, please do not hesitate to call, or email or come in.  We care! 

Barbara Gerard, Principal 

907-841-5704 

 

Mark you calendar for this fun 
family fundraiser event! To sign 
up go to; 
https://sites.google.com/apps.m
atsuk12.us/missionmatsu 

Our Schools winners from the 
fall hunt won hundreds of dollars 
in prizes from our awesome 
valley merchants!!  

http://matsuk12.us/acc
https://sites.google.com/apps.matsuk12.us/missionmatsu
https://sites.google.com/apps.matsuk12.us/missionmatsu


  

 

   

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

     

                                                                                                                 

 

   

 

 First-Grade Facts . .  
 
First-Grade Facts ... Be sure to look for a 
new Spalding video posted in our Facebook 
group!  It includes several new phonograms 
(including /igh/ /ew/ and /ui/).  They will be 
assessed the second week of February so 
extra practice will be helpful.   Regrouping 
in math has been this week's theme, and 
they are rocking it!!!  We ended the week 
with making slime for kindergarten and 
delivering it to them at the end of the day 
for January's Random Acts of Kindness 
project!  Contact me anytime ... Mrs. Mayer 
Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us   

 

Three little kittens lost their mittens and started Kindergarten on a week of 
mitten stories.  Students made paper mittens for our bulletin board.  A 
picture will be posted on our Facebook group.  We also learned the first 4 
(of 5) ways to spell ER.  We have been practicing the guide sentence: Her 
first nurse works early.  The sentence practices all 5 ways to spell this tricky 
sound.  When students ask how to spell a word, we can tell them to "use 
the sound of first" or whichever one they need to spell the word correctly.   

Math time has us counting down the days to our 100th day and practicing 
subtraction strategies.  Our strategies were subtracting one or zero and 
subtracting the same number to get zero.  

Congratulate your student on their part in helping both groups earn their 
reward parties.  Students work hard to earn class points and adult 
compliments to fill in 30 shapes for each reward party.   

Please call, text or email if you have any questions or concerns. 
verona.berg@matsuk12.us 
 

 

Holler for Reading! 

     This week in 2nd grade we 
wrote short stories.  We focused 
on developing characters, a 
setting, plot, and conflict!  The 
principal character in the story 
needed to be a duck and the rest 
was up to them.  Our writers took 
their ducks on adventures in 
ponds, across mountains, and into 
magic forests! 

     Holler for Math! 

     In math this week the students 
began their study of 
money.  Please practice identifying 
coins and counting them with your 
student.  We will be playing games 
and count back change to practice 
at school!  We watched a short 
video on how coins are designed 
and created.  The students were 
excited to learn about this 
process.  misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

Richardson’s Rockin’ 2nd Grade! 
 

WOW! A huge THANK YOU to all of you for reading 
consistently with your 2nd grader! We saw a huge 
improvement in confidence and fluency with our Read 
Naturally passages this week. Look for a new passage to 
come home next week that you can practice together. 
Also, next week, we will launch into our Charlotte’s 
Web novel study and even start learning a little cursive! 
The kids can hardly contain their excitement.  

I am SO proud of how hard everyone worked on their 
triple digit subtraction with regrouping test this week. 
Well done to each of our class! Our math class has 
really grown in learning to use different subtraction 
strategies. Our next chapter focuses on money; that is, 
learning the value of coins and bills and using skip 
counting to calculate amounts.  

As always, I encourage you to reach out if you have 
questions or concerns about your child. Happy 
February!laura.richardson@matsuk12.us 

 

mailto:verona.berg@matsuk12.us
mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:laura.richardson@matsuk12.us


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

   
 

   
 

The Manley Minute: 

Language Arts: In class we entered 
30 words in our Spalding notebooks 
and took a spelling test on Friday.  We 
are continuing with our Biography 
reports.  Students have collected all 
the information and we have started 
making our final drafts.  For our 
Language Review this week, we 
learned the rules for capitalizing 
titles.   

Math: Continuing our Geometry unit, 
we learned to draw angles and solve 
problems with angles, such as finding 
the measure of the missing 
angle.  The students have also learned 
to classify triangles.  Our next ALEKS 
Incentive party is on February 
16.  Each student has a new goal to 
reach by then.  Thank you for allowing 
them to complete topics at 
home!   patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

 

Benbow’s Buzz 

Please make sure your child is coming to school 
with all appropriate gear. It's been really cold in the 
morning lately, and we do still go out for recess.  

In language arts, we finished our Alaska papers. This 
took most of our time as we carefully organized, edited 
and finally submitted these papers that we  
started at the beginning of the month. 
This was also our first major assignment 
 completed with technology.  
 
We did find time to complete our Daily Language 
Review this week, which reviewed analogies, reflexive 
pronouns, sentence editing, correlative conjunctions and 
spelling.  

Math class wrapped up our fraction unit this week, but 
we will still continue to review and practice throughout 
the rest of the year. Our next unit will be geometry, and 
we are looking forward to the change of pace! Although 
we continue to do timed multiplication every day in 
class, please make sure that your child is finding time at 
home to practice. Working our way through equivalent 
fractions and simplest form has been overly challenging 
to those who are not confident with their 
multiplication. cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us   

Grimes Gambit 

Language Arts: 

This week in LA we explored the Core 
Saying/Idiom “On it’s last leg”.  It was 
great watching the students create ideas 
of what it means to be “on it’s last 
leg”.   We continued to add words to our 
list Q and will move onto List R in our 
Spalding composition books.  The 
students are continuing to master 
metaphors and similes. 

Math: 

This week in math we began with 
multiplication and division of 3s. Next 
week we will begin working on 6s.  We 
will continue working on mastering all of 
our multiplication facts.  Please continue 
to practice their multiplication flashcards 
every night with your student. As always 
if you ever have any questions or 
concerns please send me an email 
at austin.grimes@matsuk12.us 

  
 
 

 

Kile’s Kiddos 
We are back to 
Spalding.  Students are really 
starting to grasp the importance 
of learning the phonograms.  We 
also worked on simile, 
metaphors, personification, and 
alliteration in our comprehension 
study. They may bring in their 
book reports anytime, but they 
all are due February 18. 2021. 

In math we completed 4’s and 
8’s.  Next week we move on to 
3’s and 6’s.  Almost done.  We 
will be doing a lot of fluency 
practice throughout the month of 
February.   

Please help at home. 
tamela.kile@matsuk12.us   

   

mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
mailto:austin.grimes@matsuk12.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us


 
 

   
 
 

    
     
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
   
  
  
  
  
   

 
     
  
    
   
     
  
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

Sturgis Super Students!  
 Language Arts-- We began our reading of a children's 
version of Frederick Douglass's autobiography about his 
escape from slavery. The class has been very engaged in 
this story which has led to some excellent class discussions. 
As this is a true store about slavery there are some 
sensitive moments and use of words that are no longer 
considered appropriate. When we read this in class we use 
substitutes for these words. Along with our class 
discussion, the students have been  
developing their ability to answer  
a question using  
TDA (Text Dependent Analysis.)  
with the acronym, RACE:  
Restate the question, Answer the  
question, Cite evidence, Explain. 
 

Math-- The class has been working incredibly hard on 
division with two or three digit divisors. We will be ready 
for a test on this at the end of the next week. Keep working 
on remembering the steps: Round, Cover, Divide, Multiply, 
Subtract, Compare, Bring Down. Students are also putting 
the finishing touches on their math projects and will 
present them to the class next 
week. Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us  

Kramer Kids 

LA: This week students finished up their novels, 
“Harriet Tubman” and “Fredrick Douglass”.  We 
also worked on understanding and using 
proverbs, idioms, and adages.  It was fun to hear 
their definitions of the sayings before they 
looked up the real meanings!  

Math:  This week students worked on solving 
equations with one variable.  They are doing a 
great job at using inverse operations to solve for 
the variable. We are moving on to functions and 
inequalities in the next chapter.   

Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us 
 
 

Mr. O’s TEAM  

Language Arts- We have finished work on Sherlock Holmes, the class 
really has enjoyed reading that story and solving the mysteries with 
Holmes and Watson. We are getting ready to start our narrative unit 
where we adapt a new version of Saint George and the Dragon in our 
own way. This will be a multi-week project where we explore the 
elements of plot, setting, and character descriptions. We will start by 
outlining the original story and then adapting our own to similar 
elements that occur in the original. 

Math- We have closed the book on chapter 5, adding and subtracting 
decimals and now will move on to multiplication and division. This should 
be a quick transition as we get ready for the final push into fractions, so 
we are prepared for our end of the year testing. We will also loop back 
into division to make sure we have that mastered before the end of the 
school year. Mr. Olson peter.olson@matsuk12.us  
 

mailto:Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us
mailto:Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us
mailto:peter.olson@matsuk12.us


  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holler for Art! 

 This week in art  
was wonderful!   
The 3rd, 4th, and  
5th graders drew  
self-portraits.  The artwork and 
focus that they had during our 
study was amazing.  They used 
mirrors to look at the details in 
their features and learned 
about the structure of the 
human face! 
     I hope you have a great 
weekend! misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Español with Señorita 

Catarina 

Primary Rotation 

Kindergarten students are learning 
their colors in Spanish. We 
chorally read “Oso Pardo, Oso 
Pardo, Que Ves Ahi? “.   

First and second graders are 
accessing their emotions and 
learning how to talk about their 
feelings in Spanish.  We talked 
about things that make us feel 
feliz, triste and enojado! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3rd, 4th and 5th rewrote the 
story Alexander and His 
Terrible, Horrible, No Good 
Day. They did a great job.   

Ask to read their stories. 

Mrs. Kile tamela.kile@matsuk12.us 
 

 

 
 
  

 

Besy.mayer@matsuk12.us  
 
5th grade:  
US States, Capitals, and 
Abbreviations.   
 
                             4th grade:  ALASKA!   
 
 
 
3rd grade:  Native American studies ...  
Mrs.Mayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

K-2 Science 

First grade and kindergarten were 
introduced to simple machines.   

Second grade was introduced to the 
use of telescopes and microscopes. 

 

 

K-5 Lab Classes 

mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us
mailto:Besy.mayer@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

      

  Sixth Grade News 

 Students worked very well this week in sixth grade.  Algebra skills 
with equations were our focus in math class. In reading class, we 
enjoy discussing and analyzing the character's motives and choices 
in The Outsiders.  We are also finding and writing about heroes who 
exhibited courage, achieved great accomplishments, and/or 
behaved nobly.  Researching for revising the rough draft about a 
complicated resource, energy source, appliance or tool continues 
for our World Fair Project.  In social studies we are studying the 
inauguration of the President of the United States and Alaska's state 
symbols.  Science class learned about tsunamis and completed 
slides about damage from earthquake and tsunami of the 1964 
Alaskan quake.  

Upcoming work will be editing and revising the resource report, 
writing a class constitution, memorizing The Gettysburg Address, 
and mastering the process to solve equations.  If you would like to 
volunteer to help with intensives be sure to let a middle school 
teacher know your availability. 

We are looking for drivers and skiers on March 2 for a class party 
day. We will be going to Government Peak in the morning for some 
skiing and sledding and then on to Fly Trampoline at 12:30 with a 
fast food stop in between. Please return permission slips promptly. 
Have a good weekend, Mr. Titus and Mr. Schumacher 
Robert.titus@matsuk12.us      jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us  
 

 

Middle School Spanish 
 
Seventh grade Spanish students are working with 
present tense verb conjugations. We are doing our best 
to maximize our short class time for learning and not  
el tonto.  Google translate = horsing around. 
Eighth Grade Blue has proved they can work very easily 
with any verb that conjugates like gustar.  They created 
a Google slides presentation on things that inspire 
strong emotions.  They have been reviewing food 
vocabulary and will be working to create a restaurant 
skit. 
 Eighth Grade Black did extremely well on their Ir, Dar 
and Estar grammar test.  They created a wonderful 
Google slides presentation on the places they will go 
when travel is again a reality.  They are also working on 
creating a transportation skit. Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us  
 

mailto:Robert.titus@matsuk12.us
mailto:jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us
mailto:Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us


   

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wrights Winners! 

7th LA: We wrapped up our short story unit this 
week with the sci-fi/dystopian genre. Students 
practiced identifying all elements of fiction 
using "The Last Dog" and "Harrison Bergeron". 
They also finished defining vocabulary for this 
unit and worked on recording their Gothic radio 
hour plays. I look forward to hearing their 
adaptations next week! 

7th math: Students reviewed Chapter 7 
concepts and then took the test Wednesday. 
Chapter 8 adds an equal sign to the idea of 
expressions, and students will begin solving 1, 2 
and 3-step equations. Ten ALEKS topics are due 
each Monday - please encourage your child to 
get in that extra practice. It really pays off! 

7th history: Students learned about the 
unintended consequences of Prohibition: the 
rise of the mafia and the new term "gangster". 
They also researched how 1920s inventions 
changed the lives of most Americans. They 
worked steadily at recording their women's 
suffrage podcasts, which they will present next 
week.  

All hand-outs and homework are on ConnectEd 
or Google Classroom. Have a great weekend! 
Mrs. Wright 

mary.wright@matsuk12.us  

Beling Blurb: 
This week, we started Chapter 6 with one-step equations.  It’s really 
important that students complete their homework and get in the extra 
practice, because we’ll be moving on to two-step equations next week and 
this is where we’re truly diving into Pre-Algebra. So far I’m seeing a lot of 
confidence and understanding, so that’s really exciting!  On another note, 
many students are falling behind in ALEKS topics.  If your student did not 
complete 20 topics over the last two weeks (beginning Jan 19th), then I’m 
allowing them to complete the topics over the weekend before it goes in 
the gradebook.  I know that Parent/Student Vue has been acting up, so if 
you’re not able to see your student’s grades, feel free to email me for an 
update.  Have a great weekend! Megan.beling@matsuk12.us  

 

Around the World in 180 
Days 

This week in history we have been 
studying about stand-out women 
of the Suffrage Movement, to get 
women the right to vote.  The class 
looked at thumb nail descriptions 
of 10-15 stand-out women who 
fought to win the vote.  Then 
students chose one of those 
women to do a Google slide show 
on or an oral presentation about 
wo they chose. Students also wrote 
two paragraphs about why women 
should get the right to vote, written 
from their perspective back in 1919. 

Additionally, students made 
banners to inspire others to get 
involved in the women's suffrage 
movement.  Lastly, we also watched 
some segments of video about 
gangsters, like Al Capone, from the 
1920s. 

Write On! 

We are finishing up reading Lord of 
the Flies, which we have been 
reading in class and at 
home.  Students used the conch in 
our class for when they spoke 
during our discussions about some 
of the major themes rising up out 
of the action. We are watching clips 
from the video each day and we 
compare what poetic license the 
film maker has taken to change the 
action or characters differently from 
the way the book was written.    

Enjoy your weekend with your 
family!                                               
                                       

                    

mailto:mary.wright@matsuk12.us
mailto:Megan.beling@matsuk12.us
mailto:edward.reilly@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

8th Grade Home Room 
January has come to a close and I’m always 
amazed at how quickly the weeks seem to fly 
by.  
 
Today the students who are applying to 
CTHS turned in their application packets to 
me. It’s been a very quick application 
process and now we wait to see the specific 
details and when the lottery will be held. All 
who are applying are anxiously waiting! 
 
Our math class has continued to work on 
equations with two variables. Huge gains 
have been made by all of the students in 
their algebraic learning and I’m really 
pleased.  Additionally, each student set a 
plan this week by calculating how many 
topics they need to do per day in order to 
complete his/her 8th grade ALEKS Pie by 
then end of the year.  
 
English 1 has been diligently working on their 
organizers for their Hero’s Journey narrative. 
This is a HUGE project but the class had 
been plugging away!  Way to go 8th graders! 
Next week we will continue writing and be 
focus on the students’ final intensive letter as 
well.   
 
Have a great weekend! Enjoy the increasing 
sunshine :)  
Mrs. Molina stacy.molina@matsuk12.us 
   

Algebra 1 

Chapter 7 will be assessed next week.  
We are on track!   

 

 

 

8th Science 

Bluebird Group continued constructing 
their Rube Goldberg projects. The 
Blackbird Group began a project on 
circuitry with a quiz board. 

Parents: Please be aware that the two 
groups’ assignments do not align and 
input of grades may show missing work 
until that group does the assignment. 
Georgia.Tompkins@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Manley’s Minute: 
While continuing to read the novel, Animal Farm, we 
looked at three different types of narrative voice: first 
person, third person limited, and third person 
omniscient.  The students were given a specific passage 
from the text and were challenged to change the narrative 
perspective within the given passage.  They enjoyed 
changing the perspective and tone of the novel!  We also 
analyzed Minimus’s poem in chapter 8 that was filled with 
satire.  patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

 

mailto:stacy.molina@matsuk12.us
mailto:Georgia.Tompkins@matsuk12.us
mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us

