
 

  

  

  

  
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Event: 

2/15/21  Valentines 
parties for 
k-5 grades  

2/16/21 Early 
release day  

2/17 -19 PD days no 
school 

2/25/21 Spring 
Pictures 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                   Phone 907-746-2358 
Assistant Principal: Peter Olson         Fax 907-746-2368 
                                                                Website http://matsuk12.us/acc          
 
 
 

January 22, 2021 

Dear Academy Families,  

This has been another great week!  I am incredibly proud of the fantastic student progress and 
this amazing staff!    

Uniform Check  

Thank you for double checking your child’s uniform clothing each day prior to leaving your 
home.  Students must be dressed in the required uniform clothing each day.  The uniform 
clothing should fit the student comfortably and be in good condition.  This means no holes in the 
clothing.    

• No jeans or jean fabric.    
• Leggings must be worn with a skirt.    
• No elastic on the bottom of the pants.  

If your student needs Academy’s uniform clothing, we have quite an assortment of uniform tops, 
pants, and Academy sweatshirts in the Academy Closet.  As students outgrow their uniforms, 
families donate the clothing to Academy’s Closet.  They are washed and organized by sizes.  
Melissa or Marcy will be happy to direct you to the Academy Closet where you may help yourself 
to the used, but clean, and in good condition uniform clothing.  (Free!)  

When a student is not in uniform clothing, the student will need to change.   They may access 
the Academy Closet OR they may call home to ask their parent to bring a uniform to the 
school.    

Snack Should be Packed Separately from Lunch  

Thank you for packing your child’s snack in a separate bag or baggie.  Separating the snack from 
the lunch is helpful for many reasons, such as students can quickly grab their snack and go to 
their seat to eat.  It also helps to ensure the students only eat their snack during snack time.  
Thank you for keeping in mind that the snack items should be a quick, simple, and healthy with 
the goal of providing fuel for your child’s body so that learning may continue.  (pepperoni stick, 
cheese stick, etc.)  

Extension of Academy’s COVID SMART Mitigation Plan to the End of the School Year  

Despite the stress of the pandemic, Academy’s students have thrived.   We expect the additional 
funding from the additional COVID CARES Grant to be dispersed from the State to the District 
soon.  The monies are to target school safety/COVID Mitigation, and to provide high-impact 
interventions and programming to mitigate learning loss as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
We are grateful as this allows Academy to continue with the small class sizes (all day long) 
through to the end of school in May.  

Several “good things” have come out of this crazy pandemic and we are working to continue the 
positive outcomes into the 2021-22 school year!    

If you need anything, please do not hesitate to call, email, or come in!  We appreciate you!  With 
Warm Regards, Barbara Gerard, Principal  907-841-5704  
 

Job Opening at 
Academy 
Sadly, one of our 
monitors is moving to 
Kenai.  Her last day 
will be January 
27th.  If you are 
interested or know of 
someone who may 
be interested in 
joining Academy’s 
awesome team, the 
position will be 
posted today, 
Friday.  Interested 
persons apply on the 
school district 
website under 
“jobs”.   
 

http://matsuk12.us/acc


  

 

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

                                                                                                                 

 

   

 

 First-Grade Facts . . .  
 
Practice, hold accountable, practice, hold accountable ... 
the story of our week in language arts!  Our Core 
Knowledge story this week was "Hole in the Dike," and we 
focused on the main idea, details and retelling on this story 
of bravery.  We have been reading a Gerald and Piggie 
book daily to discuss friendship and how to read with 
expression.  Contact me anytime ... Mrs. Mayer 
Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us   
 

Kindergarten enjoyed stories about snowmen this 
week.  A lot of our work was also about creating 
snowmen and snow friends.  Each reading group 
finished another book at their level and brought them 
home to read to you.  Great job Kindergarten 
students!! 

During math we began subtraction.   
This week we have used a variety of  
ways to solve subtraction equations.   
Looking through their work nightly will  
let you know how they are doing on  
this concept.  Next week we will work  
on subtraction strategies.  
Have a wonderful weekend and feel free to contact me 
anytime! verona.berg@matsuk12.us 
 

 

Holler for Reading! 

This week was fantastic!  The 
students enjoyed reading short 
stories and discussing them as a 
group.   

On Thursday we read a nonfiction 
account of the history of money.   
This is an exciting  
prelude to our  
study of coins  
that will start  
on Monday  
in math.  
I hope you  
have  
a wonderful 
 weekend! 
misty.holler@matsuk12.us 

Richardson’s Rockin’ 2nd Grade! 
 

Although it was a short week, there was no shortage of 
activity and learning in 2nd grade! Thank you to Mrs. Ashley 
who has been filling in as our substitute teacher this week.  

Next week’s spelling list will look a little different from what 
we are used to seeing. It will be a list of commonly 
misspelled words instead of our typical list of Spalding words 
that we decode and dissect during the week. In addition to 
practicing spelling those words, please have your child 
practice reading the list out loud to you so they know those 
words automatically when they come across them in their 
reading.  

For next week’s homework, also be looking for a reading 
passage to practice reading nightly with your child, as well as 
a page of math practice to complete and return by Friday.  

This week’s math lessons concluded our explicit instruction 
on triple digit subtraction with regrouping. Although it won’t 
be an intense focus, triple-digit subtraction with regrouping 
will continue to be practiced and reviewed periodically in 
class and in practical ways. Our next unit in math will focus 
on money! January is flying by! Be looking for parent 
volunteer opportunities for our Valentine’s celebration on 
February 15! Mrs. Richardson laura.richardson@matsuk12.us 

 

mailto:verona.berg@matsuk12.us
mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:laura.richardson@matsuk12.us


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

   
 

   
 

The Manley Minute: 

Language Arts: This week we took our 
monthly 50-word spelling test.  The 
progress that students have made since 
the beginning of the year is truly 
amazing!  In class, students continued to 
read and take notes on a person of 
interest.  We are collecting information 
such as when they were born, their 
greatest accomplishments, interesting 
facts, character traits, and creating a 
timeline of their life.   

Math: The highlight of this week was 
definitely our ALEKS incentive 
party.  Students set lofty goals for the 
past three weeks and worked hard to 
achieve them.  I am proud of all their 
hard work!  In our geometry unit, we 
measured angles around the room using 
protractors and are learning to draw 
angles. 

Please feel free to contact me with 
questions or concerns.  Grades are 
entered weekly on ParentVue.   

patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

 

Benbow’s Buzz 

Thank you to the families who have sent in water 
and disinfecting wipes! We do still need more 
wipes, so remember to look for them when you 
are shopping!  

In language arts, we continued working with our Alaska papers. 
As a group, we are dissecting the first drafts of our papers to 
ensure that the topics are organized in a meaningful way and 
that the information is accurate. We read an African folktale, 
"The Boy Who Wanted the Moon," and answered 
comprehension questions. As always, we practiced using 
words from the question, evidence from the text and complete 
sentences when responding. Since this was a short week, we 
did not do Spalding or the Daily Language Review this week. 
We did get some practice in Google Classroom with parts of 
speech. We also used technology to get some reading time in. 
Epic is proving to be a great resource for a wide variety of 
reading interests, and we are making sure to write quick 
summaries after reading each day.     

Math class getting close to being done with fractions! We 
reviewed adding and subtracting fractions, finding equivalent 
fractions and finding simplest form as we solved two CSI Math 
Mysteries. I have been working toward kiddos reading through 
all of the directions and trying to solve problems more than 
once before asking for help.  Although we continue to do timed 
multiplication every day in class, please make sure that your 
child is finding time at home to practice. Working our way 
through equivalent fractions and simplest form has been overly 
challenging to those who are not confident with their 
multiplication.  
As always, feel free to email me with any concerns or 
questions! cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us   

Grimes Gambit 

Language Arts: 

This week in LA we explored the Core 
Saying/Idiom “Last Straw” and “On its 
last leg”.  It was great watching the 
students learn the origin of the last straw 
and how it broke the camel’s back.   We 
continued to work on our List Q in our 
Spalding Books.  The students are also 
studying the differences and similarities 
of similes and metaphors.   

Math: 

This week in math we began with 
multiplication and division of 8s. Next 
week we will begin working on 3s.  We 
will continue working on mastering all our 
multiplication and division 
facts.  Please continue to practice their 
multiplication flashcards every night with 
your student. As always if you ever have 
any questions or concerns please send 
me an email 
at austin.grimes@matsuk12.us 
 
 

 

Kile’s Kiddos 

In LA we completed all of our 
core stories, poems, and sayings 
for the year.  Also, your child was 
given the name of the composer 
they will be learning about and 
presenting at Worlds’ Fair.  We 
are also learning the difference 
between a simile and metaphor. 

In Math we are working on 4’s 
and 8’s.  Your child is struggling if 
they are not getting fluent with 
their multiplication.  We are 
working hard to be fluent.  Help at 
home would be great.  Just quiz 
them verbally as you are riding in 
the car, eating dinner, etc… 
tamela.kile@matsuk12.us   

   

mailto:patsy.manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
mailto:austin.grimes@matsuk12.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us


 
 
 
 
 

   
     
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  

 
  
 
   

 
     
  
   
  
    
  
 
  

 
 
 
 

 

Sturgis Super Students!  
Language Arts-- This has been our final 
week of our poetry unit. We studied the 
poem, "Strange Patterns" by Carrie Allen 
McCray and learned about the use of 
parallel structure. The students created 
their own poems where they compared 
then contrasted two situations that are 
similar but not exactly alike.  

Math-- We are continuing to expand our 
understanding of long division and added 
longer dividends to our work this week. We 
will be finishing the final lesson in Chapter 
4 next week but will continue to practice 
this skill for a bit longer before taking our 
test. The students are also working on a 
group project that involves multiple steps. 
It has been fun to watch them get excited 
about solving a problem that is all their 
own. 

 Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us  

Kramer Kids 

LA: 
This week students practiced using 
perfect tense verbs. They also took their 
monthly 50 word spelling test and it was 
great to see improvements in scores. 
We are still reading “Fredrick Douglass” 
and “Harriet Tubman”. While we are 
reading the novels there will be no 
additional homework outside of keeping 
up with the reading. However, there will 
be a chapter or two of reading assigned 
each night. Please help your student 
remember to get their reading done!  
 
Math: 
We finished up chapter 6, learning about 
inequalities and expressions this week. 
Next up we will be learning about 
algebraic equations and using inverse 
operations.  Another student finished 
their Alek’s pie and earned her free 
lunch! We are getting really close to 
celebrating with pizza once the entire 
class finishes their Alek’s.  
Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us 
 
 

mailto:Sabra.sturgis@matsuk12.us
mailto:Kimberly.kramer@matsuk12.us


  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holler for Art! 

The K,1, and 2 students 
completed their study of 
community by drawing family 
portraits.  It was fun to see 
them illustrate the different 
sizes, and interests of people 
and animals too!  One student 
asked me if they had to include 
every one of their 46 chickens!   

I hope you have a great 
weekend! 

misty.holler@matsuk12.us 
 

 

3rd-5th graders have been 
showing great progress in their 
typing skills and are focusing on 
learning use of the home row 
and proper technique to 
improve their typing speed. 3rd 
and 4th graders expanded their 
math skills on Sumdog.com and 
3rd & 5th grade put in some 
very focused Lexia minutes. All 
students have wrestled with 
some programing challenges 
while using code.org and 
showed great determination to 
solve challenging problems.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Español with Señorita 

Catarina 

Intermediate Rotation 

We finished our intermediate 
rotation with vigorous light saber 
battles to help us learn 
vocabulary.  We all tested this 
week and those who studied did 
very well and can be very proud of 
themselves.  

We were able to watch some 
footage of the Tope - the 
Christmas time Bullfights in Costa 
Rica where the bull always wins! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knders are working hard on 
perfecting their handwriting skills. 

First grade explored the fairy tales 
Rumplelstilskin and Sleeping 
Beauty. 

Second graders are  
working on writing 
 that perfect 
interesting  
sentences. 
Mrs. Kile tamela.kile@matsuk12.us 

 

 

 
 
  

 

We ended the rotation learning 
more about Native Americans in 
different culture regions diving into 
food, homes and clothing for each.  

 Kindergarten made a canoe 
representing the Pacific Northwest, 
first grade made headbands to 
represent those in the Southeast 
region and the second grade made 
teepees for the Plains area.   
Mrs. Mayer 
Besy.mayer@matsuk12.us  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3-5 Science 

The labs learned about 3 rock 
types, and where oil comes from. 

 

 

K-5 Lab Classes 

mailto:misty.holler@matsuk12.us
mailto:tamela.kile@matsuk12.us
mailto:Besy.mayer@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

      

  Sixth Grade News 

      Students worked hard all week in sixth grade.  We 
continued mastering algebra skills with expressions in 
math class. In reading class, we enjoy discussing and 
analyzing the author's opinions in The 
Outsiders.  Researching and writing a rough draft 
about a complicated resource or tool continues for our 
World Fair Project.  In social studies we are studying 
both the Constitution of the United States and Alaska's 
Constitution in lieu of a trip to Juneau.  Science class 
learned about volcanos and completed an Alaskan 
Resource and Energy Web.  

      Upcoming work will be editing and revising the 
resource report, writing a class constitution, 
memorizing The Gettysburg Address, and mastering 
the process to solve equations.  If you'd like to 
volunteer to help with intensives be sure to let a 
middle school teacher know your availability. 

 We are looking for drivers on March 2 for a 
class party day. We will be going to Government Peak 
in the morning for some sledding and then Fly 
Trampoline at 12:30 with a fast food stop in between. 
Permission slips should be coming home soon. Have a 
good weekend, Mr. Titus and Mr. Schumacher 
Robert.titus@matsuk12.us      jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us  

 

 

Middle School Spanish 
 
Señorita Catarina 
 
Seventh grade Spanish students had their first 
grammar tests. Those who studied did very well and 
can be very proud of their accomplishments. Those 
who did not study are welcome to retake one test a 
semester that they feel they could improve upon. 
Eighth Grade Blue made their own people bingo to 
practice verbs like gustar. They are also practicing 
tongue twisters and keeping all their vocabulary 
available to their working memory rather than just 
one week’s set.  Eighth grade black has been 
working with Dar and Estar. I love how this group 
helps each other to learn and grow in language 
classes.  
 
Thank you to Drew for showing us how to combine 
all our Quizlet sets into one mighty set to rule them 
all! This really helps with language acquisition. 
Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us  

 

mailto:Robert.titus@matsuk12.us
mailto:jared.schumacher@matsuk12.us
mailto:Cady.agoff@matsuk12.us


   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wrights Winners! 

7th LA: This week, students worked steadily on their 
Gothic radio hour scripts, adapting a chosen short story 
into a screenplay. They also studied character traits and 
mood, and practiced identifying both in short stories. Next 
week, we will begin dramatizing our screen plays, which is 
a fun group project. We'll also be using sci-fi stories to 
sharpen our knowledge of the elements of fiction.  

7th math: Algebraic expressions is the focus of Chapter 7. 
Students worked hard at learning the rules, utilizing 
PEMDAS and staying organized. Students who do the 
nightly home work practice are realizing how that time 
aids their overall understanding. Ten ALEKS topics are due 
each Monday; please encourage your student to log in 
and complete them - it pays off! 

7th history: We are deep in the 1920s. Students practiced 
the Charleston several times this week, and we learned 
how advertising created consumers out of Americans. We 
also studied the rise of the mafia during Prohibition, and 
took a quiz on the Great Migration and new inventions of 
this era. Students are recording their women's suffrage 
podcasts, which are due next week. I'm excited to hear 
their presentations!  
All homework and hand outs  
are on ConnectEd or  
Google Classroom.  
Have a great weekend!  
Mrs. Wright 
mary.wright@matsuk12.us  

Beling Blurb: 
This week we wrapped up Chapter 5 on Algebraic 
Expressions and students took the Chapter 5 test 
on Friday.  Grades will be updated and posted over 
the weekend.  Please take a moment to see how 
your student is doing.  We will be moving on to 
Chapter 6 next, which includes algebraic 
equations.  This is a tough topic for many, so 
getting the ALEKS practice and homework 
completed will be a big help. Don’t hesitate to 
reach out with any questions or concerns.  Have a 
great weekend!Megan.beling@matsuk12.us  

 

Around the World in 180 
Days 

This week in history we have been 
studying the Roaring 
Twenties.  Students took notes on all 
the different perspectives as to why 
business was booming during this 
decade.  We also had great discussion 
about it.   We also discussed and 
watched video clips about two major 
pieces of legislation that became our 
18th and 19th amendments to our 
Constitution. Students are researching 
one of the women who was part of the 
Suffrage Movement.  We had talked 
about some of the key players in the 
Suffrage movement.  Additionally, the 
age of radio and the role it played in 
American culture is a subject we 
explored, watching video clips and 
discussion.  

Write On! 

Our class has been very engaged in 
our book, Lord of the Flies.  Students 
are always looking for ways that they 
can personally relate to some of the 
action that is happening in the 
book.  Most of the students are quick 
to want to weigh in on the action and 
the motivation for some of the 
characters in the book. We are 
watching clips from the video each day 
and we compare what poetic license 
the film maker has taken to change the 
action or characters differently from 
the way the book was written.   Mr. 
Reilly 
edward.reilly@matsuk12.us                    
                                                                
     
 

mailto:mary.wright@matsuk12.us
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8th Grade Home Room 
 
Happy Friday 8th grade families! It was a short week but 
we packed a lot into our time together.   
 
Today the students were fortunate to participate in a 
presentation from Mr. Ross, the principal of Career Tech.  
He shared loads of information regarding CTHS, what is 
changing & what is staying the same and the new 
application process. Mr. Ross provided each student with 
a copy of the application today; the application is paper 
(not digital) this year. For students, the application is due 
next Friday morning, January 29th by 8:00am.   
Per Mr. Ross’s request to pick up the applications directly 
from Academy, students need to will turn their 
applications in to me by Friday morning so I can have the 
packet prepared for Mr. Ross.  Students are welcome to 
turn the applications in to me before Friday morning.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our math class has continued to work on equations with 
two variables. I am impressed with the huge progress the 
students have been making.  In addition to our lessons, 
the students also continuing to make great advances in 
their ALEKS programs.   With the students working so 
hard, we are definitely on track for the entire class to finish 
their ALEKS pies this year! 
 
English 1 has started our giant writing project in which 
student will write their own Hero’s Journey.  I posted a 
breakdown of all of the project’s due dates and we had an 
in depth discussion regarding the process on Thursday in 
class. Have a fantastic weekend! Mrs. Molina 
stacy.molina@matsuk12.us 
   

Algebra 1 

Chapter 7 is about at the halfway point.  
Exponential calculations and scientific notation 
have some unique concepts to be mastered, but 
the class is rocking it. 

8th Science 

Bluebird Group also begun constructing their 
Rube Goldberg projects. The Blackbird Group will 
begin a project on circuitry after their chapter 
assessment next week.  

Parents: Please be aware that the two groups’ 
assignments do not align and input of grades may 
show missing work until that group does the 
assignment. 

Georgia.Tompkins@matsuk12.us 

 

 

Manley’s Minute: 
8th Grade LA 

We are continuing to read Animal Farm in 
class.  Snowball has left the farm and 
Napoleon is now in charge.  Boxer 
continues to be the hardest working 
animal on the farm while Squealer is the 
master of manipulation.  So far, the 
students have enjoyed reading this novel 
and are engaged in our class 
discussions.   

Mrs. Manley 
patsy.manley@matsuk12.us 

 

mailto:stacy.molina@matsuk12.us
mailto:Georgia.Tompkins@matsuk12.us
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