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Two Muslim families of Middle Eastern origin 
were walking through a Washington, D.C., 
airport to board their plane. As they walked, 

they began discussing among themselves the safest 
place to sit on a plane.

Another passenger on the plane, who overheard the 
families talking, reported a “suspicious” conversation 
to a fl ight attendant. The pilot called in the authorities, 
who removed the families from the plane. The FBI 
interviewed the families. The agents determined 
the families posed no threat to the fl ight, and asked 
the airline to reboard them. The airline refused 
and the FBI was forced to help the families book 
tickets on another airline. 

The next day, the fi rst airline issued an apology 
to the families, refunded their money, and offered 
to fl y them home free.

Do you think the airline 
acted properly in taking 
these families off the plane? 
Explain whether you think 
it’s OK to suspect people 
based on their religion 
and ethnic origin.

• the general impact of 
terrorism in the world 

• how radical Islamist beliefs 
contribute to terrorism 

• the events associated 
with the 9/11 attacks and 
the global war on terror
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•  terrorism
•  international terrorism
•  terrorist group
•  agenda
•  fi gurehead
•  proxy
•  sharia
•  Wahhabism
•  caliphate
•  insurgency
•  transnational
•  reactionary
•  safe haven

The General Impact of Terrorism in the World 

If you travel by air, you’ve come face to face with terrorism’s 
aftershocks. After check-in, you have to take off your shoes 
and empty your pockets. You must walk through metal detectors 
and send your luggage through X-ray machines. 

You may have also noticed metal detectors at government 
buildings such as courthouses. Other large buildings, such 
as corporate offi ces, often have concrete barriers out front 
to protect against car bombs.
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94 CHAPTER 1 The Middle East

Outside the United States and other countries like Canada and Britain, the threat 
of terrorism affects people’s daily lives far more strongly. Many developing countries 
with lots of sunshine and beaches depend on foreign tourists for much of their 
national income. But those tourists will change their travel plans in a minute 
if they have to worry about a bomb at their hotel. 

The terrorist threat often keeps foreign investors away from a country. And at its 
worst, terrorism can shut down a society. It can make it impossible for someone 
to go out and buy milk and diapers, for instance. And it can make it impossible 
to establish a government in which the people have confi dence.

Defi ning Terrorism 

US law defi nes  terrorism as premeditated, politically motivated violence against 
noncombatants by subnational groups or clandestine agents, generally to infl uence 
an audience. 

A more general defi nition of terrorism is the calculated use of threatened or 
actual violence against civilians to attain political, religious, or ideological goals. 
Terrorists do this through intimidation or fear. 
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For instance, terrorists trying to overthrow their national government might bomb 
a foreign-owned factory in their country. The victims of the attack would be largely 
ordinary local factory workers. The “audience” for the attack would be the factory’s 
foreign owners, including stockholders. The terrorists’ immediate goal would be 
to get the foreign company to leave the country. Their larger goal would be to drive 
out all foreign investment. That would cause people to lose their jobs, hurt the local 
economy, and put pressure on the government they want to overthrow.

International terrorism is terrorism that involves the citizens or territory of more than 
one country. The US government defi nes a  terrorist group as any group that practices 
terrorism or has a subgroup that does.

Terrorist Groups and Their Activities Through the Ages 

Terrorism is nothing new. During the Crusades in the thirteenth century, Hasan 
ibu-al-Sabbah, known as the “Old Man of the Mountains,” led a fanatical Muslim 
sect. His followers were known in Arabic as hashishiyyin, or “hashish users.” They 
would get high on the drug hashish and then murder their opponents. The English 
word assassin comes from these early “terrorists.”

Later on, the French Revolution went through a phase (1793–1794) known as 
“the Reign of Terror.” The new government that had overthrown King Louis XVI 
turned on the French people. It killed thousands of innocent men and women. 
The violence appalled outside observers, notably in Britain and the United States. 
It gave some folks second thoughts about whether rule by the people was such 
a good idea after all.

But the French terror had a national government behind it. More recently, terrorist 
groups have generally been people outside the national government trying to 
overthrow it. They tend to have a specifi c  agenda, a set of goals to achieve. Sometimes 
they are willing to give up violence in favor of politics if they get an opportunity 
to do so. 

During the twentieth century’s fi nal decades, a number of guerrilla groups gave 
up terrorism for politics. They traded bullets for ballots, as the saying goes, in 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, and Northern Ireland. Hamas in Palestine and Hezbullah 
in Lebanon, on the other hand, continue to fi re rockets at Israel and spread other 
havoc in the Middle East despite their governmental roles.

During this same period, however, another more sinister terrorist movement was 
developing. This one was international, more loosely organized, and less clear in 
its goals. And it was aimed at the United States and its friends around the world. 
It calls itself al-Qaeda (in English, the Base).
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96 CHAPTER 1 The Middle East

Current Terrorist Threats 

Al-Qaeda and allied groups have been the greatest terror threat to the United States 
and its partners since the 1993 World Trade Center bombing. Its story begins with 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979. The Soviets were trying to prop up a 
Communist government.

Young Muslim men from around the world fl ocked to Afghanistan to help fi ght the 
Soviets.  Many of these men came from the Middle East. Among them was Osama 
bin Laden, the son of a wealthy Saudi family. Bin Laden, who had access to family 
money, helped fund the anti-Soviet resistance. He set up a worldwide network to 
support the effort. When the war ended in 1989 and the Soviets withdrew, this 
network became al-Qaeda.

Bin Laden returned to Saudi Arabia, but left for Sudan in 1991. In 1992 he fi rst 
declared war on the United States. He returned to Afghanistan in 1996, protected 
by the fundamentalist Taliban regime that had taken power there. When the United 
States and its Afghan allies defeated the Taliban in 2001, Bin Laden and others fl ed 
into the mountainous border area between Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The Pakistani government doesn’t really control all of its territory, and al-Qaeda 
has taken advantage of this. It uses Pakistan’s “tribal areas” in the northwestern 
region of the country to build bases and training camps. Osama bin Laden remains 
the al-Qaeda  fi gurehead. That is, he’s the one supposedly in charge. But Egyptian 
Ayman al-Zawahiri has emerged as the group’s intellectual leader.

In Afghanistan itself, remnants of the Taliban remain al-Qaeda allies, and they 
remain a threat. They, too, exploit the Pakistani government’s weakness in the 
border regions. They murder local Afghan offi cials as well as attack government 
outposts and NATO forces helping the government.

One troubling trend is that regional terrorist groups 
are developing ties to al-Qaeda. In 2007, for instance, 
an Algerian group mostly focused on issues in its own 
country merged with al-Qaeda. It has taken the new 
name al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, or AQIM. 

Elsewhere, Iran remains a threat as a state sponsor 
of terrorism because of its support for Hezbullah in 

Lebanon. The US government considers the Shiite Hezbullah a foreign terrorist 
organization. The United States also regards Hezbullah as a  proxy—a stand-in—
for Iran. In other words, Hezbullah does some of the work Iran doesn’t want to 
be seen doing. This includes destabilizing the governments of Lebanon and Iraq.

Syria is another bad actor in the region. It freely allows troublemakers to pass 
through its borders to and from Iraq.
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How Radical Islamist Beliefs Contribute to Terrorism 

You read in Lesson 1 about the core beliefs of Islam. Now you will read about some 
interpretations of Islam adopted by sworn enemies of the United States. They are 
relevant because they form the basis of those enemies’ agenda and actions. But the 
United States has no quarrel with the Muslim faith. About 2 million to 3 million 
Americans practice it. And many Muslims who have immigrated to the United 
States freely practice their religion here. What’s more, the United States has many 
friends among Muslim countries.

Islamic Fundamentalism and Its Impact on the Middle East 

In the early twentieth century, Middle Eastern peoples shared their grievances 
against the ruling colonial powers through Muslim religious leaders. But the new 
independent states that emerged as Europe released or lost its colonies had mostly 
secular—nonreligious—leadership. Western-educated lawyers, politicians, and 
soldiers were in charge. Many people turned their backs on religion and traditional 
culture in favor of modernization. 

What eventually came, however, were ruling families and nationalist revolutionaries 
unwilling to suffer any opposition to their hold on power. By the late 1970s no one 
could challenge the government in many Middle Eastern countries. 
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98 CHAPTER 1 The Middle East

Consequently, grievances built up again. Many Muslim peoples of the Middle East 
became a ready audience for calls to reject modernization, purify their society, and 
adhere strictly to  sharia—Islamic religious law. Islamic fundamentalists offered these 
ideas as the answer to serious problems many Muslim societies faced.

Saudi Wahhabism 

In 1979 Iran gave the Muslim world 
another model of political Islam: 
revolution. That February, the religious 
leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s 
followers overthrew the corrupt 
monarch Shah Reza Pahlavi and 
created the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Iranians were Shiites. But their 
success at installing a religious, clergy-
run state became a model for Sunni 
Muslim fundamentalists to follow. 

Like Iran, Saudi Arabia is awash in 
oil wealth. Saudi Arabia is also home 
to Islam’s holiest sites—Mecca and 
Medina—a fact that places heavy 
additional responsibilities on Saudi 
Arabia’s ruling royal family.

Many in the Saudi royal family 
live a lifestyle that’s not always 
in keeping with Islamic religious 
beliefs. To stay in power, the family 
supports a fundamentalist sect of 
Islam called Wahhabism. Wahhabism 
is an austere form of Sunni Islam, a 
so-called reform movement that began 
200 years ago to rid Islamic societies 
of practices and teaching acquired over 
the centuries. Muhammad ibn Abd 
al Wahhab founded Wahhabism 
in the eighteenth century. Most 
Wahhabis live in Saudi Arabia, and 
almost all Mecca’s and Medina’s 
residents are Wahhabis.
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As part of their campaign to promote Wahhabism, the Saudi royals raise funds 
through oil sales or from wealthy donors in the kingdom and other Persian Gulf 
states. They use them to build mosques and schools around the world, including 
in the United States, that spread Wahhabi ideas. Appeasing the Wahhabis in this 
manner helps the royals to cling to power. 

A central idea of Wahhab’s message was the essential oneness of God. His basic 
text was Kitab at-tawhid, or “The Book of Unity.” He was troubled by the religious 
practices he saw around him, such as pilgrimages to shrines. He also believed many 
fellow Muslims worshipped the prophet Muhammad rather than God. 

This led him to preach the simplicity of early Islam as he understood it, founded on 
the Koran and Sunna (i.e., Muhammad’s manner of life). Many of the practices that 
Wahhab condemned were specifi cally Shiite. That gave, and still gives, his teachings 
a political edge within the Muslim world—especially in countries with large Shiite 
minorities.

The Beliefs of Osama bin Laden and al-Qaeda 

Bin Laden, who orchestrated the 9/11 attacks on the United States, claims universal 
leadership within Islam. But he offers an extreme view of Islamic history. It’s 
designed to appeal mainly to Arabs and Sunnis. 

Bin Laden calls on his followers to embrace violence and martyrdom, that is, 
to sacrifi ce and suffer in order to further a cause. He tells his followers that 
the caliphate—the Arab political unity of Islam’s golden age, centered in Baghdad—
collapsed because its leaders strayed from true religion. He aims to replace Arab 
governments and re-create the caliphate.

Bin Laden also draws heavily on the Egyptian writer Sayyid Qutb. Based on Qutb’s 
teachings, Bin Laden and his followers justify mass murder. They say it’s acceptable 
to defend their embattled faith.

Bin Laden explains that al-Qaeda hates the United States because America has 
attacked or insulted Islam. For instance, many Muslims deeply resent the fact that 
the Saudi ruling family permits US military bases in Saudi Arabia. That’s because it 
is the home of the prophet’s birth and gravesites in Mecca and Medina. He blames 
America for all confl icts involving Muslims anywhere. 

Unfortunately, many Muslims and Arabs have long been at odds with the United 
States over some of these confl icts. The Israel-Arab confl ict is one example. And so 
Bin Laden’s blasts against Americans strike a chord with millions. Bin Laden’s agents 
have said that only by leaving the Middle East, converting to Islam, and ending 
what he calls its “immorality” and “godlessness” can America ever put an end to 
al-Qaeda attacks.
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Egyptian writer Sayyid Qutb’s works have strongly infl uenced Osama bin Laden and his 
followers. Qutb combined Islamic scholarship with a loathing of the West. The Egyptian 
government sent him to study in the United States in the 1940s. He returned with the 
feeling that Western achievements had no real substance.

Three themes emerge from Qutb’s writings:

• The world is beset with jahiliyya, a condition of barbarism, evil living, and 
unbelief in God. Everyone must choose between this state and Islam.

• More people are attracted to jahiliyya and material comfort than to Islam; 
this is true even of Muslims.

• There is no middle ground in the struggle between God and Satan. 
Therefore, all Muslims, as Qutb defi nes them, must take up the fi ght. 
Muslims who do not are no better than infi dels (nonbelievers).

Qutb was a member of the Muslim Brotherhood organization. He was hanged on charges 
of trying to overthrow the Egyptian government, and thus became a martyr in the eyes 
of Bin Laden and others.

Sayyid Qutb (1906–1966)
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The Events Associated With the 9/11 Attacks 
and the Global War on Terror 

Until the fi nal years of the twentieth century, terrorism for most Americans was 
something that happened elsewhere. But many countries, including close US allies, 
faced terrorist campaigns of one kind or another. In Northern Ireland, the Irish 
Republican Army used terrorism to try to force the British out. Leftist terrorists 
fought against the state in Germany and Italy. Basque separatists used terrorism 
to fi ght for their own homeland in Spain. And Americans sometimes fell victim 
to terrorism when they traveled. 

By the 1990s, however, the threat had come closer to home. In 1993 terrorists 
thought to be linked to al-Qaeda set off a truck bomb in the garage of New York’s 
World Trade Center, trying to destroy it. Six people died and 100 were injured. 
Then in 1995 an American terrorist, Timothy McVeigh, bombed the federal 
building in Oklahoma City. The bombing killed 168 people and injured 800. 
(Two other men were also sentenced for their roles in planning the attack.)

In 1996 terrorists blew up the Khobar Towers in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, which 
housed the US Air Force 4404th Wing (Provisional). At least 19 US service 
members were killed and as many as 500 wounded. Two years later, under Bin 
Laden’s direct supervision, al-Qaeda terrorists bombed the US Embassy in Nairobi, 
Kenya, killing 12 Americans and 201 others, mostly Kenyans. Some 5,000 other 
people were wounded. On the same day, an al-Qaeda bomb killed 11 more people 
at the US Embassy in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Then in 2000 al-Qaeda struck again 
when terrorists in a small boat fi lled with explosives attacked the USS Cole, a Navy 
destroyer. The blast killed 17 members of the ship’s crew and injured another 40.

How the 9/11 Attacks Were Carried Out 

Tuesday, 11 September 2001, dawned a beautiful clear morning along the East 
Coast of the United States. But it would end a very dark day.

At three airports—Boston; Newark, New Jersey; and Dulles, outside Washington, 
D.C.—four teams of al-Qaeda hijackers boarded westbound fl ights. They would 
soon turn those aircraft into weapons. They would strike some of the most powerful 
structural symbols of American might: the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers in 
New York, and the US Defense Department’s headquarters at the Pentagon outside 
Washington.

For years some security experts had warned of such a possibility, especially after 
the 1993 attack. And during the summer of 2001 intelligence services worried 
that another attack was imminent. 

The 9/11 operation had been years in the planning. Its estimated cost was $500,000. 
The 19 hijackers established residence in the United States, took fl ying lessons, 
and made other preparations.
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The hijackers picked planes just starting westward on transcontinental fl ights—
big aircraft with lots of fuel in them. The 19 men were armed with box-cutters—
considered tools rather than weapons, and so not hard to get past airport security.

Soon after takeoff they overpowered the fl ight crews and took the planes’ controls. 
They fl ew two of the aircraft into the Twin Towers. Both buildings collapsed. A 
third fl ight struck the Pentagon, causing signifi cant damage. Investigators believe 
the hijackers planned to crash the fourth jet into another target in Washington—
possibly the Capitol Building or the White House. But passengers on that fl ight, 
warned by phone of the other attacks, tried to wrest control of the plane from the 
hijackers, who crashed it into a Pennsylvania fi eld.

Not since the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor had Americans been hit on their own 
soil. About 3,000 people died in the attacks, most of them in New York. It wasn’t an 
attack just on Americans, though. Ninety countries around the world lost sons and 
daughters as the Twin Towers came down.

In 1941 the US Congress answered the attack on Pearl Harbor with a declaration 
of war on Japan. Sixty years later, the country answered the 9/11 attacks with the 
global war on terror. 
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The US Invades Afghanistan

It didn’t take long for the US government to determine that al-Qaeda was the power 
behind the spectacular 9/11 attacks. At that point, al-Qaeda’s base was in Afghanistan.

The Bush administration in Washington quickly decided that the terror attacks 
had to be answered with force. But it wasn’t as straightforward as declaring war on 
Japan after Pearl Harbor. Al-Qaeda wasn’t a state. So there wasn’t a real government 
on which to declare war, as Congress had done in 1941. 

Yet the 9/11 attacks were seen as more than an act of terrorism; they were seen as 
an act of war. Many in and out of government believed the United States needed to 
respond with military force—a different response from those that followed previous 
terror attacks.

The Bush administration demanded that the Taliban surrender al-Qaeda’s leader, 
Bin Laden. He was already wanted in connection with the 1998 bombings of two 
US embassies in Africa. But the Taliban failed to respond.

On 7 October 2001, less than a month after the attacks on New York and 
Washington, the United States and its allies invaded Afghanistan. The opposition 
Afghan Northern Alliance provided a majority of the troops. Britain, Canada, 
Australia, France, New Zealand, Italy, and Germany also supported the operation.

Fighting raged for several bloody weeks. But on 12 November Kabul, the Afghan 
capital, fell. By the end of November the Taliban forces had surrendered or fl ed 
into hiding. 
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This wasn’t the end of either the Taliban or al-Qaeda, however. The allies hadn’t 
captured Osama bin Laden, who reportedly escaped to Pakistan. As this book 
was published, the hunt for Bin Laden and the fi ght with elements of the Taliban 
and al-Qaeda continued. And so did the Western effort to help the new leaders 
of Afghanistan create a stable government that does not foster terrorists. 

Al-Qaeda Attacks Since 9/11

As of this writing, al-Qaeda had not attacked the United States on its own soil 
since 2001. Nor has there been any other attack anywhere on the scale of 9/11. 
But al-Qaeda and its allies around the world are known or believed to have attacked 
American allies and sites Westerners visit in several countries in recent years.

• On 12 October 2002 an attack on the Indonesian island of Bali killed 202, 
including 88 Australians, and hurt 300. Nearly three years later there was 
another attack in the same area. Three suicide bombers killed 26 people and 
injured more than 100. Al-Qaeda affi liates are thought to be behind both attacks.

• On 13 May 2003 in Saudi Arabia, four suicide bombs went off almost 
simultaneously. Three exploded at residential compounds housing Westerners 
and a fourth at the headquarters of the Saudi Maintenance Co., co-owned 
by American and Saudi partners. Fatalities numbered 34; an additional 60 
were injured. On 8 November a car bomb detonated, killing 17 and injuring 
120. US and Saudi offi cials said it resembled the May bombing and linked 
both to al-Qaeda.
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• In November 2003 two separate incidents just a few days apart claimed 53 
lives in Istanbul, Turkey. Another 750 people sustained injuries. It’s not certain 
who was behind the attacks, but investigators strongly suspect al-Qaeda allies.

• On 11 March 2004, 10 bombs went off in four locations in Madrid’s transport 
system. Fatalities totaled 191. More than 600 people were injured. An al-Qaeda 
branch claimed responsibility.

• On 7 July 2005, 56 people died when four suicide bombers attacked London’s 
transport system during the morning rush hour. Another 700 were hurt. A 
group calling itself “the Secret Organization of al-Qaeda in Europe” was among 
several organizations claiming responsibility for the attack.

US Activities in the Global War on Terror

Some experts describe the al-Qaeda network as a “globalized insurgency.” An 
insurgency is an organized rebellion trying to overthrow a government. A globalized 
insurgency would seek to overthrow the whole world order—not just individual 
countries but international institutions as well.

Al-Qaeda seeks weapons of mass destruction—nuclear, chemical, and biological 
weapons that can kill thousands of people at once. It also seeks to replace 
the current international system with a transnational entity. An entity that’s 
transnational is one that is active across international borders. 
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Al-Qaeda is  reactionary—opposed to progress. It wants to force its brand of Islam—
a brand most Muslims reject—on the world. It wants to outlaw many books, 
movies, and television programs and implement its interpretation of Islamic law 
(sharia) as criminal law. It would take from women the rights they enjoy in Western 
and many other countries—such as the right to vote, to own property, to have a 
job, or to drive a car. Experts say that the threat al-Qaeda poses will last a long time: 
not years, but decades. It will demand that the United States and its allies respond 
with a global strategy.

As noted earlier, al-Qaeda has extended its reach by seeking local allies in different 
parts of the world. These alliances include local issues into the terrorists’ worldwide, 
anti-Western agenda. Al-Qaeda connections also give local actions more impact.
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Therefore, the United States and its allies try to break links among terror groups. 
This divides and isolates them, and so reduces their threat. It gets them down to 
a size where local governments can deal with them. The Western countries also 
try to intercept terrorists’ money moving through different nations’ banks, thus 
preventing one group from fi nancing another.

A Threefold Threat
The US government describes the enemy in the war on terror as a “threefold threat 
complex.” It attacks the enemy at all three of these levels—leaders, safe havens, and 
underlying conditions.

Leaders
So-called global actors are people who can mount attacks anywhere around the 
world. They give terrorists leadership, resources (including money and know-how), 
ideas, and guidance. And as noted previously, they can recruit local terror groups 
by making their issues part of a worldwide agenda.

Safe Havens
This sounds like a positive term. But actually it refers to lawless places where 
evildoers are free to hatch their schemes and plan their operations. When it comes 
to terrorism, a  safe haven is a space that provides a secure base for extremist action. 
The concept is used at three different levels.

• Physical Space. In some countries, the government has broken down so 
completely that the country is referred to as a “failed state.” This often happens 
because of civil war. The African nation of Somalia is a good example of this 
category. In other places, such as Afghanistan and Pakistan, the government 
functions but does not have complete control of all the territory within its 
borders. Often this is because of diffi cult terrain, with few roads, and strong 
traditions of tribal control. The central government’s representatives can’t 
or don’t go there. 

Either kind of place is likely to become a place where terror groups gather. 
They can establish training camps, for instance, and no one will bother them. 
A failed or failing state can be a dangerous vacuum.

You may have seen this principle at work in your own community. Neighbors 
on a street are always keen to see every house occupied, for instance. If a 
house is being sold, they at least want someone to mow the lawn and take 
other actions that show that someone is in charge. An abandoned home 
invites crime; a failed state invites terrorists.

• Cyberspace. Many terror groups use the Internet and e-mail to communicate 
among themselves, to recruit, to spread their message via “news and information” 
sites, and to raise money.
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• Ideological Space. Freedom of thought, belief, and expression are fundamental 
to the US constitutional system. So it goes against the grain for Americans 
to identify some ideas as “bad.” 

But some ideologies based on hatred and ignorance feed terrorism. Racism 
feeds terrorism, too. So do different kinds of identity politics—movements that 
encourage people to see themselves as oppressed racial or religious minorities, 
or encourage hatred or contempt for “infi dels” of other faiths. 

In some places, the political culture itself is a problem. Freedom of speech 
and expression are underdeveloped, and people don’t know how to disagree 
with each other without throwing bombs.

Underlying Conditions
Terrorists exploit all kinds of political 
and social problems. The failure to 
establish an independent state for the 
Palestinian people, for instance, has 
been an open wound for decades. 

Mature democracies know how to 
resolve problems through political 
processes, however long it takes. 
Extremists, especially in places 
without much democratic tradition, 
are quick to seek other means. The 
issues they exploit, such as Palestinian 
statehood, are often just excuses. But 
resolving such longstanding issues is 
a way to fi ght terrorism. Some people 
say it is the most effective way.
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Lesson 4 Review 
Using complete sentences, answer the following questions on a sheet of paper.

 1. What is terrorism?

 2. What’s an example of terrorism in earlier times?

 3. What problem does Pakistan pose to US interests?

 4. What is Wahhabism?

 5. What are Osama bin Laden’s aims?

 6. What happened during the 9/11 attacks?

 7. What are the elements of the “threefold threat complex”?

 8. What are the three kinds of “spaces” where terrorists fi nd safe havens?

Applying Your Learning 
 9. Which element of the “threefold threat complex” do you think needs 

the most attention? Why?
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