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September 2014 Newsletter 
 
From the Principal’s Desk 

We are off to a great start at Knik Elementary.  Now 
that we are in our fourth week of school, our 
students are becoming experts on the “Knik Way” 
of doing things.  They are quickly learning our 
procedures and expectations, all of which are 
designed to promote a respectful, positive, and safe 
learning environment for everyone in our school.  
Parents, thank you for sending us such awesome 
students! 

This week marks the first week that students can 
reach the Y in our Responsibility Chart program.  
Each day students show responsible citizenship, 
they move up on the Responsibility Chart.  It takes 
14 days to reach the Y, and I am happy to report 
that by the end of this week most of our students 
will be on the Y.  Parents, I encourage you to talk 
with your child regularly about where s/he is on the 
Responsibility Chart and what kind of support they 
need to be on the Y.  We want to see all of our 
students on the Y! 

Whether you have been with us for a while or you 
are new to Knik this year, we want you to know that 
we are here to work with you as partners in your 
child’s education.  Communication is key to our 
successful partnership.  You can expect a 
schoolwide newsletter like this one at the beginning 
of each month (newsletters are also available on 
our website). All of our staff can be reached by 
phone or email, but since teachers are with 
students most of the day, email is usually the most 
efficient method of communication.  We have an 
open door policy here at Knik and parents are 
always welcome to come in and see what’s going 
on in our school. In this newsletter, we have a copy 
of our home/school compact that outlines all of our 
responsibilities.  Please take some time to review 
this compact and provide any feedback or 
suggestions.  We will update the compact and ask 

parents and students to sign it at our parent/teacher 
conference this fall. 

Our Open House is next Tuesday, September 9 
from 6:00-7:30 p.m. I hope you can come in to 
meet your student’s teachers and tour the building. 
I look forward to seeing all our Knik families. 

As always, please contact me if you have any 
questions, comments, or feedback about our 
school.  I look forward to working with you this year. 

 

 

Traci Pedersen 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

September 3 ~ Library Night  
September 4 ~ Battle of the Book Begins 
September 9 ~ Open House 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
September 24 ~ District Cross Country Meet 
September 26 ~ Picture Day 
October 17 ~ 1st Quarter Ends 
October 30 & 31 ~ Parent Teacher Conferences 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open house 
September 9 

6:00-7:30 



 
Welcome New Knik Elementary Staff: 
Amanda Bekker – 3rd Grade 
Melinda Michener – 3rd Grade 
Fran Caole – 4th Grade 
Katy Guinotte – 5th Grade 
Juliana Hardy - 5th Grade 
Shanna Sommer  - ELL 
Katy Tingstad  - Resource 
Cody McDermitt – Monitor 
Carla Leavitt  - Counselor 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOL CASH   
You may now pay for your students activity fees, 
sports fees, shirts, field trips, recorders, etc. online. 
Credit/debit cards and e-checks will now be 
accepted online 
at https://matsu.schoolcashonline.com after you 
sign up by answering just a few simple questions. If 
you have any questions about School Cash Online, 
you may contact Ms. Rice at 352-0339. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT AND KNIK ELEMENTARY WEBSITES 
The school district has a website, as well as Knik 
Elementary.  They are full of helpful information.  
The website for the district is located 
at http://matsuk12.us.  The website for Knik 
Elementary is located at http://matsuk12.us/kne. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Our attendance  policy  for  Perfect  Attendance  at 
Knik Elementary is “Student present all day, 
everyday.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LIBRARY NIGHT 
Knik is proud to open our library on Wednesday 
nights for students and parents to come in and 
check out books!  Our first Library night will be 
September 3.  We will have a fun technology 
activity and time to browse for books.  Parents are 
welcome to make an account here and check out 
up to 5 books as well.  We will be open Wednesday 
nights from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Be on the lookout for 
fun activities in the library on Wednesday Nights!   

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 
Battle of the Books begins Thursday, September 4 
in the library from 4:00-5:15!!  Battlers from 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th grades come join us for fun activities and 
great books!!   
 
CROSS COUNTRY SEASON 
Cross country is an intense co-curricular 
activity the focuses on athlete’s cardiovascular 
endurance.  Our goal is to provide a fun, 
competitive opportunity for students to be 
physically active, build teamwork, generate 
school spirit, and form a foundation for future 
participation. Cross Country begins Tuesday, 
August 26 and ends Wednesday, September 
24.  Practices are from 3:45 pm to 5:00 pm at 
Knik Elementary. 
 
KNIK DRESS CODE 
The entire Knik policy is located in our student 
handbook. 

Inappropriate/appropriate clothing for 
school include but are not limited to: 

~ Shorts are allowed on good weather days 
during the months of August and May. 
~ NO shorts, dresses or skirts higher than 3" 
above the knee. 
~ NO strap tank tops, low cut tops, crop tops 
or shirts that expose the midriff. 
~   NO   flip-flops,   thong   shoes   or   
slippers. Closed toed, low-heeled shoes or 
sport shoes are great. 
Shoe strings need to be tied to prevent 
injury. 

https://matsu.schoolcashonline.com/
http://matsuk12.us/
http://matsuk12.us/kne


  

EMERGENCY  CONTACT FORMS 
Each year, the office compiles an Emergency 
Contact Notebook. This contains vital information in 
the event of an emergency or building evacuation. 
This is also beneficial if there is a power outage 
and we do not have computer access. Pleawe help 
us by filling one out (per family) during open house 
if you have not done so already. 
 
MEDICATIONS AT SCHOOL 
All medications need to be brought in to the school 
nurse by a parent and the appropriate paperwork 
must be completed. 
 

BIKERS & WALKERS 
On nice fall days, many students want to ride their 
bikes or walk to school.  We do ask that a 
permission slip gets filled out and returned to the  
office.  Bike riders are required to wear a helmet.  
Permission slips are available at the office.  Please 
call the office at 352-0300 with any questions. 
 
 

Responsibility Chart Program 

We all know the importance of academics in 
schools. Teaching students academic subjects 
such as reading, writing, math, and science is 
the reason schools exist, after all. Most people 
agree, however, that there are other important 
life lessons that students learn in 
school...things like working with others, doing 
one’s best, persevering when tasks are 
difficult, and being responsible.  

One way we at Knik are addressing positive 
character traits and good choices is with our 
Responsibility Chart Program. The 
Responsibility Chart is a system where 
students' names are placed on a chart with the 
word "RESPONSIBILITY."  Each letter of the 
word "responsibility" stands for a trait that 
students have discussed in class, such as 
effort, politeness, self-reliance, neatness, 
independence, trustworthiness, and 
remembering the rules. Each day a student 
makes good choices and shows responsibility, 
s/he is moved up on the chart. When students 
make choices that interfere with the learning or 

safety of themselves or others, they either stay 
put on the chart or move back, depending on 
the situation.  

When students have consistently shown that 
they are responsible, they will reach the "Y" on 
the Responsibility Chart. "Y" students earn 
privileges such as being able to transition in 
the halls and use restrooms without a monitor, 
moving their seat at lunch, using the "Y" room 
when available, and other classroom 
privileges. Our students are already quite 
excited about reaching the "Y" and receiving 
their "Y" bracelets.  

Current educational research shows that a 
system of earned privileges has a positive 
impact on school climate as well as student 
learning and motivation. The Responsibility 
Chart is a way to recognize students who make 
good choices. We hope to see all of our 
students on the "Y" this year!  

If you would like to hear more about our 
Responsibility Chart program or provide 
feedback about this program or anything else 
we are doing at Knik, call or visit Mrs. 
Pedersen. You can also find more detailed 
information about the Responsibility Chart 
program in the student handbook found in the 
front of your child’s planner or on our website.  

 



 
Core Academics at Knik Elementary School 

2014-2015 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
 Welcome to the new school year! I am the new Instructional Coach for Knik Elementary School.  My job is 
to organize and facilitate the implementation of our instructional programs, curriculum, and assessment 
school wide.  I also provide professional development for staff and coordinate our RTI process.  But, as a 
former classroom teacher, the best part of my job is my first love-teaching kids!  I have the privilege of 
teaching small groups, skills blocks or sometimes lessons in homeroom classes. 
 
 At Knik we group for reading by skill level, which allows students to be taught at the level they are ready 
for.  In language, spelling, and math, most students are with their homeroom teacher, although some 
students may go to another teacher based on their skill set.  This may be different than when you and I 
were in school, so this letter is to give some insight into how the process works.   
 
Every spring, students are tested for placement in reading.  These results, in combination with MAP, 
AIMSWeb and SBA scores, are then used to initially place students in a reading group for the fall.  We also 
use these district assessments to initially place students in a language or math group if they need to be 
outside the homeroom class. 
 
In August, we strive to begin reading groups by the third week of school so that we can maximize our 
instructional time.  About 4-6 weeks into school we have team meetings where teachers can then 
recommend a student be re-placed – maybe they grew over the summer and did a lot of reading, received 
summer school, etc. and need to move ahead.  That is the first set of movements among groups. 
 
Following these meetings, teachers are then able to let me know at any time if a student should be moved.  
If they recommend movement, the student is re-evaluated by me.  New MAP and AIMSWeb scores, as well 
as current class performance are taken into consideration.  In addition to teachers closely watching 
student progress, I review data on a regular basis even between benchmark testing periods to see if any 
students should move groups.  We also have teams of teachers who meet regularly to discuss strategies 
for helping students who may be struggling. 
 
In some cases, large numbers of students all need to move at once.  That is exciting news because it means 
that they are learning quickly and so we need to respond to their pace.  It also means that we have to 
rearrange groups because we only have so many teachers. In these cases we do our very best to meet the 
needs of all students with the staff we have and notify parents of the change. 
 
Communication is an important part of this process.  When a student is moved, I will send home a notice 
with your child.  You can always speak with their homeroom teacher, and I am happy to answer any 
questions you may have as well!  I look forward to working with you and your family this year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rhonda Hewitt 
Instructional Coach 
352.0323 
rhonda.hewitt@matsuk12.us 



Help improve our Knik Elementary School Compact 
Below is a copy of our School Compact.  Our school compact outlines how parents, school staff, and 
students will share in the responsibility of educating our students.  The goal of this compact is to work as 
partners to increase student achievement. We are asking that you review this compact with your child 
and provide any input on how our compact can be improved.  All feedback will be collected and 
reviewed by our Title I team, and the updated compact will be signed at the October 30th and 31st 
parent/teacher conferences. Suggestions and comments can be added directly to the compact or on an 
additional sheet of paper.  Please return suggestions to our office by October 10th.  Thank you! 
 

Student/Teacher/Parent/Principal Compact 
Knik Elementary 2014-2015 

 
Parent/Guardian Agreement - As a parent, I will: 
•  Support my child at home by establishing a time for homework while monitoring progress and   
    discussing school experiences. 
•  See that my child attends school regularly and on time, is dressed appropriately and well rested. 
•  Encourage my child to read at home regularly. 
•  Show respect and support for my child, the teacher and the school discipline policy. 
•  Be a positive role model that helps children developing a love of learning. 
•  Have high expectations for student's ability to learn. 
•  Love my child unconditionally, value and accept them for whom they are. 
 
Student Agreement - As a student, I will: 
•  Come to school every day and be ready to learn. 
•  Believe that I can learn. 
•  Complete and return all homework assignments. 
•  Share something about my school day with my family. 
•  Read every day. 
•  Obey the school and bus rules. 
•  Be responsible for my own behavior. 
•  Feel comfortable to share concerns with my teacher and parents. 
•  Respect other people my school and myself by being a good citizen. 
•  Try hard to resolve problems with fellow students, independently. 
 
Teacher Agreement - As a teacher, I will: 
• Provide a safe and caring learning environment for each student. 
• Believe that each student can learn and have high expectations appropriate for each child. 
• Promote good communication and seek ways to encourage parents and community to    
      be involved in school programs. 
• Provide necessary assistance to parents so that they can help their child at home. 
• Be a positive enthusiastic role model that encourages a love of learning. 
• Demonstrate professional behavior and a positive attitude. 
• Provide high-quality curriculum and instruction. 
 
Principal Agreement - As a principal, I will: 
•  Focus primarily on encouraging student academic growth and achievements. 
•  Be responsive to parent concerns and input. 
•  Encourage the opportunity and development of healthy life skills in students and staff.  
•  Provide a consistent and positive discipline plan for behavior problems within school  
   programs.  
 





Monday, Sept 8 

WG Pork Eggroll 

 

Cooked Peas & 

Carrots 

 

Fruit Cocktail 

 

 Baby Carrots 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
Mozz Cheese Sticks & veggies 

Tuesday, Sept 9 

Popcorn Chicken 

 

Baked Beans 

 

Apple Chips 

 

WG Panbread* 

 

Sliced Cucumbers 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Bean & Cheese Burrito 

Wed., September 10 

WG Cheeseburger 

 

Tater Tots 

 

Pineapple Tidbits 

 

Garden Salad 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 

Chicken Patty on Bun & Tots 

Thursday, Sept 11 

Italian Dunkers* 

 

Hot Mixed Veggies 

 

Blueberries 

 

Broccoli 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
Hotdog & Veggies 

Friday, Sept 12 

Alaska Battered Cod 

 

Rice Pilaf* 

 

Lite Pears 

 

Baby Carrots 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Sunbutter Sandwich 

Tuesday, Sept 2 

BBQ* Chicken 

Patty on WG Bun* 

 

Fruit Cocktail 

 

Sliced Cucumbers 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
Cheeseburger & Baked 

Beans 

Wed., September 3 

Teriyaki Beef Bites 

 

WG Seasoned Rice* 

 

Pineapple Tidbits 

 

Garden Salad 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Sunbutter Sandwich 

Thursday, Sept 4 

Meatloaf* 

 

Cooked Corn 

 

Lite Peaches 

 

Cauliflower & Ranch 

Dip* 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
Chicken Nuggets & Corn 

Friday, September 5 

Alaska Halibut 

Olympia* 

 

Rice Pilaf* 

 

Lite Pears 

 

Baby Carrots 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Beef & Bean Burrito 

2014 
September 

Monday, September 



Monday, Sept 29 

WG French Toast 

Sticks 

 

Sausage Links 

 

Pineapple Tidbits 

 

Baby Carrots 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Bean & Cheese Burrito 

Tuesday, Sept 30 

BBQ* Chicken 

Patty on WG Bun* 

 

Fruit Cocktail 

 

Sliced Cucumbers 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Cheeseburger & Baked 

Beans 

Monday, Sept 22 

Mozzarella Cheese 

Sticks  

 

Cooked Corn 

 

Fruit Cocktail 

 

Baby Carrots 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Beef & Bean Burrito 

Tuesday, Sept 23 

Chicken Nuggets 

 

Baked Beans 

 

Apple Chips 

 

WG Panbread* 

 

Sliced Cucumbers 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
Fish & Scandinavian Vegs 

Wed., Sept 24 

WG Mini Corndog 

Nuggets 

 

Green Beans 

 

Pineapple Tidbits 

 

Garden Salad 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Bean & Cheese Burrito 

Thursday, Sept 25 

Super Beef 

Nachos* 

 

Lite Peaches 

 

Cauliflower & 

Ranch Dip* 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Sunbutter Sandwich 

Friday, September 26 

COOKS 
CHOICE! 

Monday, Sept 15 

WG French Toast 

Sticks  

Sausage Links 

 

Fruit Cocktail 

 

Baby Carrots 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Beef & Bean Burrito 

Tuesday, Sept 16 

Popcorn Chicken 

 

Baked Beans 

 

Graham Cracker 

 

Applesauce 

 

Sliced Cucumbers 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Sunbutter Sandwich 

Wed., Sept 17 

Chicken Nuggets 

 

Cooked Corn 

 

Pineapple Tidbits 

 

Garden Salad 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Bean & Cheese Burrito 

Thursday, Sept 18 

Harvest Chili* 

 

Cornbread* 

 

Lite Peaches 

 

Broccoli 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
Alaska Cod & Rice Pilaf* 

Friday, September 19 

Sloppy Joe on WG 

Bun 

 

Tater Tots 

 

Lite Pears 

 

Baby Carrots 

 

Milk 
2nd choice depending on 

availability: 
WG Beef & Bean Burrito  

Breakfast Prices 
Elementary Student  $1.60 
Reduce/Free Student                        $0.00 
Elementary Adult /Visitor  $3.50 
Milk, 1/2 pint variety  $0.50 

Lunch Prices 
Elementary Student  $2.95 
Reduce/Free Student                        $0.00 
Elementary Adult /Visitor  $4.75 
Milk, 1/2 pint variety  $0.50 
 
As a promotion, the MSBSD Nutrition Services 
Department will be serving reduced priced 
students free. 
MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE DEPENDING UPON 
AVAILABILITY. 

 

 

*Food Item is 

made with love 

from scratch 

right here at our 

Central Kitchen! 
 

“WG” = Whole 
Grain 
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