
Wasilla Middle School is a 

proud Title I school. As a 

Title I school we are able 

to offer many things for all 

WMS students. Our after 

school E-Club program and 

five day per week activity 

transportation are results of 

Title I funding. This year, 

two teachers at Wasilla 

Middle School are hired 

with Title I funds, which 

decrease class sizes at 

WMS. As a Title I school, 

a required amount of our 

budget has to fund ele-

ments of parent involve-

ment which at WMS in-

clude, Jump Start, parent-

teacher conferences, 5th 

grade orientation night and 

our annual Assemblies of 

Excellence. You can clear-

ly see that funds are used 

here to support all students 

and the diverse needs of 

over 700 middle school 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Title I school is a school 

who has at least 46% of its 

students who qualify for 

the Free and Reduced 

Lunch Program. Over the 

years, the formula to deter-

mine Free and Reduced 

Lunch has changed so I 

urge you to fill out the 

form (see below) to deter-

mine if your family quali-

fies. Your efforts to com-

plete this help Wasilla 

Middle School and its stu-

dents to get involved and 

achieve great things both 

Principal’s Note: 

Title I Funds Support  
All WMS Students 
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Principal Leigh Larson 

Information about new testing 

2013-2014 School Report Card  

Parent Involvement 

By Tommi Crist & Ashlee Voorhis 

WMS’s NHJS is sponsoring 

this year’s food drive! Stu-

dents can bring in any non-

perishable food items to 

their designated class. 7 

grade classes will bring the 

items to 3rd hour. 8th and 6th 

grade will bring theirs to 1st 

hour. The drive officially 

starts on November 17th and 

ends the weeks until 

Thanksgiving. All proceeds 

will go the Food Bank of 

Alaska to help families in 

need of a Thanksgiving din-

ner. The class with the most 

food donated from each 

grade level will be entered 

into a drawing to win a big 

prize! Please donate your 

food to these families in 

need of a warm, yummy, 

meal; give them something 

else to be thankful for!  

Happy Thanksgiving WMS Community 
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C:/Users/cd07876/Desktop/ParentInvolvmentPolicyFY14.pdf


This story can fit 100-150 words. 

The subject matter that appears in news-

letters is virtually endless. You can in-

clude stories that focus on current tech-

nologies or innovations in your field. 

You may also want to note business or 

economic trends, or make predictions for 

your customers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed internally, 

you might comment upon new proce-

dures or improvements to the business. 

Sales figures or earnings will show how 

your business is growing. 

Some newsletters include a column that is 

updated every issue, for instance, an ad-

vice column, a book review, a letter from 

the president, or an editorial. You can 

also profile new employees or top cus-

tomers or vendors. 

Tuberculosis skin tests will be adminis-
tered to all 7th graders and new to the 
school district (unless previous +TB 
test) in November. Please call 352-
5312 if you have any questions. 
 
Exclusion Policy: Students should be 
sent home from school when any of 
the following symptoms or conditions 
is severe enough, in the school nurse’s 
judgment, to preclude the student’s 
ability to function effectively in school 
or if the student is contagious to oth-
ers: temperature 100 degrees or 
greater, diarrhea, rash of unknown 
cause, impetigo, bacterial conjunctivi-
tis (pink eye), vomiting, abdominal 
pain, severe cough, or scabies. Stu-
dents will also be excluded per state 
mandate due to immunization or TB 
out of compliance. 
 
Emergency pick up names and phone 
numbers can be changed or updated 
through the iParent link. 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 

story here.” 

W ASI LLA MI DDLE S CHOO L 

As the holiday and winter seasons 
begin we know that some families 
can benefit from extra support. If 
you are a family in need and would 
like further assistance please con-
tact Tyann Nelson or Misty Taylor 
at 352-5300 
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Cash Online, using a credit card.  Submit a copy of 
your payment receipt by 12/8/14 in person, or by 
email, to the music director 
Kathryn.Sharp@matsuk12.us so your coffee can be 
ordered and ready for pickup on December 15th.  If 
you have any questions, please email Mrs. Sharp or 
call the WMS Music Department at (907)352-
5351.  Thanks for your support of Music Education at 
WMS!! 

In December, our very own WMS Music Blend of fresh 
coffee from the Coffee Roastery will be available for hol-
iday purchase.  It comes in an attractive red foil bag that 
is perfect for gift-giving.  Adults on your gift list will 
LOVE a present that smells and tastes SO delicious!  A 
12 oz. bag of coffee is $14.50.  Medium ground coffee 
will be available for purchase and immediate delivery at 
both winter concerts.  We will also be accepting special 
orders for ground and whole bean coffee in light, medi-
um, dark and decaf roasts.  Get your pre-paid order in 
with the music department by Monday, December 
8th  for pickup on Monday, December 15th.  Cash, or 
check payable to WMS Music is due by 12/8 with your 
pre-order.  Coffee can also be purchased through School 

Emma Demmert is an 

Alaskan Native Tlingit. She 

was born and raised in An-

goon, Alaska which is a 

Native village in Southeast 

Alaska with a population of 

about 500 people. Angoon 

has a small school with only 

a few native teachers. A lot 

of students who graduate from Angoon High 

School don’t continue on to college or vocational 

school because they don’t have the basic tools to 

succeed in a college classroom. Like most cultures, 

the Tlingit culture is complex and hard to under-

stand unless you’ve lived among them and prac-

ticed the cultural traditions.  

She has taught for 13 years in positions 

including high school Language Arts in 

Wainwright, Alaska and 6th grade social 

studies and home economics here at 

WMS. She was also  the yearbook advi-

sor. She now puts her energy into being 

the girl’s head basketball coach. She 

finds this very rewarding because it al-

lows her to develop a different relation-

ship with students than in the classroom.  

 In 2009 she earned her first 

Master’s degree in Curriculum Instruc-

tion with an emphasis on reading, writ-

ing, and literacy through Lesley Universi-

ty. She recently earned her second Mas-

ter’s degree in Educational Leadership in 

Administration through University of 

Alaska Southeast. It has been a long road 

but through hard work and determination 

she was able to accomplish her goals to 

become a good role model for other Alas-

kan Natives in my community. 

 

Chancey Zahrt 

was born by 
Mt. Rushmore 
in Custer, 
South Dakota. 
He loves 
hunting fish-
ing snow ma-
chining, jet boating on rivers, 
and pretty much anything 
outdoors.  

Zahrt commercial  set net 
fishes n Egegik in the sum-
mer for red salmon.  

No doubt the beautiful Alas-
kan outdoors is what attract-
ed him to Alaska and teach-
ing in the bush. He taught in 
various  villages for seven 
years.   

Mr. Zahrt came from Hou-
ston MS where he taught for           
years.  He is happy to be at 
WMS teaching 8th grade sci-
ence.  
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Music Department Fund Raiser and Concerts 

Ms. Demmert & Mr. Zahrt  
Know Bush Alaska Well 

  Ms. Demmert 

Winter Band Concert  Monday, December 1   
      CONCERT 6:30-7:30 pm  WMS Large Gym 

Winter Choir Concert Monday, December 8   

CONCERT 6:00- 6:50 pm  WMS Cafeteria 

mailto:Kathryn.Sharp@matsuk12.us
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(907)  352 -3500 

 

Happy Thanksgiving WMS Community 


