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Greetings from Sherrod Elementary! 
 
I hope that you have enjoyed the first semester of school as much as I have.  It has been a whirlwind but I have been very 
impressed with the effort our staff and students have been putting in this entire school year.  I feel so fortunate to be a 
part of such a great group of educators and am so grateful that I get to spend time with our amazing students every day.  
This newsletter is a product of some of our incredible students.  Every year, we have students start up social or academic 
clubs.  This newsletter is a product of a writing club created by and for students.  Of course we must also recognize the 
outstanding advisors that help these young journalists and authors.  Tracy Leigh and Rebecca Williams give their time to 
this important endeavor.  We hope that this first issue is just the start of something special.  Currently, this newsletter is 
put together by fifth graders.  If your child is interested in starting a club, or in joining our writing group, please let us know 
in the office.  We are always happy to help our students enjoy their time at school. 
 
And from all of us at Sherrod, we hope you enjoy the break.  Especially enjoy the extra time you get with your kids.  They 
truly are our most precious resource.   

 
Dan Michael 
761-4102 direct office line 
841-4969 cell phone 

Important Dates 
 

Jan 9-Students return to school 
Jan 16– Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday/No school for 

students 
Jan 17-Morning Tea with Mom’s 

Jan 20-Awards Assembly @ 2:15 pm 
Jan. 25-Bright Color Dress Up Day 

Jan 31-Band Concert @ 3:00 pm and 7:00 pm 
Feb 4-Math Derby @ Cottonwood Elem. 
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Student contributors: Bryce Birdsall, Talise Duffield, Ariella Heath, Lorraine Leingang,  
Candace Jack, Kaelin Magee, and Penelope Robinson 

Kitchen Tidbits 

Lunch menus can be found at 
www.matsuk12.us under Parent Quick Links.  
We also have paper copies in the office that 

can be picked up by students. 

Please pay student charges as they 
occur.   



Yikes!  There is a snake in our school! 
By Lorraine Leingang 

 

Do you know someone who wants to get 
a class pet, but does not know what to 
get? Well I have a few ideas about why 
you should get a snake. Most students 
like them. But if you ever meet a student 
who says that they will step on it if it 
comes out of the cage, that student will 
most likely not be afraid of it by the end of 
the year. Snakes are also easy to feed 
and handle. You do not have to worry 
about anybody getting bit. Snakes will al-
so make a great class pet because stud-
ies show that pets help cheer people up. 
It also help teach kids responsibility.     
Although when it is time to feed the 
snake, almost all students like to try, but 
most end up chickening out. So if you or 
someone you know wants a class pet a 
snake would be an amazing.   

The Buzz from Mr. Busbey 
By Ari Heath and Candace Jack 

 

Mr. Busbey wants to let you know that       
December activity logs are due January 11, 
2017.  floor hockey and tumbling start soon.  
Mrs. Ray and Mrs. Rozzi’s volleyball starts on 
January24th and ends in March.  There are 
games here and at other schools, and it’s 
lots of FUN!! 

Welcome to Sherrod Mrs. Reich 
By Kaelin Magee 

 

¨I would say that working at Sherrod is way different.  The students are way more capable here. On 
the first day of school I told the students to put their name in the right hand corner of their paper 
and they had already done it.  Then at recess, I asked them to put on their coat and snow pants 20 
minutes early, and they had already done it within 8 seconds,” said Mrs. Reich. The students are 
way more capable. Mrs.  
Reich has been working for 9 years in all, and really enjoys working with her 4th grade students. 
She is going to teach 4th next year again. (Sorry 4th graders). She is sure that she has the best 
class. She was ready for a challenge so she switched to Sherrod. She loves to teach art and math. 
That is are wonderful new teacher, Mrs. Reich. 

What is a Glacier Bear? 
By Talise Duffield 

 

Did you know there is a difference between a 
Glacier Bear and a Polar Bear. A Glacier bear 
is a black bear, but is lighter in color. Some 
people call the Glacier Bear a Blue Bear. 
Sometimes, Glacier Bears can be silvery blue 
or gray. They are found in Juneau, Alaska and 
on the Taku River. The region is called Glacier 
Bay National Park. They are also found in for-
ests with lots of vegetation. They eat fish and 
deer. They also eat a variety of berries. 

Knifty Knitters 
By Lorraine Leingang 

 

This year’s knit-a-thon will take place on Jan-
uary 14. If you are in knifty knitters we hope 
to see you there.  All funds raised at the knit-
a-thon will go to the Red Cross. 
 

The hats that we knit during the year go to a 
few charities: Project Homeless Connect, the 
Women's Shelter, the neo natal intensive 
care unit at Providence and to The Red 
Cross. 

Winter Wonderland 
By Arielle Burdan 

 

Even though Christmas is almost over it 
is still winter; we can still play in the snow 
and have cocoa with sprinkles on top. We 
can still have fun for the winter at Sher-
rod. It’s a winter wonderland of amazing 
things, you just have to be creative to do 
it. Help the school make it Christmas time 
while we still have snow. Ask for anything 
that is helpful for winter; but here is your 
deal in asking for these things, you need 
to do your part. Which includes following 
all the safety rules to keep us safe and 
proper.  I don’t want this to end on a 
bossy sentence so how about this; have 
a wonderful winter wonderland! 



Did You Know That Ms. Wood Will Be retiring? 
By Talise Duffield 

 

Ms. Wood has worked here for 15 years!!!   How cool is that?!  Her favorite color is green!  Her   
favorite year at Sherrod was 2016-17.  She was also in the Air Force, a 5th grade teacher, and an  
instructional coach. Ms. Wood loves working with the kids and staff.  She wants to be remembered 
as someone helpful. After Sherrod, she is planning to travel around the world.  She wants to go to 
Italy first.  Her favorite hobby in the winter is cross country skiing.  Her favorite hobby in the sum-
mer is hiking.  Something we don’t know about Ms. Wood is that she once had lunch with    Robert 
Redford, who is an actor.   

Mrs. Larson is Retiring! 
By Bryce Birdsall 

 

In Mrs. Larson’s past she was a teacher’s aide at Talkeetna Elementary School for special education teach-
ers.  Did you also know that she was here at Sherrod for 17 years?  She was here before Mr. Michael and 
she says that every year gets better and better.  And, every year she thinks all the kids are the best! 
 

Now here is a story Mrs. Larson told me:  “It was my first year at Sherrod during Christmas time when a 
student gave me a letter addressed to The Lady in the Backroom.  Now I often call myself, The Lady in 
the Back Room.” 

Did You Know Mrs.Hill is Retiring This Year? 
By Candace Jack 

 

She has been here for 26 years, isn’t that so cool!!!!! 
Have you ever wondered what her favorite color is.  Well, you’re in luck it-is RED. Let’s remember her 
by how she was such an awesome special education assistant.  Want to know what  her favorite year was 
here?  It was 2016-2017. One of her favorite parts about working here is the kids then the amazing staff.  
If you see her over the summer she will be visiting her grandkids and gardening. She is a full on        
Alaskan, she was born and raised here. She likes to can food. 

Did You Know That Ms. Melton is Retiring? 
By Lorraine Leingang 

 

Ms. Melton has been teaching in the library at Sherrod for 16 years.  She will not be able to 
work here for seventeen years because she is retiring.  She loves working at Sherrod because the 
staff is so kind to her, and she wants to be remembered as a nice librarian. Ms. Melton is retiring 
because she wants to spend more time with her grandchildren. 
 

Ms. Melton’s favorite colors are pink and purple. Some of her favorite things are planting flowers 
and reading. Her favorite year was 2006, that was the year that Sherrod moved into this school. 
Did you know that Ms. Melton was a state champion softball player? We are lucky to have her work-
ing here at Sherrod! 



Calling all parents! 
A note from the office: 

Please keep your information up to date 
with the office.  If you have a new phone 
number or  address please let us know so 
that we can reach you when we need to. 

 

Please send a note with your child or call 
the office when pick up information is 
changed for your student.  To help us 

make sure your child knows what to do 
after school, please call our office before 

3 pm.  It is very busy at the end of the day 
and student safety is our number one   

priority. 

Library News from Ms. Melton 
 

Students who participated in Battle of the 
Books will be having a pizza and ice cream   
party on January 26th during lunch/recess 
from 11:45-12:45.  The district Battle of 
the Books Tournament will be February 11, 
2017 at Knik/Goose Bay. Fourth and fifth 
grade students will be reading a Newbery      
Medal-winning book  during third quarter. 
Third grade students will be reading a     
mystery book.  
 

Ms. Melton 
Sherrod Librarian  

Be The Bear 
  By Ariella Heath 

 

Want a way to be a glacier bear? This year 
we have a line of fabulous wear for the 
bear. Our  school is selling hats, shirts, and 
sweatshirts which look awesome on a bear. 
 

Hats (more coming soon): $10.00 
Youth Sweatshirts: $24.00  Adult:  $26 
We have t-shirts too, long sleeve and short 
sleeve. 
 

Better get them quick before our mascot 
gets them all!   

The Cold is here!!! 
By Penelope Robinson 

 
The cold has come, and with it comes, 
frostbitten noses and cheeks. You can prevent this 
by bringing; hats, gloves, boots, oh my,! Don't for‐
get snow pants. ‘’Oh, there is a dress code?’’ We all 
have to go outside unless it’s ‐10, we have to go 
outside even if it’s ‐9. F.Y.I  it’s Flu Season, bam 
bam baaaam! The snow boots are going quick, go‐
ing, going, gone! SO always wear your snow gear. 
That’s all from the Bear Buzz!    

MUSIC NOTES   

Fourth grade begins working with soprano  
recorders in January.  Please make sure your 
student has one or purchases one from Ms. 

Cooper.   

There will be a band concert on January 31st 
at 3:00 pm and 7:00 pm. 

All students who are interested in choir for 
second semester must have a permission slip 
and the fee is $5 unless you paid $10 at the 

beginning of the year.  Permission slips can be 
picked up from Ms. Cooper. 

Rats 
By: Kaelin Magee  

 

Did you know that we have rats in the school? 
Well, we have therapy rats downstairs in               
Mrs. Croft’s room.  She picked the rats because 
she thought that they were the most                 
appropriate for school.  (Mr. Michael is the     
biggest man in the school and he is afraid of 
them. So, just be aware of that kids). The rats 
help the kids calm down when they are petting 
them, they are very obedient, and they 
are  loving and sweet. She has only had them 
since the beginning of August. They were very 
easy to train. Her students each have a different 
responsibility to take care of them. Her kids love 
to pet them too. Their names are Milky and 
Creamy. She would recommend them to any‐
body if they were looking for a pet. So, those 
are some things about the rats we have down‐
stairs. 


